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THE ALTERNATIVE VENUE 


TURINO IS OPEN FOR DINNER 
AS USUAL! 

From 7 pm onwards 

TRY 

An extraordinary place that boasts/ g 

Mediterranean culture in food, drinks and fun. | 

Turino Restaurant | 

Cheers Elite Cafe 9 ^ I 

At TURINO Suite Hotel, Sweifiyeh Dud Now 863944 1 
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Old polemics cleared during 
King’s visit to Saudi Arabia 


i^es 



_ Jordan's po&iticai, economic 

and cultural weekly 

Extends its heartiest wishes to 

His Majesty King Hussein 

and the Jordanian people 
on the occasion of Eid A1 Fitr. 

The Star will not appear on Thursday 
22 February. The next issue will publish 
on Thursday 29 February. 
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By Ahmed Shaker 

Special to Hie Star 
BEFORE LEAVING Mecca to 
-Madineh on Monday, His 
-Majesty King Hussein 
extended an official invitation 
to Crown Prince Abdallah Bin 
Abdel Aziz of Saudi Arabia to 
visit Jordan. The visit is 
expected to take place in 
May—most likely during Jor¬ 
dan’s celebration of its 50th 
anniversary. 

Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti, who is also the 
defence minister, on his part 
invited Prince Sultan Bin 
Abdel Aziz, the Saudi second 
deputy premier and defence 
minister, to visit Jordan. And 
in his capacity as foreign min¬ 
ister, Kabariti invited his Saudi 
counterpart Prince -Saud A1 
Faisal to visit the Kingdom. 

‘ The flurry of invitations 
came in the wake of the his¬ 
toric meeting in Mecca 
between King Hussein and 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdallah, 
where the past misunderstand¬ 
ings were cleared and a new 
page of bilateral relations 
opened 

A top ranking delegate 
accompanying King Hussein 
tdkJ The Star the obstacles 
which hampered these rela¬ 
tions in the iast few years have 
been removed once and for all. 


These included the Saudi posi¬ 
tion towards Jordan’s policies 
during the Gulf crisis and of 
the alleged support to Iraq 
during the latter’s occupation 
of Kuwait 

The source also said that the 
Saudi side expressed its con¬ 
cern over what it saw as Jorda¬ 
nian expansionist aspirations in 
the Saudi Hijaz. 

The Saudis said they were 
especially sensitive about the 
’Hashemite Sharif title which 
was previously ascribed to His 
Majesty King Hussein. The 
Hashemites ruled Hijaz before 
the creation of modem day 
Saudi Arabia. 

The official noted that the 
Saudis disassociated them¬ 
selves of the responsibility for 
Jordan's growing foreign debt. 
The Saudis said they had ful¬ 
filled their obligations up to the 
start of the Gulf War. 

Saudi Arabia also expressed 
dissatisfaction over Jordan's 
intentions to transfer its demo¬ 
cratic experiment to other areas 
in the region. 

The Jordanian side frankly 
explained its policies and 
stances on ail major issues of 
concern to the Saudis. Jorda¬ 
nian official pointed to the 
“white Paper", which 
explained Jordan's position 
from the Gulf crisis and was 
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published right after the Gulf 
War. Jordanian officials under¬ 
lined the country's great effort 
to circumvent the crisis. 

For their part, Jordanian offi¬ 
cials raised a number of issues, 
including the Saudi position on 
Jordan's oil needs; the cessa¬ 
tion of the Tapline operations, 
the termination of the permits 
of thousands of Jordanian 
workers in Saudi Arabia, and 
the misunderstandings around 
Jordan's foreign debt. 

However, the new era of 
good neighborly and coopera¬ 
tive relations between the two 




countries will witness the fol¬ 
lowing developments: 

■ Revival of joint commit¬ 
tees, the first among which is 
the forthcoming meeting of the 
Saudi-Jordanian economic 
committee. The Saudi finance 
minister will participate in this 
meeting; 

■ Agreement with regard to 
the significance of the special 
relation between the Hashe¬ 
mite and Saudi famib’es. since 
both constitute the only two 
kingdoms in this area of the 
Middle East; 

■ The distinctive relations 


between the two peoples of 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan will 
reflect itself on their countries 
economic, commercial and cul¬ 
tural interests. (The largest 
number of visitors for Umra 
were from Jordan this year). 

■ Jordan emphasized Saudi 
Arabia’s leading role of the 
Islamic world, the Arab Gulf, 
and in protecting the Islamic 
sites; 

■ Saudi Arabia pledged to 
support Jordan in the Middle 
East peace process and to con¬ 
tinue to do so to enable Jordan 
to maintain its proper place in 
the region; 

■ The security of the two 
countries is indivisible. The 
joint security committee will 
reconvene regularly to combat 
all forms of terrorism and drug 
smuggling; 

■ Saudi Arabia will support 
any joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
position relating to the coming 
era of establishing a compre¬ 
hensive peace and especially 
with regard to the final solu¬ 
tions of the problems of refu¬ 
gees, displaced persons, Jerusa¬ 
lem, water. 

Jordan will do its best to 
remove the current misunder¬ 
standing between Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar, whereas the latter 
will facilitate meetings 
between Jordan and Kuwait. ■ 


Lawzi says Saudi-Jordan 
relations are on a 
final launch-pad 


Faisal’s'report to the King. 


Authorities violate human rights 


By Ham dan A1 Hajj 

Special to The Star 
UPPER HOUSE Speaker. Mr 
Ahmed A1 Lawzi, described 
this week's meeting between 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince 
Abdallah Bin Abdel Aziz as 
brotherly, candid and full of 
optimism. 

Mr Lawzi told The Star that 
the one-day visit, during which 
the King and the accompany¬ 
ing delegation performed 
Umra and visited AI Medina, 
was an important step on the 
course of full restoration of 
bilateral cooperation between 
the two countries in all fields. 
The meeting, he said, was 
another step on the road of 
reinstating common Arab 
action. The King was sched¬ 
uled to meet with King Fahd 
but the latter's health condition 
prevented him from public 
duty. 

The Upper House Speaker 
added that the meeting will 
have a positive impact on the 
peoples of the two countries 
and that citizens of both coun¬ 
tries will feel its tangible 
results. 

A high ranking member of 
the delegation that accompa¬ 
nied the King on his visit told 
The Star the talks dealt with 
Jordanian-Saudi relations, par¬ 
ticularly in the period that fol¬ 
lowed the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, Jordan's position on 
that issue, and Saudi Arabia's 



Lawzi 


reading of the Jordanian posi¬ 
tion. “The Saudis were very 
frank about expressing their 
astonishment at the Jordanian 
position during the Gulf Crisis 
which they interpreted as sup¬ 
porting the occupation by one 
Arab country of the territories 
of another Arab country," the 
source said. 

The same source added that 
the Saudi Arabian leaders were 
critical of the way the official 
media and the Jordanian press 
dealt with the Gulf Crisis, but 
added that the Jordanian side 
explained openly and frankly 
the circumstances surrounding 
these issues. - 

The official said the open¬ 
ness with which the two sides 
conducted the talks resulted in 
an agreement to close the Gulf 


Crisis chapter arid overcome its 
negative implications. The two 
sides agreed that the Gulf Cri¬ 
sis and its repercussions will no 
longer disturb the course of Jor- 
dan-Saudi relations. 

The King's visit to Saudi 
Arabia began half an hour after 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak left Jeddah after per¬ 
forming Umra. King Hussein 
and President Mubarak will 
meet in Cairo today, Thursday. 

Jordanian and Saudi officials 
held two rounds of talks. The 
first included King Hussein. 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti from the Jordanian 
side, and Crown Prince Abdal¬ 
lah Bin Abdel Aziz, Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud Al Faisal. 
Prince Sultan Bin Abdel Aziz, 
and Prince Salman Bin Abdel 
Aziz from the Saudi Arabian 
side. The second session was 
expanded to include, from the 
Jordanian side. Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra'd, Speakers of 
the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament, and Chief of the 
Royal Court Dr Awn Al 
Khasawneh. 

Mr Lawzi said the atmos¬ 
phere that dominated the meet¬ 
ings was one of optimism and 
the two sides expressed mutual 
agreement on the need to 
improve bilateral relations as 
effectively as possible. ■ 
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/ By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
TOE REPORT on human 
rights - violations which was 
submitted to His Majesty King 
Hussein by Lower House Dep¬ 
uty Toirjan Faisal has shocked 
public opinion and unveiled the 
negligence of the Lower House 
and the Government in dealing 
with the issue of human rights 
in the country. 

One is compelled to ask 
what makes a deputy demand 
to see the King to show him 
examples of abuse by security 
forces, against citizens. Where 
is the role of Parliament, the 
Government and the King’s 
advisers?" 

“I presented this report at the 
first session of the Lower 
House, and then on two other 
occasions, but it was ignored,” 
Mrs Faisal told The Star. 

The doors of the three 
auhorities, die legislative, 
executive and judicial were 
all shut in ray face, so I 
decided to go to the King, to 
put him in the picture.” 


When Mrs Faisal verbally 
informed the King of the 
human rights violations docu¬ 
mented in her report, he 
showed his surprise and asked 
“Is this happening in our coun¬ 
try?” Mrs Faisal then submitted 
the report to the King. 

“My meeting with the King 
was at die beginning of Janu¬ 
ary. 1 submitted a file with sev¬ 
eral security violations and a 
suggestion to establish a con¬ 
trol office in the Ministry of 
Interior.’' Mrs Faisal said. 

The report includes human 
rights transgressions practiced 
by the local security forces, and 
reveals abuse of authority by 
some general prosecutors for 
the benefit of their relatives and 
friends. Many observers con¬ 
sider this as one of the main 
reasons behind the change of 
Government, which is sup¬ 
ported by the following excerpt 
from the letter of designation to 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti: “ ....We wish to form, 
within the apparatus of the pub¬ 
lic security and the Ministry of 
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Faisal 

Interior, offices for internal 
control to supervise the perfor¬ 
mance of these agencies to 
maintain discipline." 

“I asked the former Minister 
of Interior several times about 
these control offices in his min- 


istry, but he was 
always elusive 
about the issue,” 
Mrs Faisal said. 
'There was a col¬ 
lusion between the 
legislative and tbe 
executive 
branches to bury 
this report. 1 won¬ 
der why it did not 
reach the head of 
state right from 
the start.” 

Surprisingly, 
many deputies 
behave as though 
they have never 
heard of this 
report, and have 
started asking Mrs 
Faisal about its 
contents. Tt was 
in their hands, and 
they gave it no attention," she 
said. 

The outspoken Amman dep¬ 
uty does not consider her 
achievement as a victory over 
anybody, but as a means of 
revealing the misuse of author¬ 


ity that has so far plagued the 
different constitutional institu¬ 
tions. “They used to fabricate 
misleading stories around my 
attempts to achieve reform, 
and launch accusations against 
my fight for crucial issues, spe¬ 
cially concerning human 
rights.” she added. 

The cases included in the 
report are purely of humanitar¬ 
ian nature, and some speak of 
accusations coming from 
friends and relatives of police 
officers against citizens who 
were allegedly beaten by the 
police. Other cases point to 
incidents of bribery. 

In the case of Ahmad Matar, 
a senior student at the Univer¬ 
sity of Applied Sciences, who 
was shot dead in his car by a 
police officer in September last 
year, the police claimed (hat 
they received a call stating that 
the car Ahmad was riding in 
was carrying drug'dealers. It 
was later proved that the car 
was clean, and that tbe police 

Continued on page 2 


Shbeilat guaranteed 
winner in JEA elections 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
JORDANIAN ENGINEERS 
Association (JEA) elections 
this Friday are likely to prove 
very hot, coming in the unlike- 
liest of circumstances. By 
Wednesday about 12,600 JEA 
members had registered to vote 
in Amman, Zarqa, lrbid, Karafc, 
Ma’an and Aqaba for the post 
of president, deputy and coun¬ 
cil of the 35,000 member asso¬ 
ciation for the 1996-98 term 
The two traditional competi¬ 
tors include: the White List 
(Islamist) and the Green List 
(nationalist and leftist). Candi¬ 
dates on tbe two lists com¬ 
pleted their preparation after 
both failed ro agree on a united 
list. The two groups pledged to 
support the current JEA Presi- 



Consumer culture creates a garbage explosion in Russia 


Shbeilat: Moral backing 

dent Mr Leith Shbeilat, who is 
being accused of slandering the 
King and Queen, and is now on 
trial by the State Security 
Court. Shbeilat has been kept 
in custody for two months 
now. He will not be able to 
vote on Friday. 


For two successive 
tenns, the council has 
been dominated by the 
White List, including 
the post of vice presi¬ 
dent. Again, the White 
List is showing a 
strong presence headed 
by former president Mr 
Hassan Abu Ghaida 
who is running for the 
post of vice president. 
Six White List candi¬ 
dates are running for 
council membership. 
Two Islamic candi¬ 
dates. Hassan Hawam- 
deh and Zohair Al Kas- 
seh. violated the 
agreement ro support 
Shbeilat and are now running 
for the post of president 
On the opposite side, the 
Green List succeeded in uniting 
its ranks and overcame its prot> 
lems. For the first time, they 

Continued on page 3 



By Stephanie Simon their city 

/ - LA Times-Washing ton Post News Service Mosco 

MOSCOW—One whiff of tbe Khimky landfill nonindus 
- makes it abundantly clear. Capitalism stinks. century. 

To be fair, the dump was also smelly in Rus- expected 
sia’s Communist days. But back then, com- But thi 
Hides threw out mainly organic waste—potato the probli 

pails, stray cabbage leaves and the like. plastic be 

Now, such trash looks downright frumpy, as takes a 1c 
hopelessly retro as a bookcase filled with the carrot shs 
collected works of V.I. Lenin. cow has 

1 Moscow has moved way beyond the humble which ha 
peasant garbage of Soviet days. city’s hoi 

. Tlie. almighty consumer culture has arrived. 

; And trendy young Russians have embraced it 
Ayfthgiee. fcTjjS 

i /i The proof is in their trash: 'wjgsslg 

. Sticky soda bottles still slosh- _■ 

ifig Diet Pepsi. Greasy pizza i V/^»/|f I jTW 
. boxes crusted with rancid W 
cheese. Dirty diapers. Spoiled . 

.[yogurt. Crumpled, sour beer D p r\ (~) f T 

cans. They all wind up at the I * •v '*■' i l 
• dump, smashed into a tower¬ 
ing pile with an odor only 
scavenger birds find sweeL 

. ; As ecological problems go, however, the * of the cat 
Stench is just a nuisance. Far more noxious is waste is 
' the sheer bulk of the rubbish. must mal 

Western packaging—plastic, aluminum, die daily 
cardboard—now clogs Moscow's three land- Grossn 
fills. With no recycling programs and just one percent c 
' functioning incinerator, sanitation workers are dump, li 
struggling to cope. through ll 

Ten years ago, no one paid much attention Fed up 
. to trash,” said Galina Grossman, a spokes- vites havi 
. woman for Ekotekhprom, the municipal sanita- selves—t 

tioiv company. “Now, people understand that green du 
cleanliness is very important. TTiey don’t want buildings 


their city to be built on heaps of garbage.” 

Moscow produces about 2.5 million tons of 
nonindustrial waste a year. By the turn of the 
century, the city's annual trash load is 
expected to weigh in at three million tons. 

But those statistics do not begin to capture 
the problem. As Grossman points out. a ton of 
plastic bottles takes up much more space—and 
takes a lot longer to decompose—than a ton of 
carrot shavings. To make matters worse. Mos¬ 
cow has just one trash-compressor facility, 
which handles less than three percent of the 
city’s household waste. The rest of the crates. 

cans, bottles and boxes land in the 
dump intact 

I “It’s the ironic side to our 
reforms,” Oleg Cherp- a regional 
director for the international envi- 
I rorunenlal group Ecologia. said 

with a sigh. ‘ When it’s all mixed 
together in the dump, it really 

D r f becomes a problem." 

I L The first problem is simply get¬ 
ting the trash to the Khimky land¬ 
fill, about 35 miles outside Mos¬ 
cow’s city limits. Because so few 
of the cartons and cans get crushed, household 
waste is frustratingly bulky. Garbage trucks 
must make trip after trip to the landfill to han¬ 
dle daily routes. 

Grossman estimates that her crews spend 75 
percent of their time hauling garbage to the 
dump, leading few hours for circulating 
through the city to pick up more. 

Fed up with sloppy trash collection. Musco¬ 
vites have taken to handling their waste them¬ 
selves—by burning it. Many of the battered 
green dumpsters that sit outside apartment 
buildings bear scorch marks. City firefighters 


put out an average of 60 trash blazes a day. 
Many more fires probably go unnoticed, left to 
spew noxious smoke and potentially toxic 
chemicals into tiie air. 

“Burning garbage tike that is strictly forbid¬ 
den.” Grossman said. “But it's a big city, and 
maybe the inspectors don't have time to keep 
an eye on every comer of it." 

As chief inspector. Public Works Director 
Ivan S. Ischenko said he is cracking down on 
illegal garbage fires. 

Confronted with the garbage explosion, sanita¬ 
tion workers have doubled the number of pub¬ 
lic trash cans in Moscow, to 40,000. But most 
of the receptacles still tend to be squat and 
small—throwbacks to the Communist era, 
when Russians strolling city streets had little 
to toss except cigarette butts and they tended 
to recycle most everything that could be 
recycled. 

The old days were nearly trash-free because 
generic Soviet stores selling generic Soviet 
products rarely used packaging. A clerk lucky 
enough to have butter for sale would slice 
slabs for customers and hand them over, 
unwrapped. 

Meat was also sold unpackaged. Shoppers 
had to bring their own bags for cookies, eggs, 
cottage cheese. 

Even beer did not come in handy containers. 
Tracks that looked suspiciously like cement 
mixers drove up to a street comer and dis¬ 
gorged beer into plastic bags, glass jars or 
whatever else buyers held under the rap. 

The country's chronic shortages turned Rus¬ 
sians into ace recyclers. 

They washed and reused plastic bags. They 
convened newspaper scraps into toilet paper or 
lininss for wom-out shoes. Glass milk bottles 


were redeemed for rabies. Old newspapers 
were swapped for an even better prize: Hard- 
to-find books, which the state doled out as an 
incentive to recycle. 

"Even with all our environmental problems, 
at least something was being done about our 
waste," sociologist Maria Zolotukhina remem¬ 
bered. “It was a very straightforward system, 
and now it’s gone.” 

With existing landfills fast filling, Moscow 
is turning to alternative disposal plans. Several 
incinerators are under construction. Officials 
are also nudging along a prototype recycling 
program in Zelenograd, a Moscow suburb with 
about 400,000 residents. 

To Kempion Dunn, a Moscow-based envi¬ 
ronmental analyst with the US consulting firm 
of Arthur D. Little, both approaches seem fool¬ 
ish. Incinerators are coo expensive and too 
risky, he said.. And recycling is not cost- 
effective for Russia right now, when so many 
ecological disasters demand immediate fixes. 

Too often, it seems, we project our values 
onto Russians ” Dunn said. Telling them they 
need a recycling program or environmentally 
sound diapers, when kids are dying in the 
streets because the big industrial cities don’t 
have scrubbers for their factories or treatment 
for their water.” 

Russian trash experts, however, do not want 
to delay their recycling programs. They are 
desperate to resurrect the old Soviet thriftiness 
before the American use-and-toss mentality 
becomes too entrenched. “We’re returning to 
’the .old ways,” Grossman said “It’s a very 
important moment for our society." I 
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and to the 

ARAB & ISLAMIC NATIONS 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 



King ends short visit to 
Saudi Arabia 


■ His Majesty King Hussein said the long awaited meeting 
with our Saudi Arabian brothers has put an end to all misun¬ 
derstandings which had interrupted our bilateral relations. 
The King confirmed that these relations are today better than 
at any other time, adding that it is in our mutual interest lo 
preserv e them now and in the future. He also added that both 
sides are determined not to allow any party to disrupt these 
relations as had happened the past. 

During King Hussein's brief visit to Saudi Arabia last 
week he conducted the rituals of Ai Umra accompanied by 
high ranking officials of the Kingdom including the Prime 
Minister, Speakers of the Upper and Lower Houses, advis¬ 
ors. and parliamentarians from various blocs. 

The two sides discussed bilateral relations at the State Pal¬ 
ace (Mecca) in a frank and open manner. They expressed 
their sincere intention to strengthen and preserve relations 
between them in the interest of both peoples. 

The two side also dealt with the issue of Arab solidarity, 
the strengthening of joint Arab action, and the need for 
mutual efforts to realize reconciliation between the Arabs so 
that they can stand up to the challenges of this historical 
period. The two sides discussed other regional and interna¬ 
tional issues of mutual interest and concern. 


given 20 dinars. The employ¬ 
ees have sent a letter to the 
Prime Ministry pleading arbi¬ 
tration. Also, it later came out 
that Yarmouk is the only uni¬ 
versity in the country which 
does not provide its employees 
with a travel allowance. Yar¬ 
mouk University is in debt to 
the tune of JD 6 million. On 
another level, the university is 
to be congratulated for finally 
taking a stand on normaliza¬ 
tion. It has rejected the holding 
of a scientific conference 
because Israeli scientists 
would attend. The University 
administration feared that such 
an invitation- would lead to 
trouble from its students. The 
conference will now take place 
in one of the hotels sometime 
in April. 



Engineers for Ayash 

■ The Engineers Association 
is to grant the family of Yahya 
Ayash a monthly salary 
according to Al Quds daily. 
Ayash, a Hamas activist, was 
killed in Gaza recently by 
bomb explosion. An official 
later said that like anybody 
who is a member of the associ¬ 
ation, Ayash's family will 
receive a bulk amount of JD 
1000 and then a monthly 
income of JD 60. The Engi¬ 
neers Association is just one 
of the professional associa¬ 
tions who have ordered its 
members not deal with Israelis 
despite the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty that was signed in 
October 1994. 


Government’ 
to deliver 


Rifai: Ambassador 
to Israel 


Demo outside 
Amman-Cairo Bank 


■ Omar Al Rifai is to be 
appointed as Jordan’s new 
ambassador to Israel. Mr 
Rifai. who 
is 39. 


replaces 
Dr Mar- 



wan 

Mouasher 
who is 
now the 
Minister 
of Infor¬ 
mation. 

Mr Rifai 
is a vete- Al Rifai 
ran diplo¬ 
mat who has long been 
involved in the peace process 
and worked closely with 
Israeli officials during the 
negotiations that culminated 
in the October 1994 Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty. In April. 
i995 he become a coordinator 
of the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 


■ A demonstration was held 
last week outside the Cairo- 
Amman Bank in Al Sfaap- 
soogh street. The demonstra¬ 
tion. which was organized by 
the General Union for 
Employees in Banking. Insu¬ 
rance and Accountant Offices 
(GUEB1AO) was held in 
protest of the sacking of 
Akram Al Nimri who is a 
member of the executive com¬ 
mittee of GUEBIAO and a 
member of the central council 
of the General Trade Union 
for Workers. 


Detainees released 

T ' --nor Minister Dr A wad 
.4 ordered the release of 
all unconvicted detainees from 
correction centers around the 
country. The minister’s deci¬ 
sion came in the form of 
instructions addressed to Gov¬ 
ernors and administrators, and 
covered 259 individuals who 
are kept in custody under 
administrative procedures. 
Promising not to allow admin¬ 
istrators to violate citizens 
rights, and to follow-up on 
complaints personally until the 
Central office is established. 
Minister Khleifat pointed out 
that he had studied the case of 
these detainees, and subse¬ 
quently decided to order their 
release. Dr Khleifat also 
pointed out that new instruc¬ 
tions will be issued in the com¬ 
ing few days in regard to the 
rules of granting Jordanian 
passports and citizenship. 
After the Eid Al Fitr holidays. 
Dr A wad Khleifat will begin 
his tour of the Kingdom’s gov- 
emorates with a view to learn¬ 
ing people's complaints and 
problems. 


A view of 
Kabariti’s future 
performance 

■ About 51.7% respondents 
of the 1.200 ordinary people 
who responded to the ques¬ 
tionnaire conducted by the 
Centre for Strategic Studies at 
the University "f .1 *rdan antic¬ 
ipate a very gcuni, < 're 

by Mr Kabariti's gov n 
About 45.5% of the 501 
respondents fiom public lead¬ 
ers shared the same opinion. 
The results of the question¬ 
naire also show that 32% of 
the first sample and 34.5% of 
the second said the perfor¬ 
mance of 


the new 
Prime 
Minister 
will be 
50/50. 
Only 
2.7% and 
4.6% of 
the two 
samples 
respective 
ly said Mr 
Kabariti 



eration, Mr Joaquin Antuna 
announced the launching of a 
competition entided World 
Fair of Ideas for Peace. 
Antuna said this fair continues 
a tradition that started 10 
years ago in conjunction with 
the UN declared International 
1 Year of Peace. Since ihen. an 
annual worldwide competition 
has been organized to bring 
major international confer¬ 
ences to ordinary people and 
schools. Antuna said that the 
Spanish town of Gijon is the 
main sponsor of the current 
competition, providing 
$45,000 in binding, and devot¬ 
ing seven percent of its annual 
budget (about $2 million) to 
development projects. 

This year's competition has 
three themes: How would I 
like my city to be in the year 
2000? How do I see myself in 
my city's future? and How do 
1 imagine peace in the cities of 
the third millennium? The 
entries would be accepted in 
two categories—adults and 
youth under 20—in any of the 
following areas: drawings, 
paintings, poetry; short sto¬ 
ries, photography; and film 
and video. 


Postpartum Center opens 
at Al-Bashir Hospital 


■ The first and largest of 12 
Comprehensive Postpartum 
Centers in Jordan was 
opened today at Al Bashir 
Hospital in Amman by Min¬ 
ister or Health Aref B a tain eh 
and United States Ambassa¬ 
dor to Jordan Wesley Egan. 
Al Bashir Postpartum Cen¬ 
ter is the first result of the 
five-year Comprehensive 
Postpartum Project funded 
by the United States Govern¬ 
ment through a grant of 511 
milli on. Hie project is pro¬ 
jected to benefit an esti¬ 
mated 350,000 mothers and 
infants in Jordan. 

This center provides regu- 



Balaineh 


A ilia VVUH.1 

lar medical check-ups and health services for mothers and 
infants from pregnancy through delivery and care services 
through the postpartum period, the 40 days that follow 
child birth- The project seeks to improve mother and child 
care services by establishing postpartum centers through¬ 
out Jordan in selected government, military and university 
hospitals. 


Kabariti 


.. .And trouble In 
Yarmouk 

■ Over 400 employees of Yar¬ 
mouk University have also 
staged a demonstration last 
week outside the president's 
office. The employees were 
protesting the fact that they 
were only given a 10 dinar 
cost of living allowance as 
opposed to lecturers who were 


First regional water 
declaration in Oslo 

■ Jordan, and the PNA, and 
Israel have initialled a declara- 
'tiort dealing with the chronic 
water problems in the region. 
After two years of intense 
negotiations, the three parties 
yesterday in Oslo succeeded in 
finalizing an declaration of 
principles for cooperation on 
water-related matters and new 
and additional water resources 
in the Middle East, and the 
establishment of regional co¬ 
operative mechanisms. 

The process has taken place 
within the framework of the 
Multilateral Peace Process in 
the Middle East, as pan of the 
work of the multilateral Work¬ 
ing Group on Water 
Resources. 


will be a failure in carrying his 
task. 

However, respondents to the 
questionnaire were unanimous 
in regard to the challenges 
which Kabariti and his Cabinet 
have to face (though they dif¬ 
fer in priority scaling). These 
challengesarc , defined as: 
unemployment, poverty, 
improvement of the-Irving con.- 
ditions of low-income work¬ 
ers. deepening the democratic 
process, public freedoms, the 
press, the development of the 
national economy, administra¬ 
tive reforms, combating cor¬ 
ruption, furthering the peace 
process and Jordan's foreign 
policy. 


Ambassador 
condemns UN 
resolution 

■ The Sudanese Ambassador 
in Amman All Abdel Rahman 
Numeiri condemned last Mon¬ 
day's UN Security Council 
resolution no. 1044 which 
denounces Sudan and gives it 


60 days to hand over the peo¬ 
ple alleged to have attempted 
to (till Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak last year. In a 
press conference at the Suda¬ 
nese Embassy, Mr Numeiri 
said the Council's decision 
was ‘imbalanced.* and didn’t 
consider the opinions of the 
three nations concerned: 
Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan. 
He added that the decision 
even overlooks Sudan’s point 


of view in regard to reconcil¬ 
ing African disputes within 
OAU mechanisms. 

Mr Numeiri said the UN reso¬ 
lution deals with, the issue as if 
the three wanted persons were 
actually on Sudanese soil, and 
ignores the fact they are Egyp¬ 
tians and that an Egyptian 
organization proclaimed 
responsibility for the attempt. 


Habitat’s World Fair 
of Ideas for Peace 

■ Jointly with the UN Confer¬ 
ence on Human Settlement 
(Habitat IT), the President of 
the Madrid-based Pazy Coop¬ 


Messages of solidarity for Shbeilat 


■ Last week, Leith Shbeilat presented a very 
brief statement to the court. He reiterated his 
innocence, and claimed that the charges filed 
against him are false. In answering the ques¬ 
tions of the prosecutor general. Shbeilat said 
chat Jiis .sratement ,during .interrogation was,, 
given under psychologically terrifying condi¬ 
tions. where free will and choice were totally 
missing. He added that the statement was taken 
in an illegal manner, and his signature 
extracted without him having heard the written 
text. 

Well-known Egyptian journalist and writer 
Mohammad Hasancin Haykal sent a message 
of solidarity to Shbeilat, emphasizing people's 
right to free expression. Haykal said that he 
himself had gone through a similar experience 
in the past, and pledged to be at the disposal of 
Shbeiiat’s family if needed. 

Ahmed Ben Bella, former Algerian presi¬ 
dent, sent a message inquiring about develop¬ 
ments in Shbcilat's case, and underlining the 


fact that his imprisonment was based on politi¬ 
cal reasons. Ben Bella said he had already 
started contacts with human rights and interna¬ 
tional organizations demanding his release. 

Palestinian academic Dr Edward Said con¬ 
tacted Shbcilat's family expressing his solidar¬ 
ity and stating that he will actively work with 
his organization for his release. AOHR/Egypt 
also sent a message of solidarity to Shbeilat 
and demanded h>s immediate release. Egyp¬ 
tian AOHR secretary genera! Mohammed 
Fa'oq said that, based on its observance of the 
International Convention cm Civil Political 
Rights. Jordan is obliged to free Shbeilat. 

The Washington-based Human Rights 
Watch group was deeply concerned and called 
for his immediate release. 

The new Minister of Administrative Devel¬ 
opment Dr Kamal Nossar said that there is a 
strong possibilty that Shbeilat might be 
released on bail before the Eid holidays. 
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Authorities neglect human 
rights, report claims 
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Serving the finest Indian food itf 
. town, Bukhara welcomes you»for . 
lunch or dinner. 

Come try our Chicken Gurry 
or Dal Tadka, as well as our Tali, 
offering a wide variety 
of light vegetarian Indian food. 

For reservations, please call 641361 ext. 5, 

'Uniquely Inter^ContineStalj 
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Continued on page 2 

officer hud not been given the 
permission to use his gun. 

In unothcr case, a woman 
wa* arrested and the police 
held her under investigation 
because she tried to intervene 
in a case brought against her 
hushand for issuing a bad 
cheque. She was detained in Al 
Jwaidch Correctional Facility, 
and then allegedly tortured by 
three policewomen who 
stripped her and flogged her. 
One of the three policewomen 
was u relative of the person 
who had filed the complaint 
against the woman's husband. 
The victim's lawyer reported 
thij incident to the director of 
the Public Security Dept., but 
no measures were taken, and 
the policewoman is still at her 
job, the report claimed. 

Another incident involves a 
young man who was arrested 
and allegedly tortured hy the 
police because the owner uf the 
house where he was living with 
his family had agreed with the 
police to put pressure on the 
rather of the young man to 
evacuate the house. During the 
torture session, one policeman 


asked the victim for JD 5 to 
Mop hitting him. 

There is also the story of a 
woman who got a court ruling 
stating that she is the legal 
owner of house in which she 
lived, but was then evacuated 
because her influential hus¬ 
hand allegedly conspired with 
some members of the police to 
evict her from her house. 

Another story speaks of Mr 
Abdalla Eiskhan. who was 
arrested after a quarrel with 
another person. He was later 
detained by the Zarqa military 
intelligence agents and alleg¬ 
edly tortured by ten agents. 

In another case documented 
by the report. Mr Wisam 
Waheby was harassed by a 
police officer, severely beaten 
and sent to hospital. Police 
claimed that the man was 
resisting them with sticks and 
an ax. Eye witnesses contradict 
the police story. 

"1 meant to present humani¬ 
tarian coses not political ones, 
although there are also many 
of these, because some offi¬ 
cials use state security as an 
excuse for their actions.** said 
Mrs Faisal. ■ 
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Royal Jordanian is pleased to inform 
its passengers that Al-Abdali Sales 
Office opening hours are from 8:00 
a.m. till 7:00 p.m. as of the 14th of 
February 1996 til] the end of the 
holy month of Ramadan, except for 
Friday 16th of February, it will be 
from 8:30 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. 





THE APPOINTMENT o[j 
Mr Abdel Karim'- 'jy' 
Kabriti as Prime Sluns&t 
is a welcome changeand 
certainly sets this Govem. 
meat apart from prevjpu, 
ones. - 

A fresh new£ac6wtffi] 
dynamic pereoriaBjic a* 
now enjoys tb&JoITttssi 
of His Majesty KsngfltBj. 
ein, Kabariti - "cones 
across, as a doer andj 
man who wants to get 
things done. Mr Kabariti 
wants no less than a com¬ 
plete overhaul of domestic 
politics. His new adinjno. 
(ration is being dubbed at 
the Government .of the 
new generatiohr^whkii 
must be displeasing to die 
old guards. 

So under the . JCahariti 
Government we are m 
enjoy greater economfc 
and political liberalization, 
stronger waves of reform, 
growing respect d f puWk 
freedoms and better han¬ 
dling of bureaucracy. . 

People have ~aigoed that 
public freedoms have long 
been bartered and that it is 
high time for such'a rever¬ 
sal and return to tree 
democracy. This Govern¬ 
ment seems to be.comndt- 
ted to this issue in particu¬ 
lar. On the face of it the 
Cabinet its adopting a new 
tone and a character that is 
only equaled to the Gist 
Sharif ‘Zeid Bin Shaker 
government of 1989. 

Kabariti's choice of 
ministers is an important 
indicator of its intentions 
and the 22 deputies in the 
Government are a further 
evidence of Kabariti's 
willingness to woric with 
the people's 

representatives. 

The appointment of Dr 
Awad Khtiefat to head the 
Ministry of Interior and 
the establishment of a 
supervisory committee in 
the ministry is a further 
proof that public liberties 
and the respect for human 
rights will be on the top of 
the agenda of the new 
Government. The Cabinet 
is also going after bureau¬ 
cratic mismanagement and 
corruption as well. 

The former Government 
was also keen to promote 
the idea of a “clean admin¬ 
istration,” but it-is not 
clear how the. Kabariti 
Government will handle 
abuse in public sector cw- r 
porations, rhe on-going r l 
investigation into the Pcirt 
Bank collapse ami the nag¬ 
ging problems of Royal 
Jordanian. To tackle sock 
issues a Government mart 
have real teeth and prepare 
to carry out a cleaning 
program if it has any. So 
far previous governments 
have been unwilling M do 
so because of vested 
interest. 

And these ,are opera¬ 
tives words. For all the 
goodwill in the. world, 
government’s have been 
unwilling to go against 
vested interests. However, 
it would be unfair to bftnd 
the Kabariti Govermoatt 
in a similar light, espe¬ 
cially since it is just start* 
ing out with a lot of inno¬ 
vative ideas.' 

But people are expect: 
ing something muc h m«t ] 
from the new-Prime ntma- 
ter. The long-delayed 
fruits of peace are still on 
the tips of everyone^ They 
expect him to use hfriHP* 
lomatic skills and rdatio® 
with the Gulf-states.in. 
the European comiwnBiy 
to obtain greaser fbrtjffj 
investment and. get® 6 
economy nrifidF 

Remembered as the at*" 

who restored reWk®* 
with the Gulf sates, w 
will be hard pressed in* 
does not deliver the sow*; 

But curiously eoojjf" 
there has been little 
stance on the: 

While the GovermnM 111 
going for greater 
nomic prosperity.ijffif. 
will soon be 
to increase the start*?® 
living, lower prices 
boost employment To®?* 
Kabariti is riding JsjsjJ 
popularity, but- 
while the people , • 
demand tangible 
lo deliver the goods. M • 
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Sis Majesty King Hussein and the accompanying del- 
• egadon performing Umra in Mecca on Monday dur¬ 
ing the King’s short visit to Saudi Arabia. The King 
•was accompanied by Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdallah and Prince Faisal, Prime Minister Abdel 
Kabariti, speakers of the Upper and Lower Houses'of 
Parliament and other officials. 

Shbeilat guaranteed 
winner in JEA elections 

- Continued from page 1 

gathered nationalists and leftists under one list and are put- 
‘ ting up a strong fight against the Islamists. The Green List 
, is beaded by Mr Abdel Rahman Bitar, and five other candi- 

- dates are running for the council. 

In addition to the two main rivals, there are other inde- 
1 pendent candidates. Eight independent including Shbeilat 
are running for president. 

Sources told The Star that Mr Shbeilat is carrying out 
his election campaign from his prison cell in A1 Jweideh. 
Since the begining of the month he started advertising in 
the local press, asking members to pay their subscription 
fees io be eligible to vote. 

At the time of his arrest, Mr Shbeilat instructed his law¬ 
yer, Mr Jawad Yunls to work for his candidacy registration. 

In its meeting last Friday, the general assembly of the 
JEA issued an appeal to His Majesty the King to release Mr 
Shbeilat Sources told The Star that 'The new Government 
will wait for the court to convict Mr Shbeilat in an attempt 
to weaken his role and control his behavior. Then it may 
seek to pardon him.'* 

’ On the other hand Minister of Administrative Develop- 

- menl Dr Kamal Nasser, former President of the Lawyers 
Association and a strong supporter of Shbeilat was quoted 
as saving that "Shbeilat may be released on bail before Eid 
AIRtr.” 

JEA sources said that in general the engineers will sup¬ 
port Mr Shbeilat. They estimate that he will receive about 
70 percent of the votes. Mr Shbeilat’s victory will certainly 
be seen as embarrassment to the Government and a victory 
for the anti-peace camp. 

Under Mr Shbeilat, the JEA prohibited its members from 
'. establishing relations with Israeli companies and individu- 
-_£als and is preparing a "black list" of members who violate 
! such rules. 

> Islamist contender All Abu Sukar, who later withdrew 

- from the race in favor of Abu Ghaida, said the number of 

- those who paid their membership fees to become eligible 
voters is the highest in the JEA’s history. He said it is a mo¬ 
ral responsibility to support Mr Shbeilat. ■ 
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Family Food Center 


Presents its warmest *; ^ 

wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 


ybP Unity Trading £ 
.2SEES Establishment M 

Presents its warmest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 


The Management and Staff of 

Jordan Cement 
Factories 

Extend their heart felt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 


Questions to the Kabariti 

Government 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr Talal 
Obeidat is one of the Lower 
House deputies for the Irtiid 
Constituency. An indepen¬ 
dent, he voted against the 
Jordan-Israeli peace treaty 
in October 1994. A forceful 
character, Mr Obeidat was 
the head of the Lower House 
Adminstrative Committee in 
the 1995 parliamentary ses¬ 
sion. He is a retired brigadier 
generaL He spoke to The 
Star's Raed A1 Abed about 
the new Government. 
Excerpts follow: 

How do view the new Gov¬ 
ernment? Do yon think that 
It is capable of carrying the 
burden of governing the 
country? 

1 believe that all govern¬ 
ments in Jordan are short¬ 
lived. At the same time no 
ministry can implement the 
new policy of the new minister 
or Government in time to posi¬ 
tively reflect this on the whole 
Government performance. 
Also 1 do not understand why 
the previous Government was 
changed. But it seems that it is 
a habit in Jordan that no Gov¬ 
ernment should stay more than 
a year. 

„ But the program of this 
Government includes dealing 
with issues-that are serious 
such as poverty, unemploy¬ 
ment, administrative mis¬ 
management, and human 
rights.. 

Nothing new. In every 
Royal designation and Govern¬ 
ment statement these issues are 
stressed; poverty, unemploy¬ 
ment. agriculture ... ect. But 
when it comes to practice noth¬ 
ing is done. Because dealing 
with unemployment or poverty 



Mr Obeidat 

needs money, and the Lower 
House passed the budget 
before the assignment of the 
new Government. Then reform 
as seen by the new Govern¬ 
ment will require additional 
new expenses. Where will 
they get it from? Constitution¬ 
ally after the budget is passed 
you can not add any fils to iL 

Have you been offered a 
post in the new 
Government? 

Directly, I have not offered 
a post, because they know me. 
I will reject any post in the 


Government. 

What about the vote of 
confidence, do yon have 
any particular conditions to 
give your support to the 
Kabariti Government? 

I am going to ask the Gov¬ 
ernment several questions, 
and my vote will depend on 
the answers. These questions 
are: What is Jordan's interest 
in having warm relations 
with Israel? Why are we 
quick to normalize while we 
are still on bad terras with 
other Arab countries ljke 
Syria and Iraq? What is the 
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Presents its warmest \ 
wishes to His Majesty :^jf i 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 


Rawdat AIMaaref 
College & Schools 

Presents its wannest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 



Agricultural Marketing 
& Processing 
Co. 

Presents its wannest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 
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Restaurants 

Presents its warmest gM 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 
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Presents its wannest 
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wishes to His Majesty [faj 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 
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Al- Maaden Trading and J 

Marketing Est £ j 

Presents its wannest 
wishes to His Majesty " 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 






T. Gargour 
& Fils 

Presents its wannest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 




JORDAN ELECTRIC 
POWER 

Presents its warmest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 
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The Management and Staff of. 

Ammon 

Shipping & Transport 

Extend their heart felt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 

EID AL-FITR 



The Management and Staff of 

MUNIR SUKHTIAN 
GROUP 

Extend their heart felt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 
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stand of the Government 
towards Iraq? Is Jordan going 
ro be a base for the destruction 
of Iraq through the so-called 
Iraqi opposition? I am pro- 
Iraq, because Iraq never hesi¬ 
tated to give its support lo its 
Arab brothers. So I believe 
that we should not interfere in 
Iraqi affairs. Iraq has enough 
problems. We should leave 
Iraq to its people—those who 
elected Saddam Hussein with 
a majority in Ust year's poll. 

Another question concerns 
the wide authorities given to 
the Government and how high 
ranking posts are filled. I will 
ask if this Government will 
rely on nepotism and patron¬ 
age or merit in its hiring and 
firing policy. The people of 
my district were not created 
fairly by the previous Govern¬ 
ment when it came to hiring 
new employees in the Govern¬ 
ment. And finally I am going 
to ask the Government about 
its plans to deal with poverty. 

What is your reaction to 
the human rights report that 
was submitted to His 
Majesty the King by Deputy 
Toujan Faisal? 

I have no knowledge of Mrs 
Faisal’s report. But I am not 
totally satisfied with the role 
of Parliament in generaL 
Every deputy has his own 
view of issues. Parliament 
must be concerned with the 
interest of the citizens and the 
country. These interests must 
always come before personal 
interests. People who elected 
the deputies wanted them to 
bring positive changes in their 
lives. ■ 
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By Raed Al Abed 
A waste of ink and paper 

With every new cabinet, daily newspapers have a field 
day by congratulatory messages lo newcomers in the 
Government, 

The same individuals and companies who congratulated the 
previous cabinet, are now doing it again. It seems as though 
they have a set text and change the names and faces accord¬ 
ing to each new Government Perhaps they mistake the mini¬ 
sterial post for an honorary appointment, rather than seeing it 
as the assignment that it truly is, or maybe they see it as a 
chance to satisfy their own personal goals through the person 
currently in charge. We understand that some people are sin¬ 
cere in their congratulations, but we worry that companies and 
individuals offer their congratulations as a way of kissing up. 

What disturbs us is that those who flaunt their congratula¬ 
tions in the press do not use this access into the media to relay 
the interests of the country or the people, nor do they offer 
any advice to the members of the new cabinet. They simply 
praise the official as if he holds a magic wand that will trans¬ 
form the country into a paradise. If the Government fails to 
achieve its program, everyone, including those who praised 
its ministers at the beginning of their assignment, starts to 
criticize. 

The Government should ban such advertisement in the 
press, because much of it is mere flattery, and serves no con¬ 
structive purpose. Instead, we want to ask those who waste 
thousands of JDs on this frivolous habit, to use the money for 
worthwhile endeavours, or to donate it to charity, in a bid to 
help the Government achieve its enormous task. 

It is logical to congratulate any minister when, or if the peo¬ 
ple can sense tangible achievements on the ground, and the 
situation in the country changes to the better. 

The new Government is facing a long and tough marathon 
ahead We are still at the starting point, let us offer advice 
and cooperation, and criticism where it is due. 

Hands off JTV 

m ~ Jd the heavy traffic of international TV satellites. Jordan 
Television stands confused. Left under the mercy of the Min¬ 
istry of Finance, its progress has been gagged. 

We believe that it is time for administrative and financial 
independence for our gateway to the world. The administra¬ 
tion of JTV is being blamed-by citizens and by the press, but 
the truth is that the administration itself is asking for its hands 
to be freed, so it can manage to satisfy the needs of the peo¬ 
ple, and to bring JTV to a level at which it can compete with 
neighboring countries. 

The time has come .to review the decrepit laws that still 
govern the budget of our television. It is unacceptable to leave 
the budget of this important institution under the ‘drop by 
drop’ policy of the Ministry of Finance and to apply the edicts 1 
of the 1950s when we are nearing the end of the 20th century. 

TV stations in the world are financed by income from TV i 
advertisement, which helps them to produce good quality pro- ] 
grams and buy the best of TV production. This, in mm. j 
attracts citizens to their national TV station. j 

The current situation of our station is sorrowful. All the 
income from advertising is pouring into the Ministry of 
Finance which finances the station with a limited budget. This 
has never experienced even the slightest increase, even when 
the need was dire. 

TV stations from other countries have managed to recruit 
our qualified TV personalities by giving them better salaries j 
and opportunities. Many of our local talents have abandoned i 
the lo<ral drama scene which managed to build a very good j 
reputation m the Arab world, and which is now missed by Jor- 
danians and the Arab world, as local actors and actresses 
moved to stage performance and even to neighboring coun- < 
tries where they are offered better money, facilities, and privi- 
leges.H 
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‘I will try to establish democratic 
instituions that safeguard rights 
and freedoms,’ says Ashrawi 


life- 
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Our Say. . . 


Reforming our information policy 


MINISTER Of Information Dr Marwan Muasher is embarking on a major overhaul 
of die information policy of Jordan. He told members of the Jordan Press Associa¬ 
tion tJPA) this week the Government of Abdel Karim Kabariti will soon present 
amendments to the Press and Publication law of 1993 with the aim of enhancing 
press freedom, protecting journalists from persecution and reforming the structure of 
the slate-run media. But most exciting of all. Dr Muasher reiterated his intention to 
go ahead with plans to abolish the Ministry of Information altogether. 

Such statements by a high-ranking Government official heralds a much needed 
change in the information policy that Jordan has been following for yeans. It puts to 
rest recent speculations that Jordan was going backwards in its democratization pro¬ 
cess. The statements are so impressive that they warrant a broad dialogue between 
the press body on one hand and the Government on the other, as well as between the 
legislature and the executive bodies. This change will coincide with the Lower 
House discussion of a five-year-old draft law submitted by the JPA to amend its 
own law. 

This is a historic juncture in the democratic evolution of the country that we 
should not allow to pass without full participation on behalf of everyone concerned. 

What is needed at this stage is a clear definition of the role of the press in the 
shaping of Jordanian democracy. The finalization of such a definition will make it 
easier for all those concerned to embark on a reform policy that will safeguard na¬ 
tional interests while guaranteeing a healthy performance of the press and the media 
in general without repeating the mistakes of the past. 

While we respect His Majesty's sincere call for a “white revolution' with the aim 
of changing the status quo, we must be realistic in our desire to achieve the possible 
through a painless transition. An evolution in our information policy is probably a 
more appropriate term of reference. For change to happen, it must not come only 
from the top down. The press body must be allowed to participate in forging a new 
information charter where their responsibilities can be defined in accordance with 
the unique position of Jordan in the region. 

We have called before for the abolition of the Ministry oflnformation by virtue of 
the dramatic changes that have been taking place in Jordan since 1989. The mandate 
that the ministry had in the I980‘s is no longer valid today. Instead, we are with Dr 
Muasher that the court, even a special press court, must be the final arbiter in viola¬ 
tions covered by the laws of the land. Liberalizing the state-run media is an impor¬ 
tant ingredient in creating a balanced and objective information system in the King¬ 
dom. 

But for all these things to happen, we must set our priorities in the right order. We 
must create a system of checks and balances within the press body where guidance 
and control can come from within not from without. To start this long process of ev¬ 
olution, an open dialogue must begin. We have heard the Government's point of 
view. Now its time to make ours. ■ 


Letters to the Editor 


Congratulations 


Impressive efforts .. 


Dear Sir. 

I would like lo congratulate you for providing this 
excellent service for all of those interested in get¬ 
ting daily new s on the Arab world in general and 
on Jordan in particular. 1 have always been an avid 
reader of both Ad Dustour and 7V Star and have 
been disappointed to find little opportunity for 
getting information on Jordan and the Arab World 
here in the Stales. 

1 am very interested in women's issue and 
would like to urge you to publish on this very im¬ 
portant issue. I am a graduate student in Sociolo¬ 
gy at UMaWBoston and I am concentrating on 
Medical Sociology, in particular on women and 
health. 

_ The topic of my N1A thesis will be on the rela¬ 
tionship between the status of women in selected 
Arab countries and their fertility and reproductive 
health. I »as an employee at" UNESCWA and 
UNICEF before I came to the Stales to work to¬ 
wards my M.A. 

i would like lo thank you again and lo wish you 
the best n» luck in rhis project. I await the time 
when Ad Dm four will get on line. 

tap*?' cs.umh.edu, Interne! 
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SHE’S AN ELEGANT, chic 
woman in a patriarchal move¬ 
ment dominated by the three- 
day stubble and battle fa¬ 
tigues. A Christian in a Mus¬ 
lim milieu. A polished profes¬ 
sional in a society where about 
one quaner of her sisters arc 
illiterate. She's the outsider's 
insider—Dr Han an Ashrawi. 

Ashrawi was one of just 
five women elected in the 20 
January elections to the 88- 
member Palestinian legislative 
council, and the only woman 
elected to represent Jerusalem. 

Bom in Nablus in 1946. 
Ashrawi grew up in Ramallah. 
Her father. Daoud Mikhail, 
was a founding member of the 
PLO. She was educated at the 
University of Beirut and the 
University of Virginia and 
taught English literature at Bir 
Zeit University. She has been 
married to Jcnisalemitc Emile 
Ashrawi for 21 years and they 
have two daughters. 

Ashrawi served as the 
spokeswoman for the Palestin¬ 
ian negotiating team during 
the Madrid talks. Today, she 
heads a human rights organi¬ 
zation. 

A oo-nonsense woman. 
Ashrawi chain-smoked the en¬ 
tire time she was interviewed 
by The Jerusalem Post's Gail 
Lichlman. 


The - Israeli 
government can¬ 
not speak two 
languages simul¬ 
taneously. ft 

cannot speak the 
language of 

peace and prag¬ 
matism and rec¬ 
onciliation wrhen 
i! comes to 
everything else, 
and speak the 
language of ide¬ 
ology and abso¬ 
lutism when it 
comes to Jerusa¬ 
lem. If there is a 
real commitment 
for a just and 
genuine peace 
then it has to un¬ 
derstand the 
need to achieve 
on equitable so¬ 
lution on Jerusa¬ 
lem. When you 
start discussing 
Jerusalem .ideo¬ 
logically. away 
from realities, 
uwav from the 



sues that have to 
be targeted for 
women? 

Yes. projects, es¬ 
pecially "income- 
generating ones. 
These are very im¬ 
portant. Some kind 
of on-site projects, 
especially in rural 
areas. 

Women in rural 
areas require some 
positive interven¬ 
tion in order to feel 
that they can be ec¬ 
onomically produc¬ 
tive. I also think 
that there are cer¬ 
tain projects that 
are needed like day 
care centers, nur¬ 
series, special com¬ 
munity projects, 
mother/child cen¬ 
ters and primary 
health care. 


rights of the oth- . • 

er:side, .hen von Ashrml 


arc negating the 
very essence, the basis of the 
peace process. One has t*> reach 
the conclusion that without Je¬ 
rusalem, there is no peace. 


What is the significance of 
the Palestinian elections? 

The elections as a whole are 
part of the nation-building 
process—to democratically 
elect a representative body 
which would have the powers 
of legislation, representation 
and accountability. And, in a 
sense, they are an essential 
component of the state build¬ 
ing process. As I see the elec¬ 
tions, they have become a 
source of empowerment and 
legitimization. 


Is there any room Tor com¬ 
promise in your position? 

Of course. We have compro¬ 
mised to accept the two state 
solution. 


You live in RamaIIah, and 
yet you chose to run as a 
representative of Jerusalem. 
Why? 

Well. I have a Jerusalem ID. 
I am married to a Jerusalemite 
and 1 have a Jerusalem ad¬ 
dress. But at the same lime, 1 
always wanted national elec¬ 
tions. I wanted comprehensive 
rather than fragmented repre¬ 
sentation. The closest thing to 
national representation is Jeru¬ 
salem. Plus the fact that it is 
the most difficult issue, the 
most pressing. Jerusalem is 
going to be the focus of nego¬ 
tiations and it is the core of 
the Palestinian nation. 


You would view West Jeru¬ 
salem as the capital or Israel 
and that wouldn't bother 
you? 

If east Jerusalem is the capi- 
rai of Palestine. Because you 
haw to have an even-hanilcd 
equation. You cannot say 
what's mine is mine and what's 
yours is mine and let's talk 
about everything else. It 
doesn't work. LeL's see how we 
can maintain the integrity of Je¬ 
rusalem and-deal with that in an 
expansive and holistic way 
rather than in a possessive, ide¬ 
ological and closed way. 


satisfied with this? 

No. Certainly not. 1 think we 
deserved more. The women 
who were running were certain¬ 
ly qualified. They fought 
against treijiendous odds to be 
able to get there. There are 
many reasons why we didn't 
get more representation. First 
there arc the traditional atti¬ 
tudes of the male-dominated 
society. Second, there is the po¬ 
sition of the political organiza¬ 
tions and parties which did not 
include a sufficient number of 
women on their lists and did 
not actually support women as 
much as "they should have. 
Third, the difficulties of run¬ 
ning as an independent. We 
needed voter awareness. We 
needed a public information 
campaign. We needed more 
networking. 


You've said in 
the past that it is 
very difficult for 
women to' gain 
support and have 
the right struc¬ 
tures which enable 
them to succeed in politics. 
How did you manage to put 
It together? 

1 didn't do it alone. Most 
women who have managed to 
break through certain barriers, 
are women who had support at 
home. My father, from the be¬ 
ginning. was a strong advocate 
of women's rights and the 
raised us as such. My husband 
is not only an advocate, but a 
real practitioner of women's 
rights. He and my daughters 
were-a major source of support 
and encouragement for me. 
Also, you have ro keep your 
eyes focused on the goal and 
not to be deflected, distracted 
or intimidated, and no to ac¬ 
cept any kind of imposed re¬ 
strictions in terms of roles, es¬ 
pecially those based on 
sender. 


You ran as an independent 
Who do you see yourself rep¬ 
resenting? 

I represent those who voted 
for me on the basis of my plat¬ 
form. vision and commitment 
to a contemporary, democratic 
state that is based on the rule of 
law. on safeguarding the rights 
and freedoms of all citizens.” 


Do you find that Palestin¬ 
ian women tend to put wom¬ 
en's priorities on the back 
burner and deal with so- 
called national priorities 
first? _ 

' Well, you’d be surprised. If 
you look at the platforms of 
most candidates. • men and 
women - there was a commit¬ 
ment to gender issues. Whether 
it was lip service or not, re¬ 
mains to be seen. 


Dear Sir 

1 would first of all thank you. on behalf of 
myself and the Arabic Society in Queen 
Mary’ & Westfield College-University of Lon¬ 
don-. for your marveious and much appre¬ 
ciated efforts in putting this project together. 

1 am very pleased to find such a newspaper, 
of high standard and honesty, available on 
the Internet. And perhaps in "the near future 
when there is proper Internet access in Jordan. 
The Star might gain great popularity provided 
that it's honesty is maintained at such a high 
level in comparison to all other Jordanian 
newspapers. 

We think The Star is a major success, and 
we wish i: ail the best 
Sinecrelv yours: 


What do you envision as 
the future of Jerusalem? * 

Well it is no secret that Je¬ 
rusalem should be the capital 
of two states. I believe that it 
should embody the principle 
of sharing and should be the 
real scat of peace. Let's put it 
this way. I don't think (hat Je¬ 
rusalem should be the exclu¬ 
sive possession of one side. I 
believe that both cast and west 
Jerusalem should be un open 
city for both peoples. But it 
should be the capital of two 
stales. 

How does that reconcile 
with (he pronouncements or 
the Israeli government that 
Jerusalem is the united, un¬ 
divided capital of Israel? 


1 understand the seat you 
won was the Christian seal. 

I didn't run on the basis of a 
Christian scat. I won by getting 
a large number of votes and 
that's how it should be 


But isn’t your seat one or 
the two reserved Christian 
seats? 

I became one but 1 didn't 
have to be boosted to get in. I 
worked hard to get j majority 
of votes and to do that. I pre¬ 
sented national issues. And it 
happened when ! got the seal 
that there was only one more 
Christian scat 


What do you sec as the ma¬ 
jor issues facing Palestinian 
women? 

One of the most basic issues 
has to deal with legislation. We 
need just laws to ensure that 
women have recourse. But si¬ 
multaneously. wc should work 
on issues of education, literacy, 
adult education, and compulso¬ 
ry education for both genders. 


. Yiu have been working 
lately in the field of human 
rights. There are those who 
say that freedom of speech 
and freedom of the press 
were gagged during the Pal¬ 
estinian elections. ■ * - 
This wasn't during the elec¬ 
tions. Our record on freedom 
of the press and freedom of 
speech and expression, and on 
respect for human rights or¬ 
ganizations is sadly lacking. 
So. it wasn’t just a sudden 
thing for the elections. We 
spoke out. whether os individ¬ 
uals or organizations, against 
any violations or abuse that 
took place. 


Ont of the 88 members 
elected to the council, only 
five were women. Arc vou 


What is the iDiteracy rate 
among Palestinian women? 

In the overall population. I 
think it's about 23 per cent, and 
uf course the majority would be 
women. Therefore, the wom¬ 
en's illiteracy rate would he 
higher. 


Art there any specific 1s- 


How do you envision vour 
role in the council? 

1 am going to continue to 
speak out. There is a need For 
honesty, courage, and for ad¬ 
dressing issues in a forthright 
and candid manner. I see my¬ 
self as trying to maintain or es¬ 
tablish democratic instituions 
that will safeguard rights and 
freedoms. And perhaps as an 
independent voice within, 
some kind of. i wouldn't say 
coalition, but a getting togeth¬ 
er. a comergence of 'like- 
minded people. ■ 


Amcr I. Madanat 
QMW Arabic Society (secretary) 
email: ee9496@qmw.ac.uk 


Hillary Clinton 

A First Lady with character 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 
Star US Correspondent 
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THE FIRST Lady has been 
caught in a web of her own 
making. No. 1 am not referring 
to what may or may not have 
been her specific involvement 
with Whitewater. No. I am not 
referring to what toIc she may 
or may not have played in the 
firing of the White House travel 
office staff. 

What Hillary Rodham Clin¬ 
ton has done is to ca>e in to the 
demands of her detractors and 
attempt to become a more tradi¬ 
tional First Lady. She wrote— 
or partially wrote, or had a 
ghost-writer pen-a book. It 
Talcs a Village, aimed at chil¬ 
dren. Then she undertook a pro¬ 
motional tour to expose both 
the book and herself. Fine. 
Had that been her forte. But a 
new image is not what America 
nerds from our First Lady. 
Those who have been in sup¬ 
port of her from the beginning 
can only feci empathy for her 
trying to fit into a mold in 
which she appears uncomforta¬ 
ble. 

Those who scoffed at her in¬ 
dividualism and determination 
to be more than an ornament on 
the arm of her husband were 
not and arc not going to like 
Hillary Rodham Clinton what¬ 
ever she does. She can sit look¬ 
ing uorshipfully at her husband 
as'hc speaks; she can give me¬ 
dia tours of the White House; 
when questioned she can re¬ 
spond. “Whilevci n») husband 
says:" she can even sit in the 
lap of a super sports figua* and 


be photographed Tor the cover 
of a popular magazine—all 
ploys that have made former 
First Ladies acceptable to the 
American public. But she will 
not be embraced by her once 
and future detractors. She 
should not stoop to performing 
such antics. 

When the former Arkansas 
governor was running for Pres¬ 
ident. it was perfectly dear that 
his wife was a very strong 
woman in her own right. In¬ 
deed. Clinton is on record as 
saying that if he were elected. 
Americans would get "two for 
one." The voters with whom 
this did not sit well will not be 
placated by anything Hillary 
Rodham Clinton docs. But 
most voters who supported 
Clintnn would be much more 
supportive of the First LuJy if 
she would use her more than 
considerable talents in the arc- 
ns of her expertise. 

What repels a person with 
whom one feels uncomfortable 
more than that person trying lo 
he accepted. liked, pleasing lo 
the point of becoming ingra¬ 
tiating. obsequious? K has (he 
opposite affect. And m» it is 
with Hillary Rodham Clinton's 
addressing an elementary 
classroom versus a law school 
classroom. This is not to sav 
she dislikes being with chil¬ 
dren; rather, it just underlines 
her ability to be more comfort¬ 
able in another role. And what 
America needs, just as any 
company needs, is for the indi¬ 
vidual m produce m the area irt 
which s'he is most comloiK-t lc 
and confident. 

It is true that the First 


Lady's health care plan was 
not accepted by the politicians 
of the House and Senate. So 
what? Her in-depth research 
nnd results would not have 
heen accepted by the present 
decision-makers no matter 
what it contained. It was con¬ 
demned before it was present¬ 
ed. She was a forceful, demo¬ 
cratic woman—the wife of the 
President for heaven's sake— 
proposing a plan before the 
opposition party which had 
sworn to cause a revolution—a 
revolution of their own mak¬ 
ing, not that of the enemy. 

Mnst Americans, for or 
against the present First Lady. 
Mill respect honesty rather than 
hypocrisy. There should be no 
attempt to force the President’?; 
wife into a predetermined role. 
Her life has been one of ac¬ 
complishment. Why not urge 
her to be herself, to continue to 
utilize those Uilent*. which have 
made her so successful in the 
paM? 

She should not be subpoe¬ 
naed by the Senate's Whitewa¬ 
ter committee. She should in- 
’-ist on appearing before it. If 
she confronts the enormously 
irritating and obnoxious chair¬ 
man. Sen. Alfonso D'Amato, 
who appears to take pride in 
coming on as un agitated pit 
bull, most likely the public 
would sec the senator limpinu 
away front such an encounter a 
chastised pup with his tail be¬ 
tween hi.s legs, ff she made 
mistakes regarding the White- 
water affair, let ncr acknowj- 
them and give Iter \er- 
Mun. She has not achieved ail 
that she has,in her life by being 


dishonest: she had no need to 
be. 

Let her come forward with 
her account of her participation 
or lack of same in the travel of¬ 
fice firings. It has been docu¬ 
mented and acknowledged that 
there were deep discrepancies 
between the “audited” books 
and the actuality of what had 
been occurring in that office to 
a time far preceding the Clin¬ 
ton presidency. If she played 
even a perceived role in clean¬ 
ing this up, fine. Ff she attempt- 
od to replace the fired staff 
witii competent friends, she 
showed poor judgment but it 
was not illegal. What person in 
power has not directly or 
through influence had friends 
appointed to positions? 

This is pure and simply real, 
ity. And as women are accept¬ 
ed more and more into the 
world outside the home, 
whether by choice or by neces- 
Mty. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
will have been the First Lady 
more representative of the pub¬ 
lic than her predecessors. But 
she must continue to go for- 
ward, not attempt to step back¬ 
ward. where she will 0 nlv trip. 
II her strengths should tic the 
or even a. factor in Clinton not 
hcing reelected, it would be 
shameful, but at least she can 
make significant contributions 
■so long as she remains the First 
Lady And she will do far more 
for the country and be a far 
better rote model, than if she 
crumbles under the pressure nf 
the combined forces of her ad¬ 
versaries and some of her hus¬ 
band s rejection advisors. ■ 


Water 



IT WOULD 
assume that 

the crucial watg^| |pi^ 
be maintaine<HviffiBnfg= 
calating frirtion 
ture. 

The peaceful-wi^^ 
change haye blcw®^^ 
the Middle Ea$f 
now put aside our ; riffi .£: 
ences with Israel,' 
the conflict' betwe&ftfcv 
haves and have 
we find ourselves - s ftrfl K- 
ly approaching 4 Baqfficr 
conflict, which has-t^- 
in the making t; 

the possibility of arjfclp/ 
conflict which inanj^p^" 
warning about, and -many; 
proposals made to solvit 
Our excuse bi$ 
been we had other-jHipa& 
tant things besides wate^. 
Our media has been 
- cumspect in highligb&g 
the i importance -tins 

question due to perhaps^ 
its technicality. Or map." 
be, so as riot .to-somi 
alarmist. . v 
Ft does not mean that 
our neighbors have the 
same mentality, 1 for-ihe 
Turkish media is.'.inks' 
forceful especially, jivhea^ 
it comes to .the Syria W: 
Iraq rights in:the waters 
of the Euphrates., and j£- 
gris. The same problem 
exists for Jordan,.Ld»r 
non, and IsraeL ■Whafr.si 
required is a more vigor- 
ous water diplomacy,' 
Our region is not unac¬ 
customed to crisis. Yfe 
have been through a greitf, 
deal, and are right to.de-' 
mand a great deal. Wb: 
have been through 
enough destructive 'wan, ; 
Even the mighty oil crisu^ 
we managed to contain, ; 
but who can contain htirr 
man thirst, and the de¬ 
struction of agricultural 
food production? 

And why reduce youri: 
selves to a future level of.; 
savagery. like a film s&lf- 
an era were water is tfe 
most precious' comtrtWB^ 
ty? It is within our 
to sit together and-telle:: 
through our. difficulties Id ; 
reach an acceptable 
lion. 

A most important; 
peace dividend with fa-- 
rael, has been water; 
pumping to Jordan. At: 
one time enemies, the 
peace agenda, tunned thB.r 
into cooperation , for the; 
common benefit of -bod^- 
counuies. 

It was curious to see 
the two opponents of 6k- 
Ba'ath in Iraq and Syria 
to sit together to coordi¬ 
nate their policies viM- 
vis Turkey and the build-; 
ing of dams to control rfv- _ 
er waters. Until recently, 
both countries would-n#; 
even acknowledge the ex-:’ 
istence of each other, j«f 
when it comes to' water, 
they found that the com¬ 
mon good is higher ttoij 
any petty enmity.. H" g - 
most likely that water-Wifl;* 
feature highly in the^fag 
ture peace set-up beweegf 
Syria and israeL ■ 

It is il logical tp3jSi§| 
plans of transport-; irfa|| 
structure, and ecqtgh||| 
zones for the benew$j| 
the region incTudfa£ls!g| 
key, when we do florajteg 
ally know, whethei^|l| 
shall survive thirst 
hunger till the end.<rf4^ 
century or noL'Ju feli 
other difficult is5uc s jj||| 
land to oil. can.be^^p 
dated for the ultimaifc^p 
isfaction of all, itis'jnS&v 
natural that one narar^hF.' 
mand a conference:.*^"; 
ing with tWs organic .is¬ 
sue. \ 

A peaceaHe apprOTEk" 
and a peaceful 
may worts out 
that not one sing!e buI»S 
from any side esa 
out. Are we to 
to barbarism, succumb^ ’ 
violence, and prove:® !!* ; 
world that warfare istnty.. 
endemic to the 
jusi simply allow cior^f: r 
pens in the area to '<&&}& '- 
sent our individual ‘Tcon*;: 
cems in the hope 
future generations can HP* 
derstand that. 

There are other alters!)-; 
fives to bloodshed, ajjfc 
the concerns for the lac|- 
of water may be altevia^ 
cd with goodwill from ?4g 
Jordan has shown. itp; 
goodwill in proposing fo 

host such a conference , 
and it is up to the rest uj 
the region to support it ■' 
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Business 

scene 


■ Jordan.is to receive JD 
295 million over the next 
three years from the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF;. The bank says that 
this is to help it take 
advantage of the economic 
opportunities that the 
peace process is creating. 
Jordan is undergoing an 
IMF reform program for 
the liberalization of its 
economy and for selling 
off a -major part of its state 
industries to the private 
sector. 

■ The Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) has intro¬ 
duced JD IS million Cer- 
dficate of Deposits into the 
market. These are for peri¬ 
ods of three and six 
months. The highest prices 
for the acceptance of these 
deposits was 9-250 per¬ 
cent for three months at or 
9.500 percent for six 
months. The CBJ has 
signed agreements to 
repurchase CDs and Euro¬ 
pean treasury hills at an 
annual interest rate of 10 
percent. 

■ The Amman Insurance 
Co. has just held its first 
meeting. The company’s 
capital is JD 2 million. The 
Jordan-German Co. will 
also hold its first meeting 
at the end of this month. 
The paid up capital of this 
company will be JD 5 mil¬ 
lion, three million of which 
is through public subscrip¬ 
tion. Presently there are 23 
insurance companies in the 
market. 

■ The Jordan Textile Co. 
sold more than JD 12 mil¬ 
lion of textiles to the local 
and export markets. The 
company made more than 
a million dinars in profit 
and will distribute up to 22 
percent in dividends to its 
shareholders. Similarly, 
sales for the Al Zai Cloth¬ 
ing Co. have amounted to 
JD 1.73 million. • 

■ The Arab Banking Cor¬ 
poration, the mother com¬ 
pany of the Arab Banking 
Group, which' is based' in 
Bahrain, realized a net 
profit of 10 percent for 
.1995. This is a $116 mil¬ 
lion profit over the SJ.5 
million for 1994. The 
-gross operational profit 
increased by 18 percent 
from $225 million in 1994 

-to $266 million in 1995. 

to'-The Islamic Develop¬ 
ment Bank Jeddah of 
agreed to finance the 
Aqaba communication 
-project at JD 6.5 million. 
Sources at the Telecommu¬ 
nications Corp. said the 
project includes the setting 
np of a new 6,000 line 
switchboard at the south¬ 
ern coast of Aqaba, and 
the expansion of the exist¬ 
ing switchboard by 5,000 
lines. 
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Irbid is set to witness greater 
economic development in ‘96 



AMMAN (Star)—-Irbid is the 
second largest govemorate in 
the country after Amman. In 
educational, touristic, industri¬ 
al, and transport terms, irbid is 
traditionally named, the ‘bride 
of the north.’ As a border city 
(with Syria and Israel), it de¬ 
serves further plans of develop¬ 
ment in all fields. 

Its Governor, Mr Eid Qatar- 
neh said that the Irbid govemo¬ 
rate's budget for 1996 is about 
JD 74,368,000. According to 
the present development plans, 
the following areas of the Gov¬ 
emorate's activities will be 
covered. 

■ Tourism and antiquities: 
about JD 1.12 million are allo¬ 
cated to promote tourism in 
that region. Among others, the 
rejuvenation of the old Re- 
sthouse in Urn Qeis. building a 
new rest-house in Hamamac 
Abu Thableh, development of 


Tabaqat Fahl region, establish¬ 
ment of a Museum of folklore 
in Ramtha, expansion of tour¬ 
ism services to the archaeolog¬ 
ical area of Shailaleh, and toe 
reconstruction and conversion 
of the Irbid’s old prison into a 
museum, are given priority. 

■ Rural affairs and environ¬ 
ment: about JD 290,000 are set 
aside to buy a lot of land for 
the reconstruction of the Ram- 
tha directorate. Other buildings 
of toe same category are envis¬ 
aged for Bani Kinaneh and 
Ramtha districts. The directo¬ 
rate building in irbid itself has 
to be accomplished. 

■ Public works and hous¬ 
ing: an amount of JD 16.7 mil¬ 
lion are taken from toe budget 
to cover toe expanses in these 
fields. Of this amount, a JD 
7,337,000 will go to building 
the proposed roads: Ramtha 
triangle road; Nu'aymeh trian¬ 


gle road; Kufr Yuba-Deir Abi 
Said; Irbid-Ajloun; Irbid-Al 
Himma; Irbid-Al Husn- Am¬ 
man; Irbid-Zarqa; Irbid- Ma- 
zar, Shouneh-Abu Ubeideh; Ir- 
bid-Maqarin; Irbid-Mughayer- 
Shajara: bbid-Huwara- Ram¬ 
tha, 

Also, JD 1.3 million of toe 
above amount will be alloted 
to toe supply of an asphalt mix 
to toe maintenance of roads in 
Qoura. Ramtha, western Irbid. 
northern Ghor, Taybeh, Mazar. 
and Bani Kinaneh. 

About JD 2 million are allot- 
ed for road construction and 
improvement in all districts of 
that pan of the country. Rural 
roads construction has got JD 
2 million from the budget, 
while JD 0.6 million is taken 
for the road maintenance and 
preventive measures, and JD 
0.25 million for inter-city 
roads. 


Royal Wings takes 
to the skies 


AMMAN (Star) — Last Satur¬ 
day the Jordanian Royal Wings 
Co., launched its first domestic 
trip from Amman to Aqaba 
using a Canadian made aircraft 
(Dash-8) with a 50-passenger 
capacity. 

The newly-bom Royal 
Wings is a local and regional 
airline. It is operating under 
the umbrella of toe Arab 
Wings which is 99 percent 
owned by Royal Jordanian and 
one percent by toe savings 
fund of the employees of RJ. 

The goal behind toe estab¬ 


lishment of Royal Wings is "to 
serve the new era of peace,” 
said Mr Ahid Quntar, toe gen¬ 
eral manager of Royal Wings. 
“Regional tourism is the future 
of the region, where toe Mid¬ 
dle East will be major tourist 
attraction," he added. 

“The region has nearly com¬ 
pleted building the tourism 
infrastructure, something that 
demands a company involved 
in domestic and regional trans¬ 
port with fair prices and using 
medium sized planes." 

Initially. Royal Wings will 


operate two daily flights from 
Amman to Aqaba at 7:00 am 
from Marka Airport, with a 
rerum trip from Aqaba at 8:40 
am, arriving back in Amman 
at 9:40 am. The second flight 
is at 8:00 pm, with the return 
trip from Aqaba at 9:40 pm, 
arriving in Amman at 10:40 
pm. 

The one-way ticket rate is 
JD 20. but if passengers wish 
to return on toe same day, rhe 
two-way ticket will be JD 35. 

“These prices do not cover 
toe cost of operations, but 


Jordanian exports for 
1995 shot up says ACI 


AMMAN (Star) — Jordanian 
exports increased by 26 per¬ 
cent in 1995, according to the 
latest study carried out by toe 
Amman Chamber of Industry. 
Exports also became more var¬ 
ied, with Jordanian industrial 
commodities reaching more 
than 100 countries. 

The study pointed out that in 
1980, national exports made up 
JD 120.1 million. By 1989 this 
figure reached JD 534.1 mil¬ 
lion. This meant a three-fold 
increase, or an annual raise of 
34.5 percent. This increase 
continued in toe 1990s despite 
regional problems. 

By 1995, national exports 
reached JD 1 billion. The study 
points out the between 1990 
and 1995, exports grew by an 
average of 11 percent annually. 
In 1995, however, exports 
increased by about 26 percent 
According to industrial sectors 
which included medical sup¬ 
plies, plastics, chemicals engi¬ 
neering, construction, paper 
agricultural products and pack¬ 
aging, total sales for 1995 were 
JD 815.6 million compared to 
JD 389.4 million in 1994. This 
mean an increase of 38.7 per¬ 
cent 

Most Jordanian’exports go 
to" Arab countries. In 1995 
exports to these countries 
amounted to JD 514,8 million, 
about (61) percent of total 
exports. Iraq took toe lion’s 
share with 67 percent of Jorda¬ 
nian exports headed there. 
Next was Syria at 7.4 percent, 
then Saudi Arabia at seven per¬ 
cents, followed by toe UAE at 

4.1 percent, then Libya at 2.9 
percent and finally Lebanon at 

2.1 percent. 

The next catogary for Jorda¬ 


nian exports was the Asian 
countries. In 1995 they took 
17.2 percent of exports at JD 
140.45 million. These countries 
include Japan. India. Singa¬ 
pore, Malaysia. China, Indone¬ 
sia, Pakistan. Iran and toe 
newly independent Central 
Asian Republics. 

Of these countries. India was 
top of the list for Jordanian 
exports at 87.3 million dinars, 
which is 62.2 percent of total 


exports to Asian countries and 
11 percent of Jordanian 
exports. Next comes Singapore 
with JD 20.4 million and 14.5 
perceriL Indonesia comes third 
at JD 12.7 million and nine per 
cent of the total. 

The European Union 
imported JD 105.2 million 
which is about 1J percent of 
toe total and come third, with 
Germany importing toe most 


set to grow 

. .. 

‘AMMAN (Star ) — Jordanian potash made bilge profits in 

■ 1995. These Increased by 75 percent over the previous year 

■ and n»de JD 42 dbIUoo. The rise was the result of growth 
in Asian.markets. The director of the Arab Potash Co. 

- (APC), Mr Sidieman AI Hrawi, said the company-has 

achieved its objectives. The profit was the result of the 35 
. percent increase in sales. This is unprecedented, and 
eqoaIs.$182 mOlion for 1995 and $135 million in 1994. The 
realized net pre-tax profits for 1994 were JD 24 nriUion. 

Jordan is one of the top producers of potash in toe 
world, and is production is expected to increase further 
because of the growth of the cement industry in Asian 
markets. Potash is one of the three principal elements that 
make up the cement industry. India, China, Malaysia and 
Indonesia are great importers, Mr.Efrawi says. ' - 

He aspects his company to grow by four percent annu¬ 
ally. Potash production in Jordan increased by 15 percent 
- from 1.55 million tons In 1994 to L78 million tons in 1995. 
“Sales increased by 16 percent to reach 1.764 million in 
=-1995, as compared to 1~516 in 1994. The expansion of the 
'potash industry meant .that an extra 400,000 tons were 
added to its production capacity of 1.4 million. About 75 
percent of tow APC is owned; fey die Government, while a 
“ number of other Arab countries tike Saudi Arabia and 
‘.Kuwait own a limited number of shares. ■ 
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■ Agriculture is alloced JD 5 
million this year. Counting on 
this sector's contribution to the 
national economy, the Govem¬ 
orate has plans to supply agri¬ 
culture with new and modem 
equipment. They cover veteri¬ 
nary labs, vehicles of artificial 
inoculation, herbicides and in¬ 
secticides. agricultural stores, 
veterinary clinics, agricultural 
labs, and an irrigation network 
in Baqoura. About JD 
1,693,000 are designated for 
the development of toe Yar- 
mouk basin. JD 190,000 for ag¬ 
ricultural stations, and JD 
1,987,000 for fosterling and 
protection. 

■ In the field of water and 
irrigation, about JD 13,931,000 
are appropriated for buying dif¬ 
ferent machinery and equip¬ 
ment; maintenance of pumping 
stations, the reconstruction of 
water conveyors and networks 


around and the govemorate. A 
6000 cubic meter aquifer and 
300 cubic metre dam/reservoirs 
are also planned for this year 
construction. 

■ The supply sector will get 
JD 1.171 million, while educa¬ 
tion is alloted JD 18,497,000, 
and higher education JD 
873.000. 

■ Health utilities and servic¬ 
es are appropriated JD 
9,869.000. Among other 
things, toe funds will cover the 
financing of equipment pur¬ 
chases for hospitals, clinics, 
and health centers. New psy¬ 
chological hospital is to be 
constructed in Irbid at a cost of 
JD 1 million, as well as several 
health centers in the rural are¬ 
as. A plane landing lot near 
Princess Basma and Princess 
Badeiat hospitals is also de¬ 
signed. ■ 



these rates aim at encouraging 
domestic tourism" said Mr 
Quniar. 

The company is planning to 
launch five weekly flights from 
Amman to Tel Aviv. “In the 
near future, we will expand our 


plan to cover Lam aka, Damas¬ 
cus and Beirut.” 

The marketing policy of Royal 
Wings is based on cooperation 
with Royal Jordanian as toe 
two companies complement 
each other. ■ 


Agriculture and the need for 
improvement ■ 

AGRICULTURE formed 7.5 percent of GNP in 1988. and 
almost equalled convertible industries (ID 164 mi I lion j. But 
six years later, agriculture's contribution fell to 6SI- (JD 155 
million ), whereas GDP contribution of convertible industries 
increased by 11 % (JD 286 million) said Mr Mohammed Saleh 
Jabir. an economist in Ad Dasiour. He wondered about toe 
connection between toe agricultural sector in toe King's Let¬ 
ter of Designation which demands a review of toe volume and 
performance of this sector and toe need to make it compatible 
to toe area it senes. The negative agricultural developments 
which took place in toe past few years were detrimental to its 
compatibility with other economic sectors. 

The whole administrative apparatus in the agricultural sec¬ 
tor should bear its share of responsibility for the agricultural 
degradation, though it enjoyed foil protection from the Gov¬ 
ernment in past years. However, Mr Jabir asks what would be 
toe future of agriculture in toe light of the gradual decline in 
Governmental protection? Jordan will soon open its borders 
to agricultural imports from all over the world. The import of 
Somalian bananas, for instance, have broken the Jordanian 
Ghor banana monopoly of the local market. 

Mohammed Jabir says toe agricultural sector faces a very 
serious and maybe even a fata! challenge under present condi¬ 
tions. He explains that as natural conditions do not allow agri¬ 
culture to compete with other sectors and not yield more eco¬ 
nomic earnings from the local markets, one would ask about 
toe current expenses of agriculture that are being consumed 
for water, fertilizers, imported seeds, etc. 

The deficiency that affects the agricultural sector is its lim¬ 
ited response to technological development. Hence, it is cru¬ 
cial to study carefully toe advantages and costs when, we 
define priorities in our developmental aims, emphasized 
Jabir. He added that only then we can consider the issues that 
are related to social cost, food security, increasing living cost, 
etc. 

Based on the well-established fact that Jordan's natural 
economic resources are meager, the role of economic plan¬ 
ners and officials in toe agricultural sector must come to the 
forefront. They have to conduct a comprehensive and inte¬ 
grated study on toe best methods for toe exploitation of toe 
limited arable lands in toe country, in view of calculated 
advantages and costs. Jabir recommends. 

Certainly, toe new Minister of Agriculture Dr Mustapha 
Shneikat will have a lot on his plate if he is to tackle the prob¬ 
lems of toe agricultural sector seriously. He has started on the 
right track by meeting agricultural farmers and exporters, and 
it is known that his ministry is trying hard to find alternatives 
to toe present crisis. The minister said that this can be solved 
by planning, organization and proper management. ■ 


EIB seeks cooperation 
with Med countries 


THE EUROPEAN Investment 
Bank (EIB) w’as founded in 
1958 by toe Treaty of Rome. It 
acts as toe long term funding 
institution for toe European 
Union. Although its work 
focuses on the EU. toe EIB 
also takes part in the imple¬ 
mentation of financial aspects 
of toe Union's cooperation 
policy with non-member states 
in Africa, toe Caribbean and 
the Pacific, under toe terms of 
the Lome Convention, as well 
as with countries in the Medi¬ 
terranean basin. Latin Amer¬ 
ica. Asia and Central and East¬ 
ern Europe that have signed 
cooperation agreements with 
toe EU. 

The principal vocation of 
toe EIB is to promote balanced 
economic development in toe 
European Union by contribut¬ 
ing to a reduction in toe dis¬ 
parities between the various 
regions of Member States. The 
volume of loans that have been 
allocated is such that the bank 
is now toe largest financial 
institution worldwide. Over 
toe last five years, it has 
devoted over 80 billion ECUs 
to funding investment in toe 
European Union, in transport, 
telecommunications. power 
production and distribution, 
environmental protection and 
industry. In 1994, EIB loans 
inside the European Union 
amounted to five percent of ail 
new investments, or about 18 
billion ECUs. 

Within the framework of the 
Union’s external cooperation 


policy, toe EIB can intervene 
in 130 countries in particular in 
states of the Mediterranean 
basin, where it first started 
working in 1960. In this area, it 
grants loans drawing on its 
own resources and manages 
European Union budgetary 
resources on a mandatory 
basis. In accordance with toe 
allocation of responsibilities 
between toe European Union 
and EIB. toe latter institution 
focuses on productive sectors, 
infrastructure that are capable 
of generating revenue and envi¬ 
ronmental protection, and more 
sped fical ly pri vate sector 
development. Its work which is 
carried out in close collabora¬ 
tion with toe European Com¬ 
mission, complements the non- 
refundable -aid allocated by the 
European Union. 

With loans totalling 3.3 bil¬ 
lion ECU between 1992-1996 
(2,3 billion ECUs of which was 
directed to benefidary states 
under toe terms of bilateral 
finanrial protocols) allocated to 
countries along toe Mediterra¬ 
nean shore and to its immedi¬ 
ate east, the EIB has played a 
major role in implementing toe 
New Mediterranean Policy and 
its priority objectives, which 
include support for toe Middle 
East peace process. The EIB 
has already made a major con¬ 
tribution to promoting eco¬ 
nomic development in toe 
region by investing in infra¬ 
structure. power management 
systems and environmental 
protection in Egypt. Jordan and 


Israel. A “horizontal.” or "non- 
protocol.” mechanism has been 
set up, with a budget of 1.8 
million ECU destined to serve 
toe whole of the Mediterranean 
basin. It will be used to fund 
infrastructure spending of 
regional scope and environ¬ 
mental protection projects. EIB 
loans in toe latter field benefit 
from a three percent bonus, 
financed by European Union 
budgetary resources. About 
two thirds of this package have 
so far been allocated. 

Within toe framework of toe 
■■horizontal" mechanism. EIB 
loans have helped to support 
projects in Morocco (telecom¬ 
munications and connection of 
toe national grid to the Euro¬ 
pean Union grid). Tunisia and 
Turkey (coastal protection 
structures). Egypt (industrial 
cooperation.). Algeria (gas 
pipeline linking toe Maghreb 
and Europe,). Jordan (telecom¬ 
munications and management 
of water resources! and Leba¬ 
non (repairs to Beirut airport 
and air-traffic control equip¬ 
ment). In addition, toe bank 
has encouraged industriaJ 
cooperation by setting up 
credit facilities in Egypt. Jor¬ 
dan 3nd Morocco. Moreover, it 
has supported MIDOR (Middle 
East Oil Refineries.), an Israeli 
and Egyptian joint venture, 
which plans to build a new pet¬ 
rol refinery in the customs-free 
area of the port of Alexandria. 

Over the last five years, the, 
EIB has authorized loans 
worth over 2 billion ECUs to 


Popeyes goes to Qatar 


All data provided by ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


ATLANTA—The Atlanta- 
based America's Favorite 
Chicken Company (AFC) 
announced that the company 
has signed an agreement to 
open four Popeyes Chicken 
and Biscuits restaurants in 
Qatar. The four new restau¬ 
rants. which will be devel¬ 
oped over toe next three 
years, will all be in Doha. 

This latesL entry into toe 
Middle East is part of AFC's 
aggressive plan to develop 
ihe region. AFC has commit¬ 
ments to develop 125 Pop- 
eyes Chicken and Biscuits 
restaurants in Egypt, six in 
Lebanon with an option to 
develop four in Syria, six in 
the United Emirates and four 
restaurants in the Gaza and 
West Bank, 

Popeyes Chicken and Bis¬ 
cuits has seven restaurants in 


Saudi Arabia and Jordan with 
30 additional commitments for 
restaurants over the next four 
years. The AFC office in 
Dubai will provide on-site 
operational support for toe new 
and existing franchises. AFC 
on-site support will come from 
AFC’s director of operations 
Nimer AI Bawb. 

“The establishment of a 
franchise in Qatar is one more 
piece of an entire Middle East¬ 
ern strategy.” director of inter¬ 
national development. Ric- 
cardo J. Bisio. said. “We will 
see a tremendous amount of 
development in toe Middle 
East 1996 is going to be a 
very exciting year with many 
development plans." 

Nasser AI Rabban is the 
franchise that will develop and 
operate the new Popeyes res¬ 


taurants in Qatar. The AI Rab¬ 
ban family is one of the top 
business families in Qatar. 

Popeyes Chicken and Bis¬ 
cuits, which specializes in New 
Orleans-style spicy and mildly 
seasoned fried chicken, roasted 
chicken, homemade biscuits 
and red beans and rice, has 333 
restaurants internationally. 
Middle Eastern restaurants will 
be built using toe chain's new 
image design and logo featur¬ 
ing a bright contemporary look 
that highlights toe internation¬ 
ally known dancing Popeyes 
Chicken and Biscuits letters 
and a palladian architectural 
design. The first Qatar location 
will be a high-visibility, free¬ 
standing location, which will 
serve to spearhead Popeyes 
entry into that state. 

America's Favorite Chicken 


countries in the Mediterranean . 
basin. 730 million ECUs of 
which h3S gone to toe Middle 
East, mainly in support of 
infrastructure spending. 

Since toe "Declaration of 
Principles” between toe PLO 
and Israel of September 1993, 
the EIB has been closely 
involved in preparing the 
“Emergency Aid Programme” 
set up by international donors 
to help Gaza and the West 
Bank, complementing a large- 
scale program of grams by the 
European Union. The program 
plans to allocate 100 million 
ECUs per year in grants for 
housing, education, law and 
order enforcement and water 
and sewerage projects, h has 
been estimated that in 1994 the 
European Union as a whole— 
in other words the European 
Commission and the various 
Member States—committed 
over 300 million ECU in 
grants, which represents over 
half of all overseas aid commit¬ 
ments io Gaza and the West 
Bank. The EIB provides finan¬ 
cial assistance and logistics 
support to the donors' Secre¬ 
tariat. which is based at the 
World Bank and coordinates 
all international aid to this 
area. In addition, the EIB pays 
for the temporary allocation of 
personnel to the Secretariat, 
out of its own budget. ■ 

Med News 


Company, toe parent com¬ 
pany of Popeyes Chicken 
and Biscuits. Churches 
Chicken and Texas Chicken, 
has expansion plans that are 
not limited only to the Mid¬ 
dle East. Both Churches and 
Popeyes are aggressively 
expanding into other inter¬ 
national markets, including 
Europe and the Pacific Rim. 
AFC has commitments to 
build more than 250 Pop- 
eyes and 300 Churches 
Texas Chicken restaurants 
in seven countries. 

America's Favorite 
Chicken Company is the 
world's second-largest quick 
service chicken company, 
and with its 1994 system 
wide sales of $1.2 billion 
and projected 1995 sales of 
SI.4 billion. AFC is one of 
the 10 largest food-service 
operators of restaurants out¬ 
side the United States. B 
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• Mr Yassir 
Arafat was 


sworn in as 
the first elect¬ 
ed Palestinian 
President and 
head oi' the 
Palestine Na¬ 
tional Author¬ 
ity last Mon¬ 
day. With his 
hand on the 
Holy Koran, 
he said. “I 
swear before 
God I will be 
sincere to the 
country and 
preserve the 

Constitution, 
law and inter¬ 
ests of the 
Palestinian 
people. 



Land confiscation continues 

0 Israel has continued to confiscate about 600 hectares of 
Palestinian land each month since the Declaration of Princi¬ 
ples was signed with the PLO in September 1993. This was 
according to a report released by the Arab League Secretariat 
which will be presented Lo the Council of the League when it 
meets on 13 March. The report says that Israel continues to 
expel Palestinians from their land so as to complicate any so¬ 
lution that could be reached with the Palestinians. The report 
says that Israel's strategy today is to build more settlements 
especially in Jerusalem so as to give it a distinct Jewish char¬ 
acter. The report says that the Israeli government is going 
back on its word by saying that the expansion of settlements 
that are now taking place is carried out by settlers or private 
developers. The government has frozen the funding of “polit¬ 
ical" settlements since 1992. but this decision didn't include 
funding settlements in Jerusalem or the Jordan valley. The 
Arab League report says that the Israeli authorities have a 
number of ways to continue to confiscate lands like forging 
the dates of the confiscation, branding certain plots as “secur¬ 
ity areas." for “winding roads." for settlements, or in turning 
certain areas into nature reserves. 


Teachers on strike 

• About 300 teachers went on strike in Ramallah last week. 
The protest was against their low wages. The strikers, who 
wanted a 40 percent wage increase, demonstrated outside the 
offices of the Palestinian Ministry of Education in Ramallah. 
Mahmood Tahu. one of the officials of the Teachers Union 
warned that demonstrations would spread through out the 
West Bank if the teachers’ demands arc-not met. There arc 
15.000 teachers in the territories. The Minister of Education 
of the Palestine National Authority Mr Yassir Amr promised 
that he would look into the teachers demands. 


Gold gets the ax 

0 The Palestine National Authority warned jewelers and 
goldsmiths that they would confiscate their gold jcweliy if it 
is not stamped officially by the PNA. A statement issued by 
the Palestinian Ministry of Economics and Commerce stated 
that all Jewelry shops and goldsmiths must apply to the offic¬ 
es of the ministry to receive the trademarks and design regis¬ 
tration. The statement said jewelers have till the first of May 
to comply with this order. 


Blood and gore: the trademark of the 
Israeli soldier 

The 'hot' story in the Egyptian press according to the Jerusa¬ 
lem Post was that Egyptian prisoners of war held in PoW 
camps in Israel were murdered and their bodies sold. Writing 
in Al Ahram daily. Dr Said Lavandi reports on a conversation 
with a Jewish merchant in Paris, who told him that he had 
within his body a kidney that was transplanted form the body 
of an Egyptian PoW. According to Lavandi's account of what 
the merchant said, the camps were used a:- "a market for hu¬ 
man parts.” Hie report said (hat Israeli soldiers guarding the 
camps used Egyptian PoWs as human targets both to get rid 
of them and because they received a high price for their body 
parts. 


Gibreel may give up armed struggle 

0 The leader of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales¬ 
tine-General Command said he might give up the armed 
struggle struggle if Syria signs a peace treaty with Israel. He 
told the Associated Press “that we will continue our struggle 
but wc might be forced to transfer our military struggle into a 
political struggle. He said that he will no: accept an invitation 
by the Israelis to visit the territories that arc controlled by the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNAi. 


Numbering Gaza! 


0 In what can be described as pan of j move to beautify and 
organize Gaza, the PNA has started officially to number the 
commercial streets. It is understood that this i> part of a wider 
step to number commercial streets throughout the self-rule ar¬ 
eas. The director of the Technical Administration in the Gaza 
(Municipality Mr Zahcr Khcil said the numbering of the 
streets «ill be accompanied sign posts. In some cases he add¬ 
ed that . -v some roads will be renamed. He continued that 
this is part of a wider project in Gaza Municipality that will 
be carried out in conjunction with postal services and the 
transport authorities. 


Salameh says he is no spy 

0 Mr Muhammad Rajab Salameh. the man who was expelled 
to Jordan b> Israel lost week, daily denied that he was spying 
for Iran. Salameh. 44 and a member of the Palestine National 
Council said he was never a spy at any time. He said he was 
tortured by the Israeli authorities for 90 days before he was 

expelled. During his torture, he was only allowed to sleep for 
two hours every three days. An Israeli military spokesman 
later alleged that the professor of philosophy from Beit Jaliah 
admitted that he transferred maps and photographs to the Ira¬ 
nian authorities. Al Quds daily quoted the Associated Press in 
Amman as saying that, once in Jordan. Salameh was not even 
questioned by the authorities despite the fact that Israel 
claims that he was also spying on Jordan. 


A guide for the Israeli tourist 

0 A new Israeli booklet of "do's" and "don’ts" is being dis¬ 
tributed to Israelis who wish lo visit Jordan using their own 
cars. The booklet instructs tourists to plan their travel accord¬ 
ing to the official touristic sites. It says that Israelis must stay 
away from what it calls problem areas such as refugee camps 
or go war mosques especially during the Friday prayer and 
especially the Al Husseini Mosque in Amman.The booklet 
also urges tourist to refrain from going to tourist sites after 
dark excepts if the tour is organized, not to wonder off to far 
away places and to stay in groups. For the individuals who 
wish to go on their own they are urged to submit a report of 
their plan to the tourist police, because ail the tourist places in 
Jordan are under their control. Tourists are urged not to speak 
in Hebrew’ in the street or the hotel and not lu reveal their Is¬ 
raeli identity. Tourists arc also urged to he conservative in 
ihcir dress. • 


By Barton GeUmau 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


JERUSALEM—Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, soaring 
in opinion polls and convinced 
that achieving peace with Syria 
will take too long, has called 
for elections on 28 May. Such a 
call amounts to a decisive test 
of Israel's course toward recon¬ 
ciliation with its Arab neigh¬ 
bors. 

The prospect has unnerved 
an opposition still reeling from 
the assassination of prime min¬ 
ister Yitzhak Rabin last No¬ 
vember and the backlash it pro¬ 
voked against the right Likud 
Party leader Binyamin Netan¬ 
yahu. who argued for two years 
that the Labor Party-Jed gov¬ 
ernment had no mandate for its 
concessions to Syria and the 
Palestine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion, now describes the early 
elections as a cynical effort by 
Peres to “kidnap" a second 
term. 

Peres, who earlier made a 
joint appearance with Secretary 
of Stare Wanea Christopher, 
later said elections would be 
held in May. He added "we 
shall ask for a mandate to con¬ 
tinue our negotiations.” and 
confidants have announced he 
will seek to hold a ballot on 28 
May. Christopher was attempt 
ing to maintain momentum in 
his quest for a Middle East 
peace settlement when he was 
in the region last week. 

Calling an election remains a 
risk for Peres and a disappoint¬ 
ment for the Qinton adminis¬ 
tration. which hoped Peres 
would use his full remaining 
term—until 29 October—to 
close a deal with Syria. Al¬ 
though Peres leads Netanyahu 
by 16 to 20 points in opinion 
surveys, pollsters warn him the 
gap will narrow sharply before 
election day. Peres often says 


Peres intrepid about a 


May election 





The Likud staked its political program on opposition to the negotiating formula 
backed by the Labor Party of returning captured Arab lands to the PLO or Syria in 

exchange for a peace treaty. 


polls are tike perfume, better 
smelled than drunk, and four 
times in his long career he has 
led the Labor Party to defeat or 
deadlock in elections. 

Likud, however, seems to 
have greater reason to fear. In 
a sign of substantial concern, 
Netanyahu announced his par¬ 
ty will form a united front with 
the rival Tsomet Party. The ar¬ 
rangement—under which Li¬ 
kud gives up eight choice pros¬ 
pects for. legislative seats and 
Tsomet backs Netanyahu for 
prime minister—amounted to 
an expensive purchase of 
Tsomet leader Rafael Eitan’s 
withdrawal from the premier's 
race: 

Netanyahu described it as a 
joining of forces by two parties 
“concerned about the increas¬ 
ing erosion, the way the coun¬ 
try is going down the drain.” 
Peres, mocking the announce¬ 
ment, said the two men "are 
setting off together, they just 
don't know where to.” 

The Ukud staked its politi¬ 
cal program on opposition to 
the negotiating formula backed 
by the Labor Party of returning 
captured Arab lands to the 
PLO or Syria in exchange for a 
peace treaty. Now it is divided 


down the middle 
on whether and 
how [o accom¬ 
modate to an un¬ 
folding deal that 
has already seen 
the withdrawal 
of Israel’s army 
from the West 
Bank's Arab 
population cen¬ 
ters and the elec¬ 
tion of Yasser 
Arafat as Pales¬ 
tinian leader. 

Most Israelis 
support the deal 
thus far, and Ne¬ 
tanyahu is trying 
to shift his party 
toward the prag¬ 
matic center. He 
wants a new plat¬ 
form that would 
recognize the 
Palestinian Na¬ 
tional Authority 
as the legitimate 
governing body 
in the formerly 
occupied territo¬ 
ry it now con¬ 
trols—but would 



draw the line at formal state¬ 
hood. or some of his party's 
heavyweights, notably Binya¬ 


min Begin, son of the late 
prime minister Mcnuchcm Be¬ 
gin. are adamantly unwilling to 
au that far. And Likud moder¬ 


ates such as Meir 
Shi tree [ warned that 
the new alliance with 
blunt-spoken Eiian. 
who once likened 
Palestinians to cock¬ 
roaches. "could 
create a movement of 
the Likud to the right 
that we do not in¬ 
tend" 

Speaking to report¬ 
ers at a high school 
Monday. Netanyahu 
remained ambiguous 
about his party's atti¬ 
tude toward the 
peace accords signed 
to date. "We will 
work within the reali¬ 
ty to improve reali- 
*y.“ he said. “Will I 
shake Arafat's hand? 
No.” 

Israel's parliamen¬ 
tary system does not 
give the prime minis¬ 
ter sole discretion on 
the election date. U 
must be approved by 
a majority of the 
120-seat Knesset, the 
parliament. Interior 


Minister Haim Ramon, an ex¬ 
perienced Labor operative, has 
begun negotiations with other 


parties for the May election. 

This year's election is the 
first in which Israelis will cast 
separate ballots for prime min¬ 
ister and parliament, and the 
political system is uncertain of 
the ramifications of the 
change. 

But Netanyahu appears con¬ 
vinced it is worth paying a sig¬ 
nificant price to avoid competi¬ 
tion from the right. The 
“unified slate" by which he 
achieved Eitan's withdrawal 
was greeted with consternation 
in the Likud rank and file, not 
least because it will probably 
cost some Likud legislators 
their seats. The ideological fit 
of the parties is imperfect as 
well because of Tsomel's hard 
line on the peace process and 
its hostility toward uiira- 
Orthodox Jews. 

"The minute you include a 
party that is declaredly, anti- 
religious you have a problem.’’ 
warned Rabbi Atych Gamticl. 
a member of parliament-for an 
Ultra-Orthodox party. Stas, 
which has swung between La¬ 
bor and Likud. ■ 
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By Doug Struck 

LA Times-Woshington Post 
News Service 


NABLUS. West Bank—The 
old priest stroked his white 
beard, and scowled at the ceil¬ 
ing, as though reading in rhe 
peeling plaster the rebuke of 
generations of Samaritan high 
priests. 

“They will say of me. it was 
in his time that the Torah 
scrolls were stolen," said the 
Rev. Yousef Abu Al Hasan, 77. 

Two antique manuscripts 
stolen from the tiny band of 
survivors of the biblical Samar¬ 
itans have reminded them of 
their vulnerability. And a ran¬ 
som demand for millions of 
dollars has reminded them of 
their powerlessness. 

"It’s not a question of 
money. It's a question of steal¬ 
ing (art of our spiritual treas¬ 
ure,” said Benyamin Tsedaka, a 
leader of the 583 Samaritans 
who remain of a nation that in 
the sixth century exceeded 1 
million. 

The theft has added to a saga 
of Samaritan artifacts stolen, 
sold, or lost over the centuries. 
The Samariums have managed 
to keep only a few ancient 
texts. 

The rest—sold or stolen— 
were scattered in the nether¬ 
world of the illicit antiquities 
trade, surfacing in museums 
and private collections from Sl 
P etersburg. Russia to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

Desperate efforts to retrieve 
the latest stolen texts, written 
by hand on the skins of ritually 
sacrificed lambs or goats, have 
led the Samaritans into a clan¬ 
destine meeting with thieves, 
appeals to world leaders, and a 
political union with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat 

“We have no power to fight 
for our goals," Tsedaka said. 
“And no government in the 
area has done anything to force 
the thieves lo turn back the 
manuscripts* 

For 3.000 years, the Samari¬ 
tans have studied and copied 
their Torah _ the first five 
books of the Bible—from their 
Nablus base near the mountain 
they; consider holy. Mount 
Gerizim. 

Mount Gerizim is a hard and 
cold mountain, with few trees 
to blunt the sharp winter wind. 
The Samaritans have built mod¬ 
ern stone homes there, but 


Samaritans desperate 


to retrieve stolen 


scrolls 


Yet the two groups consider 
themselves inseparable. They 
cling to their religion, its strict 
kosher rules and ancient rites 
of worship. And they cling lo 
their pride as the “true Israe¬ 
lites” who remained in the 
Holy Land since ancient limes 
while Jews wandered in exile. 

The two communities of 
Samaritans reunite annually at 
the highlight of their religious 
year, Passover. Forty sheep are 
ritually sacrificed and cooked 
for a feast on Mount Gerizim. 

Last March, three strangers 
stopped in the Samaritan syna¬ 
gogue in Nablus on the Satur¬ 
day before Passover. The 
Samaritans, accustomed to 
tourists, thought little of the 
strangers. 

Later, they believe, the 
strangers came back and broke 
into the synagogue. Crossing 
the large open room, furnished 
only with carpets for prayers, 
they threw back the purple cur¬ 
tain of the altar—the "Holy of 
Holies"—and opened an ornate 
wooden cabinet 

Discarding the printed cop¬ 
ies. they took the two most val¬ 


uable items 
they found: a 
scroll of the 
Samaritan 
Torah in an 
inscribed cop¬ 
per case, and 
another hand¬ 
written Torah 
on parchment 
bound in red 
covers, both 
said to be 700 
years old. 

The thieves 
slipped the 
Torah scroll 
from the case 
and left the 
met a) decora¬ 
tion on steps 
near the syna¬ 


gogue. It Was U fcnn 
costly choice: 
the casing, 
made in 1521. Paiestincisa 
is worth more 
than the scroll. 

It might have fcichcd several 
million dollars. Tsedaka said. 

The Samaritan writings are 
prized pieces. Their version of 
the Bible has 4.000 to 6.000 dif- 



** tat 

historic landmine for archaeological digs 


fcrcnces from the version used 
by the Jews, valued variations. 
Ihc Samaritans continued to 
write in the ancient script, 
unlike even the Jews, who 


many still move down to the 
warmer creases of Nablus, at 
the foot of the mountain, in the 
winter. 

Since Biblical limes, they 
have feuded with the Jews over 
theological questions and over 
whether Jerusalem or Mount 
Gerizim is most holy., They 
already were outcasts when 
Jesus shocked his fellow Jews 
by drinking water drawn by a 
Samaritan woman and spinning 
parables around the Samaritans 
to teach brotherly love. 

At times, they were nearly 
extinguished as a people, la 
1917, only 146 remained. They 
survived by adapting with cha¬ 
meleon resilience. About half 
the community left Nablus to 
build a neighborhood in an 
industrial suburb of Tel Aviv, 
Israel, where they are indistin¬ 
guishable from Israelis. They 
are citizens, serve in the Israeli 
Army and speak Hebrew. The 
when., in Nablus, hare kept 
Arab «a\>. language and drcs> 
of their neighbors on the West 
Bank. 
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It's lonely at the top 


switched to Aramaic lettering 
in their old texts. 

To even the earliest Western 
visitors, the odd. boxy letters 
evoked the ancients. Some col¬ 
lectors bought the old texts 
from Samaritans, other* stole. 
Many had help from the 
Samaritans themselves—a 

Russian Jew named Abraham 
Firfcovich wrote or visiting 
Nablus in 1864 and buy me 
four heavy sacks full of hand~- 
written Samaritan manuscripts 
from a Samaritan “engaged in 

stealing from the sanctuary.” 

“For the Iasi 400 years, our 
community was so poor they 
were forced to sell their spiri¬ 
tual treasures just for bread.” 
said Tsedaka, who has founded 
the Samaritan Studies Institute 
in Holon, near Tel Aviv, and 
tracks Samaritan antiquities. 

"The result of this sad story 
is that we have 4.000 ancient 
Samaritan manuscripts all over 
the world. And the Samaritans 
themselves only hare 35 Torah 


books left—less than 1 percent 
of the total.” he said. 

The Samaritan leaders 
reported the latest theft to 
Israeli authorities, the Interpol 
worldwide police network. 
American officials—anyone 
who would listen. But it was 
Yasser Arafat then preparing 
to expand his Palestinian 
Authority Into Nablus, who 
brought the first word. The 
documents apparently were 
smuggled to Ionian, and 
unnamed thieves were demand¬ 
ing $7 million ransom for their 
return, he said. 

A month later. Radwan Allif 
Samri. a prominent Samaritan 
insurance businessman in 
Nablus, got a call from Pales¬ 
tinian officials telling him to 
hurry over to Amman, Jordan. 

He checked into the Grand 
Palace Hotel, and waited. At 11 
p.m., he said, a man telephoned 
his room, and together they 
drove lo a vacant lot Three 
more men wailed there in an 
old. green Fiat Samri got in 
the green car. and without a 
word, the men removed two 
documents from nylon sacks. 

“It was our Torahs. When I 
saw the scroll, I kissed it and 
tears came from my eyes." be 
said. The thieves took ihe man¬ 
uscripts back. They had made 
(heir point: the documents were 
intact. The ransom was now 
down to 52 million, Samri's 
contact told him. 

"What can we do? The 
Samaritans don't have that 
money." said Samri. "And if 
•re pay this, what will stop 
them from coming again, 
maybe with guns this time, and 
taking something else?" 

The Samaritans are counting 
on Arafat. They note that a 
Samaritan from Nablus has just 
been elected to the new Pales¬ 
tinian Council. 

But Arafat's handpicked 
mayor of Nablus. 1 Rassan 
Shakka, who has passed along 
communications from die 
thieves, is pcssimistic.- 

“Now everything .is. off- 
They cut off the contact, and 
wc have lost our link to them." 
he said. "Maybe they arc trying 
to sell it to someone else." 

"For us. the value of This is 
that it is an integral part of our 
pride." Tsedaka said. “The 
Samaritans are. the last echo 
that remain In the world of the 
ancient Israelite tradition. We 
don't have any doubt about ouf 
origin, but we do have a doubt 
about our future. - We nced 
these treasures for our future 
existence." ■ 
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N. Ireland talks ended when 
concessions turned into conditions 


Davos: 


. By Fred Barbasb 

La Times-waskingion Post 

rt UUlf} LONDON—There was no 
P. . ^ ojtne plan for Northern Ire- 
vna if. iBod. no secret (leal, no honest 
broker and no shuttle diplo¬ 
macy. The peace process that 
began 18 months ago—‘amid 
tleciion deeply conflicting emotions of 
el<viir,„ I hope ..and doubt—was 
israelii wi! ^ grounded fundamentally on a 
s for pn 1 ^ blind faith that as long as the 
ameni ^ parties could be-kept talking, 
,i ' and Ik - vwriencexnight.cease. 
t»ons ‘■ ertlm t? As it turned out, there was 
s Ml I*, merit to . this simple approach. 
h For longer than anyone had 

a Ppcjrs envisaged, this ihin-reed cech- 
n h paving a .. nique seemed to work. But 
there.'was''a danger in it as 
1C r «gJ». tT well,' the obverse side: What 
*•“}' Vii i would happen when the con- 
n’s, •Mihj vernation stopped, which is 
thcMnJr”?* effectively what happened a 

.... Ic -k> The answer came last Fn- 
. proh^ij ^ when the Irish Republican 
Ul j ^gi‘.la w Anny bombed London’s larg- 
“ ^ Qfgce and residential devel- 

.** ,ni perfixi a opmeot, killing two people and 
1 T f jnsciijjj injuring dozens. The blast also 
icc pf.vcy, jy dealr a potentially lethal blow 
tow ari j ' ljJf to attempts to resolve Northern 
'* Ireland’s generation of “trou- 
wu bles”—a peace process hailed 

j c ' vtjr .. , by President Clinton on his 
av . " ■ visit here in December as an 
i \ ' J‘ r 'example to the world. 

. How. did this symbol of 
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low -* r j u![ to attempts to resolve Northern 
'* Ireland’s generation of “trou- 
\,.u bles”—a peace process hailed 

Jc'v,jr-di b y Patient on his 

av . ■ ait visit here in December as an 
a r. V f,r -' h,iai; example to the world. 

• . 1 ‘-Mityi How did this symbol of 
,r ' in^ni uuj jjQpg so suddenly become, 
Mnv Sfc once again, a symbol of 
n * h -t-'ccr,U horror?' 

■ While blame for tbe bomb 

rests squarely with the IRA, 
ssxaa&n^ responsibility for the lack of 
prc^ess in the talks belongs to 
ifun I perui politicians on all sides both 
e here and in Northern Ireland. 

ani ~n lender The talking stopped because 
•*^>1 ihcfi i they placed hurdles in its way: 
lie '- ‘-h* InitrjR the jnusie died because the 
»,>Ikv nci»fli tune ■ became “conditions” 
j/tiViaf*—jnjd rather than concessions.. . 

^ u ‘ n - Bu> ii»* And that happened, most 
men prepare likely; because between the 
. PuleMimr IRA cease-fire declaration on 
Njblu,. ife 3 i August 1994. and now,. 
iirsl Tt political, conditions changed, 
ppj r cnil> uttj For different reasons, officials 
J"rJjn £' crucial to the talks grew poliri- 
S'weredcnuis; cally weaker rather than 
r.tn».-m for tie' stronger. They treacled, by 
becoming more rather than 
er. Rjd«jnAk less intransigenE"By-the^end. 
iinen; ijfi'unii they -had backed themselves 
us'ni-ibnur • into comers from which they 
cjH .tm. P±- were' unwilling or unable to 
i :.iuny him e cscspc. " "■ > " 

mmivi.n. Jordan. Ingredients that have sus- 
mk* ihc Gne tained other negotiations in 
nJ waned ArH other conflicts were absent; 
mjn leiepncwr There was no outside third- 
3 together to 
JOii/ll iut Tie 1 
;ied there m 
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Ah.u By William Branigin 

comi'll: 4^. LA Times-Washingron Post 
A* ihif tin*?--* News Service 

-.1 • T 

an * are .■ m®?' SAN DIEGO—Under cover of 
5 e;. now ill*; darkness, a steady drizzle and a 
t \ jHushiS.t patchy fog, Manuel Parra- 
1 .ho ne» w* Sierra and 11 other Mexicans 
scaled the eight-foot-high fence 
r-, h.ind?^ and bolted into the muddy salt 
s’jMu> ^ Hats of Border Field State Park. 
u s -J ^ Their destination; Imperial 
,/ 7 iron s Bea^i, a community two miles 
ip.j-nc that illegal Mexican 

:;s • j- immigrants have long used as a 
f " in iad staging'point en route to odier 
J iink so Ptou®*, w California and across 
U - itiev JJ C tbe United States. 

!t , ne f/so’ But this was riot their lucky 
’^'l * ofil®*: uifihL Almost immediately, the i 
V- *1 "njfl * fl 1 PPUp was detected by seismic 
L '~ -iJ ^ sensors,' then tracked from a 

hJ ^ hilltop more than a mile away 
‘jj oift by "a Border Patrol agent oper- 
w m w ating a Loris infrared night- 
:t :r JT • Nfl#*" ^sion scope. By radio, the ofifi- 
lJ , 3 S^. cer Erected coUeagues in Ford 
do ncA Broncos to the scene about 
tu . r :. J ^ three-quaners of a mile north 
; for LlUr Of the border. The illesal cross¬ 


party broker, who by P" ~ — J J^ f ^r^i-^. 7 « '' 8 Tr.~7r— ? 

virtue of trust or fear I . ' ' ' 

couUPTmock heads ' ^ -V. ^ 

no equivalent of Ser- V ’ S •. 

bian President Slobo- -. '?$&. , •; 

dan Milosevic, who ,-f ' '~i • -t 

could step in for his -grp '*- 1 ■ :' -. *• ‘V- 

own reasons and call. ± 

the shots for one oi';-. 

partyor the other. '[• ; -iV 

observe the tragic gj AclK .. T ’ G ' V 

conflia in Northern .'"S • *' ' 

Ireland, it presents no '' . . . ^ 

threat to r global or 

regionai stability and '.'' ■■ ™ \* ' .. 

attracts only intermit- \ v ; E 

tent interest from the t’^ -s ^ '■ ‘ “ •" *. v ; -.ti 

rest of the world. ’.»‘ 

There is no oil in Ire- " V *■'% 

north or a ^ ; >»: ■ '* ^ 

TTie troubles of k ^ v . : ^ 

Northern Ireland are ^ » . - •. 

rooted deep in his- • ... - ; . ' v - • - j • .'V. 

tory. Britain con- ^ -- “' ' ;i •* 

trolled Ireland for Mm'' *"•' ^ ‘ =*• '*■ 

some 300 years, sup- ' JT" r . V'"'\v ' ^ '' : 'jL 

pressing Catholicism : * * ’' ’ -i 7? 

and Irish nationalism 'Itjit- *- *i ** 

by force. 'M i'S ■■ f-f. ,4; ; ; SV j. 

After years of con- y■ • :* . 

flict, Britain with- ?* - .E -v£ ; • ” .■•' ' f-. 

drew from the pre- ' yi 

dominantly Catholic . v»^t -m ""f >.v’. ^ : ^ >. 

southern 26 counties . i. ? w .* - • ^ 

in the 1920s but . J ^ . - J*:; J.; t $ 

retained control of : * ’*j C"- ! ;r r - 

the majority Protes- .‘‘ ,7 | H *’*• ’* ■?. ' .J.E - 

tant six counties in /; ^ \ • ’ . V'V'-< '• "* r - 

the north of the . ' . ■ | , j|i S i> V‘ r ' 

island, now known as ; v : -j v . ^ ^ ' 

Northern Ireland. : ?- ■ , -y^ •' •_ 

The partition fired —« -«■ ■■ -- t ■ ■ ' ' - •" ■ "■ ■ " 

up two opposing Damage caused by IRA bombing in London’s Docklands business 
movements: Irish district 
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nationalism, or repub¬ 
licanism. which favored reuni¬ 
fication with the republic to the 
soulh. and “unionism," or “Ip y- 
aiism,” which seeks to keep 
the region as part of the United 
Kingdom. 

The former was comprised 
largely of Catholics, who 
regarded themselves as the vic¬ 
tims of British and Protestant 
oppression; tbe latter . was 
made up primarily of 
Protestants. 

Both communities harbor 
violent paramilitary organiza¬ 
tions that wreaked havoc in the 
province for the past 25 years 
with tit-for-tai terrorist strikes. 
Both also maintain above¬ 
board political parties. 

The "peace process" that 
began 18 months ago was ini¬ 
tiated largely by the British 
and Irish governments, with 
considerable help from John 
Hume, leader of Northern Ire¬ 


land’s nationalist Social Demo¬ 
cratic and Labor Patty, and 
Geny Adams, president of 
Sinn Fein, the legal political 
wing of the IRA. 

Adams in particular man¬ 
aged ro persuade the IRA to 
declare the cease-fire after con¬ 
vincing them that the national¬ 
ist movement had gotten 
nowhere using violence, and 
that other means might prove 
more productive. 

At the beginning, there 
appeared to be some flexibility 
on all sides. Negotiating “posi¬ 
tions" seemed to be just that 1 
positions subject 'to 
negotiation. 

.British Prime Minister John 
Major put , aside initial 
demands that the IRA and Sinn 
Fein formally declare the 
cease-fire permanent as a pre¬ 
condition to the stan of formal 
high-level contacts between 


the British government and 
Sinn Fein. 

Major also put his name to a 
framework document with the 
government of Ireland thai pro¬ 
posed some ideas once consid¬ 
ered unthinkable in London, 
such as allowing the govern¬ 
ment in Dublin to have a for¬ 
mal. if limited, voice in the 
governance of Northern 
Ireland. 

Unionist parties representing 
primarily Protestants, while 
loathing that notion,- seemed 
willing to talk about the docu¬ 
ment. which alstf contained a 
promise that’ thie future of 
Northern Ireland would be 
determined by the consent'of 
the majority. Sinn Fein, while 
opposing ‘that idea, also 
appeared ready to proceed. 

The process started to get 
bogged down about seven 
months ago, with Major’s 


demand that before formal 
talks could start. Sinn Fein and 
the IRA would have to begin 
decommissioning its arsenal of 
weapons and explosives. 

Sinn Fein refused, saying it 
had proved its commitment to 
the peace process, and that 
decommissioning should be a 
subject Tor talks, not a precon¬ 
dition. Decommissioning, it 
said, was “surrender.” 

Months passed with no 
change on either side. The 
political situation did change, 
however. Major's Conservative 
Party saw its parliamentary 
majority dwindle to the point 
where it became more and 
more dependent on the support 
of the nine Northern freland 
unionists lo keep control of 
Parliament. 

In November Major and 
Irish Prime Minister John Bru¬ 
ton tried to restore momentum 
by appointing an international 
commission, headed by former 
' U.S. Senate Majority Leader 
George Mitchell, to make rec 
ommendaiions on tnc arms 
issue so that negotiations on 
substantive political matters 
could begin independently of 
that question by the end of 
February. 

Mitchell’s panel recom¬ 
mended on Jan. 24 that Major 
drop his demand for weapons 
disposal as a precondition to 
talks, provided Sinn Fein and 
all other parties promised to 
use only peaceful means to 
advance their cause. 

Major endorsed the report 
and said he would indeed drop 
that demand, but lie then sub¬ 
stituted a different condition: 
the proposal for an election in 
Northern Ireland originally 
■ proffered by Trimble, the 
Ulster Unionist leader. 

Officials in Dublin were 
stunned. The election idea, 
they said, was a known non¬ 
starter bound to be rejected by 
nationalists because of the out¬ 
numbered Catholics' past expe¬ 
riences at the polls in Northern 
Ireland. 

The Dubiin-London relation¬ 
ship reached a new low*. Pre¬ 
dictably. both Sinn Fein and 
the moderate Social Demo¬ 
cratic and Labor Party, which 
has always opposed violence, 
angrily rejected Major's 
condiu'on. 

Most analysts say that was 
the watershed moment, a signal 
that the talking could go no fur¬ 
ther. It did not. ■ 
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•US border guards crack down 
on Mexican immigrants 

) With the IDENT system, authorities have a new weapon against smugglers who guide groups of 
' migrants across the border . Previously , they would give different names each time they were caught 
; and claim to be ordinary migrants themselves, claims that could not be disproved. 
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By William Branigin 

LA Times- Washington Post 
: News Service 

SAN DIEGO—Under cover of 
darkness, a steady drizzle and a 
patchy fog, Manuel Parra- 
Sierra and 1 1 other Mexicans 
scaled the eight-foot-high fence 
and bolted into the muddy salt 
fiats of Border Field State Park. 

Their destination: Imperial 
Beach, a community two miles 
away that illegal Mexican 
immigrants have long used as a 
staging" point en route to odier 
places in California and across 
tbe United States. 

But this was riot their lucky 
night. Almost immediately, the 
group was detected by seismic 
sensors," then tracked from a 
hilltop more than a mile away 
by "a Border Patrol agent oper¬ 
ating a Loris infrared night- 
vision scope. By radio, the offi¬ 
cer directed coUeagues in Ford 
Broncos to the scene about 
three-quarters of a mile north 
of the bonier. The illegal cross- 
era were, then quickly sur¬ 
rounded by agents shouting 
^t-wrSpanish. 

: tiic- economic situation 

iwe're -Rymg through,” said 
■ Pana-^ierra, - 33, explaining 
why'he left his wife and two 
chfidreni at home in Yucatan 
state, .where he earned less than 
JBfaweek as an electrician, to 
seek woric in the United States. 

Tbd group was part of a 
-wave .of. illegal border crossers 
driven by. Mexico’s worst eco- 
nomic recession in 60 years, an 
infiux .that is being met by a 
major hew (JS effort to tighten 
control of the southwestern 
border. Launched on 16 Janu¬ 
ary* the program reinforces 
Southern California and Ari¬ 
zona, with 300 Border Patrol 
and immigration officers sup¬ 
ported .by police. National 
Guard and military personnel. 
The move serves to bolster 


President Clinton’s claims of 
getting the border under con¬ 
trol and ending die “neglect" of 
previous administrations that 
had made the San Diego area a 
freeway for ’ illegal 
immigration. 

The effort also carries high 
stakes politically in this elec¬ 
tion year—especially in Cali¬ 
fornia. a crucial constituency in 
which illegal immigration is a 
key issue. At the same time, it 
has provoked expressions of 
alarm and condemnation from 
officials in Mexico, who 
accuse the United Slates of 
“militarizing'’ the border. 

An existing campaign, 
; “Operation Gatekeeper,” 
already has made crossing here 
more difficult Notably, it has 
driven up the costs that smug¬ 
glers charge to guide illegal ali¬ 
ens through the human, physi¬ 
cal and technological barriers 
that have changed the face of 
the border in tbe last couple of 
years. 

As a result, illegal crossers 
have resorted increasingly to 
document fraud at legal ports 
of entry, and many have moved 
eastward into rougher and 
more dangerous terrain. 

On 20 January, one young 
Mexican was killed and five 
others were injured, one criti¬ 
cally, when they fell off a 120- 
foot cliff in the Otay Lakes 
area about 20 miles east of 
Imperial Beach. The survivors 
were rescued by the Border 
Patrol and a local sherifFs 
department helicopter. 

There also has been a change 
in the type of people coming 
north illegally, according to US 
and Mexican authorities. Tradi¬ 
tionally, most illegal crossers 
have been jobless laborers or 
farm workers from a few states 
in Mexico. Now. as in a previ¬ 
ous economic crisis in the mid- 
1980s, they come from all over 
the country and include a 


higher proportion of skilled 
workers and middle-class peo¬ 
ple. The latest crossers have 
been fleeing an economy that 
shrank six percent and lost a 
million jobs last year while run¬ 
ning 50 percent inflation and 
sustaining a nearly 60 percent 
drop in the value of the peso. 

“In the last couple of months 
we’ve been seeing people who 
would never have considered 
coming to the bonier before," 
said Johnny N. Williams, the 
Border Patrol chief for the 66- 
mile San Diego sector. “They 
tell us they’re forced to try 
something” 

Parra-Sierra seemed to be a 
case in point. “The money I 
earned was not enough to feed 
my family,” he said glumly as 
Bonier Patrol agents put plastic 
handcuffs on his compatriots, a 
few of whom had removed 
their pants in preparation to 
cross a small channel. “1 came 
with the idea of working in 
whatever job 1 could find.” 

Wearing a green jacket, 
bluejeans and muddy running 
shoes, the visibly apprehensive 
Mexican said his 16 January 
foray was his first attempt to 
enter the United Stales, an 
assertion supported by a com¬ 
puter that found no record of 
an encounter with the Border 
Patrol in the recent pasL 

In January, apprehensions of 
illegal aliens along the entire 
2.000-mile border with Mexico 
rose 66 percent from a year 
ago. In the San Diego sector, 
the most heavily traversed por¬ 
tion of the frontier, the Border 
Patrol last month caught an 
average of 1.890 a day. up 51 
percent from Januaiy 1995. 
reflecting both the increased 
traffic and the Border Patrol’s 
increased ability to catch 
people. 

Efforts to step up enforce¬ 
ment along this stretch of the 
border began slowly in 1990 


and then accelerated with the 
launch of Operation Gate¬ 
keeper in October 1994. Since 
then, illegal crossers in this sec¬ 
tor have had to contend with 14 
miles of fences made of surplus 
iron runway mats, a 50 percent 
increase in Border Patrol 
agents, newdy bulldozed access 
roads for patrol vehicles, rows 
of stadium lights that illumi¬ 
nate smuggling routes, an 
enhanced array of night scopes, 
hundreds of seismic, metallic 
and infrared sensors, seven hel¬ 
icopters and a computerized 
identification system called 
“IDENT’ that records the pho¬ 
tographs and fingerprints of 
everyone apprehended. 

“The scopes basically run 
the show at night." Border 
Patrol supervisory agent Ron 
Henley said after personally 
collaring two of the illegal 
crossers rounded up in Border 
Field State.Park. 

“They took advantage of 
weather they thought we were 
not going to work in,” said 
Steve Kartchner. another agent 
who arrived on the scene. 
While fog tends to limiL the 
scopes’ ability to pick people 
out of the darkness, on a clear 
cold night "you can almost 
count fingers." he said. 

“The weather is about the 
only thing that can defeat us." 
Henley said. 

With the IDENT system, 
authorities have a new weapon 
against smugglers who guide 
groups of migrants across the 
border. Previously, they would 
give different names each time 
they were caught and claim to 
be ordinary migrants .them¬ 
selves. claims that could not be 
disproved. The Border Patrol, a 
branch of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS), 
would then bus them back to 
Mexico with other detainees, 
and the smugglers would be 
back in business. 


Now, repeat offenders and 
previously deponed criminal 
aliens can be more readily 
identified, then prosecuted on 
felony charges if they come 
back. 

“For the first lime, we have 
a border that is being man¬ 
aged.” asserted Alan Bersin. 
the attorney general’s special 
representative on border issues. 

Fred Krissman. a researcher 
at the University of Califomia- 
San Diego’s Center for US- 
Mexican Studies, charged, 
however, that the border- 
control program is merely 
"deflecting flows from one sec¬ 
tor of the border to another” 
He added, "All we’re really 
doing is raising the cost and 
difficulty of migration, but 
we’re not even slowing. Jet 
alone stopping, the historical 
pattern." 

At the San Ysidro crossing, 
the world’s_ busiest port of 
entry with 45 million crossings 
last year, smugglers often oper¬ 
ate within 50 yards of the 
inspection windows, said INS 
district director Mark Reed. 
“The smugglers are continually 
prodding," he said. “This has 
always been their turf. They're 
not going to give it up easily." 

As he showed a reporter 
where the smugglers regularly 
gather, three men were boldly 
climbing a 12-foot fence that 
runs perpendicular to the bor¬ 
der a few feet inside US terri- 
rory. Reed sprinted over and 
ordered them to climb down. 

“They see California as a 
dream, as the promised land,” 
said the Rev. Gianni Fanzolalo. 
an Italian priest who runs a 
shelter for migrants in the Mex¬ 
ican border city of Tijuana. But 
it is harder titan ever to get 
there, he said, and the number . 
of migrants who report being 
tumeifback is now around 80 
percent, up 30 percent from , 
last month. ■ 


mtematic 

By Scolf Kraft 

La Times Washington r'uii AV ra 5enriv 

DAVOS. Switzerland—Over dinrer reci-mly 
in this quiet resort high in the snowy Swiss 
Alps. Nobel Prize-winning scientist Janie* D 
Watson discovered a new friend in Frank 
Gehry, the distinguished Los Angeles 
architect. 

"Wc learned we have a lot in common." 
recalled Watson, die ft7-year-old DN.a expert 
and president of the Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory in New York. "Wc both love 
physical exercise. Did you knot*, be !earned 
to play hockey at age 63"" 

The laws of person jI chemistry were s»n 
display (he same evening in another Davos 
restaurant, where Jean-Dcnid Tordjnun. 
France's ambassador for intctTiniioiia! invest¬ 
ment. found himself seated next ;o an Italian 
industrialist—the ■tame m m TorJjman had 
been try ing lo meet for months. 

By dessert, a muliiinil!ion-dcl!ar \enmre in 
France was on the table. "The Italians love 
France." Toidjnun explained later. "Bui it 
helps to have someone like me to help them 
ih/vueb the bureaucracy.” 

Welcome to one of The laruesi. mi-si 
sophisticated and most elite i:esworking 
bazaars in the world. Every inter. n^_riy 
2.000 husiness leaders, r-ilitt-sun*. .•cienrisis. 
artists, educator, and joura.iib:- con ergc— 
and sometimes collide —for si-, frenetic Jay-' 
in this small ski resort. The results li :\e. ':>\cr 
the past quarter-century, opened doors to bil- 
lion-doilnr deals, resolved gritty bj-tines*. .ciJ 
scientific problems and c>eti spanned intcr- 
rcuional peacemaking. 

Officially, it is the annual meeting of the 
World Economic Forum, j S'vSv.-ha'-oJ j>*o- 
ciaiion of business leaders. Dot among partic¬ 
ipants it is simply "Da.us." .i voru Th::t nas 
become synonymous -v itn ;r;-reiiti.:ily 
high-powered networking among be mhos. 
government and .u.-demi.i. 

"Wc live in j woiid v.here getting people’s 
attention is the single m.»t valuable tiling." 
said Arno Penzias. Nobel laureate and chief 
scientist for ■n7<J':7\ bo; Labor.,loric*. 
‘There's information all over the p!.;«.e. out 
the difficult thing j; to get it And tin-, i- .; 
place where you can get people s attention.’' 

The Davos networking system works 
thanks to an absence nl interference, the 
rules bar secretaries, aides and other st.U'i 
who—outside Davos—work together t.> con¬ 
trol access to corporate executive* anti gov¬ 
ernment ministers. Even head* of suic .ire 
allowed only a single aide or ’nterpetor r.:u 
minima! personal iccuri:y. 

“Everyone here is equal." said Claude 
Smadja. one of the managing directo * ot the 
forum. “We don’t allow anyone to bring thei: 
overwhelming entourages because that just 
creates barricades between people. So here 
you cun find yourself elbow to elbow with 
people' you w’udlrin't ■normally' be ac!e to 
' approach’ \yithoul long. circuit* ur* effon.’’ 

Yhe networking op:-raie*- or, multiple lev¬ 
els. Many executives come prepared with 
detailed lists of the people the:, intern) to 
meet and the things they want tu accomplish 
They roam the null ways in that effort, paus¬ 
ing only to take calls on their cer.ul.tr 
telephones. 

In this environment, the heads of major 
corporations— among them. Air France. 
Toyota, the German chemical company 
BASF and American textile nwuer Fieldovest 
Cannon— earr chat privately or in small 
groups with government figures—such as 
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres. South 
African Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. Ger¬ 
man Bundesbank President Hans Tietmeyer 
and FBI Director Louis J. Freeh. 

Alongside the government and business 
leaders arc an assortment of invited guests. 
This year, they included the hejds of unions, 
think tanks, hospitals and laler.i nunageniciu 
agencies as well as diploma!*, ccononiiAs. 
newspaper columnist®, funrriit-*. Nobel Prii:e- 
w-ilining xcieriti>is and :ui .irta;. of ar.ij.L-. 
from South African jiijI 1 -'; >jiJ Nobe! lau¬ 
reate Nadine Gordimei to Irish PutiM iamo 
Galway. 

Gordimer. Galway and Gehry joined sculp¬ 
tor Dani_ Kara van and a dozen other cultural 
leaders lor a brainstorming session with snuil 
groups nl conference participants. Another 
session, on die ItiVO American presidential 
election, featured US Democratic Senator 
Bill Bradley. Christian Coalition director 
Ralph Reed and William j. Bcm.c:t. 'Yirmer 



US secretary of education :u?d co-dircv;or of 
the conservative advocacy group Empower 
America. 

In pn*i years, the neutral location and 
atmosphere of Davos has helped hasten 
efforts to reconcile some of the world’s most 
difficult political disputes. Greece and Turkey 
signed a declaration here in 19SS Ic* end hos¬ 
tilities. In ivLsM. North and South Korea chose 
Djv. is :i\ the place to meet for the first time at 
tiie mini aerial level 

The process of German unification was 
accelerated in by j meeting of me heads 
of East and We*i Germany. And in 1994. 
Peres nr-d Palestine Liberation Organization 
Chairman Yasser .Arafat reached a draft 
agreement to bring Pale simian auinnoim to 

the G.i7.i Strip and Jericho. 

While L'av.js occasionally makes headlines, 
the World Economic Forum keeps ,i relatively 
low profile. It doesn't nuke things happen but 
rather creates a rich atmosphere in which 
things can happen. 

The World Economic Fimim was started in 
1971 by Klaus Schwab, a Swiss professor of 
business administration, as a wj> for Euro¬ 
pean hu.-tineis leaders :■» devise a common 
way in take ad''jitiag-■ of the international 
marketplace It e.-pandeti n. include busi- 
:v:.*sc;. or!u i.ie idi b.o i-.l range of 
ipfe'ots. 

Businesses that art members pay from 
.f to SI in ai.u.i.il dues to the non¬ 

profit as.sOei.iti'>n. which h.,s 7't hill-liine 
employees. M.tnl'cr*. p.;v u> additional 
ft. attend : hc .• mfeienc-. n> inv itaiion- 
only This yc::i. orj-inr. vT* uv. tied d. 4 t.‘ public 
figures j* weii '.ii.t felksv- *f’ and 

201 .) "foreign lello. 1 reg-jiat partictp'r,!* 
from outside- -lie hu- ire.- ■ . 

In recent years. b ,s _ .. 
cijfls find ihemsei>>.'■ :;i. v ysv*-•«■.! fijrar. 
.'i-j :i-.-cJ for sin.pt-. 

.ili-:iiilK«iiaiit. 

A lev. yc-.sf.* ago uf i.rf-c.’. ,i 5-vcJ:>h 
piisin.'<.,n,a:i cam-: her.- .tier t .:ng eight 
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David J. Saul, the rrir.ie in«ni-i-.-r ol Bcr- 
tnii-Ja. met Dean [..-rBaro/t. Jiairnijn of Bar¬ 
ter, march Financial M.i:\igcm-jm Inc., a g»n- 

h. t! inves;:iient tiu-.-.r. ..orspany. over ice 
cream a lev. yc.r- aco J.tB.iro:.’*. -.ompany 

i. -.o been sending in->is :n t’crmuJ:: ever 
*.n.v. 

R.jy i'd Hiiitiiijft'ft. i.c.id •■!' a Houston- 
based oil v.mpa.v. -.ir.d l>I'S ambassa¬ 
dor lu Austria, has hse.t unlng lo: 15 years. 

"You can tali. i*. hc.J* of state and they 
say. L. ok me up" lie said "... They don't 
know me Irom A.k-m’s o:l 1\\\ Bui litis is a 
re : aved v j\ ; .t» *;c‘ '.u know each other AiiJ it 
c.iri pay HT.'’ 

Stuart Wee.c 1 -. se.ti-.-r vice president nt 
E f ;ccron.'c Dr.t_ System? Corp. the Drillas- 
b.ticd company that ooes \i sir.es> in -tit coun¬ 
tries. tines it ''-j hunioiiiiy experience. If you 
want to go some place anJ reaii/.e you’to not a 
big cheese, this is it." 

\v'ai.* 0 i:. who v.on ht-. .'v'ol'e! Pri/c in 1962 
lot mapping the mnlccuLr structure of DNA. 
shied away from ccicntiMS and instead !■ -ok 
the opportunity to hea«- .- derate on religion 
biM.vec 11 the head of tnc k’hnsuun Coalition 
and Nohcl Peace Priec winner Eiie Wiesel. 
who "v a Immanliic - ;>io lessor a; Bono n 
University. 

"Frankly. I thought before I came here that 
Wiesel was overrated." Watson said. "But 
when l heard him speak, i was impressed. The 
chief benefit of ih:s place for me s\ m change 
my attitude- aonut high-profile figures." 

• Like Wdisnn. many participants seek out 
leaders m rii.ei tick.**, ni.-ople v.-iiom ihcy 
would i-r.er h ive thr dunce meet if m»t 
for this clue melting pS-'ienii-x turned up 
ji v„\s>ji.Mis nj) "n-i-.. cr tourh * :ji»;1 -. orponne 

executives li-'cncd to expert* Ji*cuss 
"dcsienir babies” Fopjm organi/crs had to 
turn away dozens i.f participants who wanted 
to attend a:: o-. jrf-.nti.eJ dinner sc*-./on to di s- 
vti.ss “objective tnnh" vith Yvicv: 1 

■some people cal! 'hi* i'avt a gift 
c-.crungc.” Pen/us ’ And it’s true thai 

i;'j just pe.ipic te'ling each nthci Muff, like 
■a. piers sitting around :: cjI’c. But ft's still 
Vi onh it " \S 


Globa? liifcrmaiicn 
Solutions 


DAYTON OHIO / 10-January * 1996. AT&T Global 
information Solution Company will change its name 
and go back to tbe original name NCR Corporation. In 
preparation for the final separation from AT&T 
mother company, tills separation w3i take place a* the 
beginning of 1997. by then the company v-aS be totally 
independent with its own stocks. 
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NCR 
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Mr. Azzam Shewefhat, the general manger of the ‘‘j 

company -Jordan Branch- said that the charge of the ■ ‘J0 j 

name came as a result of AT&T declaration in 

20-9-1995 of separating into three traditional . r ! 

companies which are the mother company AT&T and j ^ £ j 

NCR corporation as well as a third company which will “cj.- r T >—’ 

be defined later. Mr. SJ:evveihat expressed his relief, ’ ‘^ zzam eveuiat 
because tbe name NCR has its history in Jordan since 

the 196U’s and the people of Jordan know the company mainly by that name. 
Since the beginning of 1995 the company resumed activities in Gaza and the Wes* 
Bank for it fitted automatic many machines and variety of calculations in major 
banks there. 

The president of the company in the M.E. and African Mr. Chris Phylactou 
said the name NCR sees really disappeared from the area, for it has built up 112 
years of achievements, values and clients trust He aiso added that the company 
has introduced new technology like wo rid mark servers, maintenance and 
traditional support services, and comprehensive solution services, as an example 
of the services in the M.E.. and Africa, is the ATMS and retail POS machines. 
These solutions indude computers and services pregames which counts date into 
awful information. So that clients can get better services. 

The new motto of NCR is strength, responsibility, reliance and partnership with 
clients. NCR who said that it signed long term agreements with Bell labs to 
maintain; and improve NCR is participation in Beil lab's reserved. This 


i 


V 


















8 THE STAR 



ft 


New Director 
of Sales at 

Marriott 






• Rami Safadi has been pm* 
moled ns Director of Sales al the 
Amman Marriott Hotel. Mr | 

Safadi graduated Irom the Uni¬ 
versity of Orlando. Florida with 
a Hospitality Management bach¬ 
elor Degree in 1993. He occu¬ 
pied different positions with 
other international hotci chains 
in the United States from 1990- Safadi (left) 

1993. Mr Safadi joined the 

Amman Marriott Hotel in 1993 as sales manager after graduating and then was promoted to Director 
of Reservations Sales and is currently Director of Sales. 


Another success from 
the Czechs at the RCC 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to The Star 


UNDER THE patronage of 
HRH Queen Noor, a violin 
recital was held on Sunday. 
11 February, at the Royal Cul¬ 
tural Center, organized by the 
National Music Conservator} 
and the Czech Embassy in 
cooperation with the Czech 
Airlines and the Marriott 
Hotel. 

The \PCCtaiors were given a 
taste of three important eras tn 
the history of the Sonata com¬ 
position. A piece from the 
Baroque, two pieces from the 
Classical and one from the 
Romantic. Vulcan Hudecek. 
a leading contemporary violin¬ 
ist. entertained the audience 
with an energetic perfor¬ 
mance. The program Mailed 
with Mozart's Sonata in G 
minor. A» was popular among 
Hayt'u. Beethoven and 
Mozart at the time of us com¬ 
position. the latter’s sonata 
was composed in a three 
movement format, fasl-slow- 
fast that was almost a stan¬ 
dard in Viennese classical 
sonatas, regardless of instra- 





HRH Queen Noor shakes hands with Hudecek 


mentation Most scnuUs w rmcn 
by Mozart and utlier composer-, 
of the :ra. like this -onata. ••• ore 
initially v rihen for amateur 
music-making. 

Beethoven s Sonata in D 
major, also labeled quasi wu : . 
fantasia topus 37. 18U0-! 8U1 1 . 
wj.s written using conventions 
other than Sonata form for the 
opening movement .md called 
zrzzxasr tj rtprcrj*- 


for no pause between move¬ 
ments His practices with the 
Sonata 'el him apart from his 
predecessors. Schuhurl's Duo 
Sonata :n major, al the time 
of its composition, wav infused 
with a new -pint, and the work 
employed Classical conven¬ 
tions for the number of move¬ 
ments and their formal 
schemes. It came at an era 


where most Sonatas were com¬ 
posed. specifically by Schubert. 
Weber and Mcndelsson. for 
piano solo or for piano and vio¬ 
lin. Dvorak's Sonata in G 
Major comes from a time were 
a four-movement, romantic and 
very thematic sonata was 
preferred. 

Hudeeeck started playing at 
a young age and performed 
publicly'for-lhc first time at the 
age of fifteen playing Paga¬ 
nini's Concerto in D major 
with the world acknow (edged 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
in London. Ever since, he also 
performed with several estab¬ 
lished orchestras such as the 
Berliner Philharmoniker. 
Gcwandhaus Orchcster. Cleve¬ 
land Symphony Orchestra. 
Moscow State Philharmonic, 
among others. Since 1990. he , 
has been playing on the Libon. j 
a unique and rare type of spe¬ 
cially made violin. Pclr Ada- j 
mec. a compatriot of Hudec- 
cck. accompanied him on the 
piano. They have been working 
together "since Hudeeeck’s ; 
early career. Adamcc is an 
Associate Professor at the i 
Musical Faculty of the Acad- j 
emy or Music and Dramatic 
An’s. 

The Slur talked to sev cral of 
the spectators about the perfor¬ 
mance. “Uncqualed". The con- ! 
servaiory's shows keep getting ; 
better" and "I never enjoyed I 
Sonatas as much as I did ! 
lodav." ■ I 


sd.z :rss -. ■ 


Right shows, but what 


about the audience? 


CONSIDERABLE EFFORT 
goes into the production of 
two highly interesting Jordan 
Television shows, yet they do 
not seem to be receiving the 
credit they are due. Prism, 
produced and hosted by Nida 
Ramahi. and Hcartbc.it. pro¬ 
duced and hosted by Mahu 
Addasi. have considered and 
presented problems more cou¬ 
rageously and thoroughly than 
most other shows. The Slur 
talked to the hosts and asked 
them about their aspirations 
and goals stressing one criti¬ 
cal question: would your sub¬ 
jects have greater success with 
audiences vvhu watch Channel 
One rather tlnr-c ■.•.ho w.iijv 
Charnel Two. and if -*o why 
not have your *-!i-.»v- *. :n 
Arabic - ' 

Ramahi w ho has j B.xhci.v 
of Science in radio. TA ar.o 
jnuroaii-rr. confirmed the -.sew 
that such a -how shvxtlil also 
be in Arabic tut was cautious 
about :‘s succcs.-. "Tiici.e wh ,% 
don'; care to vvat. b : t :n suh:i- 
ilcd Arabu arcr.'i going to 
wjtch .ir.yu.ii, rcgarjic-s o! 
the ianguage." she states. 

Ramahi is interested i~ 
social. economic and political 
matters. She insists that they 
arc as inseparable as the pan’s 
of the human body She tjc.s- 
les issues according so ihe 
available information At 
times, the show take-, the 
form of a debate, a documen¬ 
tary. a review or a repon She 
had great success with a 
three- scries report on the Beij¬ 
ing Conference last year, 
although she had little time to 
produce the show. and the 
only mater.al available was 
news reports. 

She can see that most volun¬ 
teers for issues discussed in 
her program come from 
Amman, and arc more inter¬ 
ested in its current formal. She 




an informative, educational 
program, not a technical one 
containing medical jargon. *1 
want to humanize medicine.” 
she said. *1 want to bring it 
closer to people." 

Addasi likes to break the 
confinement of being just a 
presenter of a show" Unlike 
scientifically oriented pro¬ 
grams where the host is .ifwjys 
invisible and remains alien to 
the viewer, she prefers to 
establish "evc-comaei" with 
the viewers, so that her recom¬ 
mendations and advice sinks 
in 
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Bmh hosts find their work 
challenging and extremely 
rev. arrive T1 k*v vliate a wjs'n 

R-'-IUli.* Oi 
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Air France: Always renovating 


9 \ir France wishes u> 
inform iheir p.isMJ’icer* that 
an check-ir. by 

phone. i..-, or \ finite! is availa¬ 
ble from Pari* Charles de 
Gauiie vr }*jris 'Irb ,Virc. r?>.. 
Pas*L i .T 4 et s should have firm 
reservations and be carrying 
nniy e.ind-hjguaqv With only 
one phnre call. Lbo hoard ini: 
pass wiii tic available at any 
Air Frar..r sales desk at the 
airport or in the lounges. Pas¬ 
senger’s rights are Mr 
France’s ennerrn. 




Road to Hell 

Potentials of a young novelist 


Road To Hell . By Rima 
Jbara. Havatt Annas. 
Dubai 1996' pp23I. 


AMMAN I Star 1 —77it* Read 
to Hell is the latest novel of 
the young author Rima 
Jbara. 5hc has published 
two previous novels: The 
first was Powerful Loir in 
1993 and the second was 
Golden Low in 1994. The 
author writes in English Jtid 
her latest novel was influ¬ 
enced by Western romantic 
literature. Jbara published 


her toic’i when * : ;e •••■.* 
only J4 Her heroine: are u:”- 
ally yi- :r.g -irb, who dr.vm 
fame and mni.irtre love. 

Jbjrj .. poveN :sie rrcmti-.ng 
.anJ .be ceuic b.e-e .. = 

’She "trie- v j-!ea>:jw *’* : . 
man.rera-: >o : cep :he re.i-ier 
inicre-ica The china*. ■» 
reached through lez:.;.-.: cep. 

Her wr.iTg r. suitable f«~r 
the voting people she 
addrev-e.-, although her choice 
of viv.*b-ji..n strong 

The Jf.'-v: f.- If'-’! is .jS ::: .■ 
feer.agj: < ;'!e-.l Maura 

Morales ■•vhn dreams of :'rl- 


e-v.the !is;is!ers of her 

Marilyn Monroe. She 

1 :•'».•• rv :?rs ; step by winning 
• ! v \! -s M.i.Jnd title and 

-"Li/irc c eijor.u ai'.'ynd her 
S.-.c up io re ;hs 

••• 'r!..' - actress and 

lc m.ite ••;.rc,hv’ nt beauty. 

•• ;n love Witr ilef f‘>l- 
r.e:giibo{ Edward Brigh¬ 
ton. wJx- had previnU'l. 

::ei .iii«; v.hi* use* her 
«..cce-- To achieve his own 
■ •’» c:-c- no: rcaiire that 

e -rr: her Snore 



Rima Jbara 


First Tunisian Airlines 
plane lands at Queen Alia 
International Airport 




/auaoA 



THE TUNISIAN Airlines have started 
operating direct Rights between Amman 
ar.d Tunisia, and their first plane has 
already arrived at Queen Alia Airport. 

General Manager ol the Tunisian 
Airlines. Mr Husni Bin Saeed. said this 
step aims to develop commercial and 
touristic relations between the two 
countries. He also expressed hope that a j-.-: \ '.: 

this move will strengthen cooperation 3 } L 

between the Tunisian Airlines and Royal i m E ’‘J 
Jordanian regarding # trips tn Asia. .{J 

Europe and America Jordan, he said, is Bin Sated 
the gale through which Tunis can gel to * 
rhe cast. 

The passengers of the first trip were received warmly, and were 
given flowers upon arrival. ■ 


Mr Bin Saecd 


Emirates drums up 
international attendance to 
Dubai shopping festival 


tub K 

!! • 



EMIRATES. THE international airline of the UAE. is nnc of the 
key sponsors in the Dubai shopping Fesliv.il taking place from 15 
February to 2b March. It is participating along with other compa¬ 
nies. banks and commercial centers in boosting the number rt 1 isi- 
tor.s to Dubai during the days of the festival. "Emirates will be the 
official means nf transportation to the festival-" said Saved Harri¬ 
dan. general manager of Emirates 

Emirate- vs ill provide participants in the festival with a number 
ol Facilities as an incentive to shop more in Dubai All passenger. 
departing from Dubai will receive excess baggage allowance o! fit 
kg over the normal published allowance Special -hopping pack¬ 
ages have been released by the an line’s leisure management divi¬ 
sion. Emirates Holidays to guarantee visitors hotel rooms and air¬ 
line sea.'-, durrne tire festival fi.ic!i package lasts up in tour nights 
arid co-ts Irom 543X per person. The price covers return economy 

.nit in* bet**.>.-•.••» ’I"' ro-niviivr nin-. arid lliib.ii, lioii-l .■ecocmii'J.i- 
tion with break Iasi, an poll-meet-aml-;is:,i>-t services and !t---:s>fci*. 
The packages arc now being sold in lc.hr.in, Amm.i:i, fleim;. 
Gain* Dam.iscu.. Singapore ami R.uigkol 

Enm.itc- Holidays sells Dub:ii vacations m >is range ot Fro 
chnres wlnsh art prmluecd m -evaal l.mguaees am] tl< n tx i*-«ulcc! to 
imvc! agents and corporate clients network-wide The pro in a s arc 
now available :it many countries like Jon.Ian. Iran. Lebanon. 
Egypt clc. The airline is also promoting the month-long shopping 
bonanza w-.tti publicity ihroughoiu its network ol 3b destinations 
The Emirates. ...lid Hanidan. has won over S5 inlcmainm.il 
awards including airline of rhr year 1994. *• EMahli-hcd iu--t fri 
years ago. Emirates Hies one of tlu 1 youngest and mo;.: rn-idem 
Heels m the world" lie .idtied. I See Story at back pace) ■ 



CONSISTENTLY COMMITTED— 
TO BETTER HOSPITALITY 

TURIISO has advertised recently very special 
rates fnr their Suites Hotel with the emphasis on 
ils consistent commi(merit to hospitality and 
service..-. 


The idea is that Turino now offers ri(/-style 
luxury in Amman for no more Mian the cost of a 
regular liotel room. 


Wc understand that discounts in (he low 
seasons are over 40 especially to corporutrons 
and foreign clients. The super plus at turino is 
of course attributed to its two famous 
restaurants. The Club Restaurant and Cheers 
Elite Cafe. 


If you are visiting Ammon, 
Turino is around the 
corner or the southern end 
of 6th circle. . It’s 
moderately priced and the 
burgers and pizzas u( 
Cheers Cafe arc claimed 
to be among the best in the 
world! 

Try Turino for dinner 
Cali 863 944 
Swcifivch 
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THE FAR SIDE 
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By GARY LARSON. ■ ^l** usp 
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’’Mom! We were ail singing ‘She’ll Be Cornin’ Around 
the Mountain/ but Randy won’t stop with the ‘whack, 
whack’ part!” 


!i .rt. 
Mia 


< d . i .-'f 

AJ Q fc 


4 

J\ 


aUffit^hst^l’p 

itifeided fcv 1c: 

i fecoTie: 

Saltn’s direct! 
■'.aireas. Urb 
^iciead maie.? p 
the zinc. 
jUiEKthe hiv.J- 
Wdreaiaanc 
pa: ow capt 
'WonseL 
iWi ketones . 
j* requiring d 
r'*C—and p: 




i \ V 

5j * \ \\ 


“OK. McFadden. ...So l/isCstheway you wanna ptay." 




t/p 


and 

^ T-awau »)fp 
I* amouru 

a.mmicrpa^ 

.. pflfefiiaenc 

P*»imp.)ssi| 
/?»ctswereai 
^merely i,-, 

^ in Most 
.f^^caus 
materials 
♦^scrami 
'.^Proce 
i^anincre; 
while 





i 

..r’^Sivena 

’^ders 


\ J/ A 


Norilsk’ 







Sorry to bother you, sir, but there’s another 
salesman out here •— you want me to tell him to fld 
to heaven?” 



Films 

■ Native Son. ji (he Amcr- 
ican Center, t«x!.r. Tlmrv- 

dj > • ^ i'ebrwsry i 2 pm 

■ \u re. nr t\ \ , njuu;\ at 
[he French Cultural Ccn- 
UT ' j, ‘ Mwu!j> iti Fcbru- 
s**7 • .U b pm 

■ Lcamr: Tree, at the 
American < enlcr, 
Thurwlay . :: Fuhnurv at 2 
pro. 

■ Rncm,- U„idee v „ rhn- 
J',’'*' !f f, ‘v French Cultural 
(.enter on Monday ;? Feh- 
ro.iry. a* f, 

r.ro *' X i i! y." ,l,c French 
Cultural Center on Mon¬ 


day 25 February, at 6 pm. 

Exhibitions 

■ Prim-miikine and Paiid* 
tng exhibition by Jordanian 

jritbi Yasser Dweik. ^ 
Darat Al Funun, eontiiw- 
mg until IS February. 

■ taampc Je Peintrc & 
I ranee at ihc French’Col - 
tural Center until 29 
Fcbruarv 


Jazz Evenings 

* The Jazz evening will 
take place m the American 
Center on Wednesday 2S 
February at 8 pm. 
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it» capitalism clean up after communism? 



want 



Leaucrats traditionally hound businesspeople to limit their pollution. In Russia and 
:em Europe, however, the roles have been reversed: capitalism and its invisible hand 
lis deaning up after communism and its all-pervading regulations 
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le Soviet industrial policy 
[forced companies to pillage the 
environment to meet produc¬ 
tion quotas, Russia's newly pri¬ 
vatized companies are answer- 
P ing different calls from 
[avStbrs uid the global capital markets 
greater efficiency. 

The ravages of Russia's industrial 
[wgutionzare everywhere. There are 
tities where pollution is greater 
bajELpve times what even lax Russian 
tandards allow, causing innu- 
aerable health hazards such as 
irflidefects, immune system 
brutalities and chronic res- 
iragmiry. ailments. The life ex- 
ecfcfticyfor men in Russia has fallen 
mcjwar parity with the United States 
Ojfeareago to 61,lower than many de- 
elcifrmg countries. 

The bewildering list ofpolhitants in 

B odes is headed by lead and zinc, 
edby huge Victories that were 
-by Stalin's directives—to be 
to urban areas. Urban folklore 
jjyfcthat the lead makes people tired 
(riitable while the zinc, on the oth- 
energjizes the body and spirit 
brakes every dream and plan seem 


REPORTING 

FROM 


rms p'a v-‘ 


psaible. Russia's new capitalists need 
jithe rinc they can get. 

Many Russian factories are models 
inefficiency, requiring three to five 
mtihmore energy—and producing a 
ro^rtional amount of pollution—to 
same amount of goods as 
wrWestem counterparts. While sell- 
g&e virtues of efficiency to compa- 
r ^rectors was impossible in an era 
renergy prices were artificially low 
hd tl^goal was merely to fulfill a pro- 
hetion plan set in Moscow, Russian 
bwmiic reform has caused the price 
Uwpand raw materials to rise and 
ffflipsnjr directors scrambling to mod- 
&Bankruptcy procedures loom 
pso that fail, an increasingly com- 
fefatem Russia, while government 
are anathema to the gpvem- 
laiftijirevailing economic policies. 
Sirjcemost of Russia’s major enter- 
^tave been given a good dose of 
_ filiation, management must now 
“nl^ Ms -shareholders, which usual¬ 


ly indudes company employees, West¬ 
ern institutional investors, an assort¬ 
ment of fund managers and Russia's 
pushy banks and brokerage compa¬ 
nies. According to the London-based 
investment bank. Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, shareholders replaced man - 
agement in 10 percent of Russian en¬ 
terprises in 1995. Russian managers 
are beginning to realize that pesky 
shareholders are a necessary evil for 
gaining access to capital for growth and 
modernization. For their part, share¬ 
holders are demanding that 
companies operate with 
greater efficiency by restruc¬ 
turing and investing in mod- 
~ em, and deaner, technology. 

Shareholders are pushing hard for the 
modernization (^Magnitogorsk Steel, for 
example, Russia's largest steel producer 
and one ofits most prodigious polluters. 
The company's old open-hearth fur¬ 
naces are so inefficient that it requires 
50,000 employees to make 12 million 
tons of steel compared to modem US 
plants which require only about 12,000 
workers to produce the same amount 
Magnitogorsk Steel reckons it needs 
about US$2 billion to upgrade its steel 
production technology and is turning to 
fbrdgn portfolio investors and loans from 
a syndicate of foreign banks for a portion 
of this financing. 

Russian managers are also begin¬ 
ning to watch their share price like 
their Western counterparts. The 
Russian oil producer Komineft had 
been sitting on its hands when some 
footage of a spill—several times larg¬ 
er than the Exxon Valdez and caused 
by oil that had been flowing for 
months from the company’s ruptured 
pipeline in the Komi Republic—ap¬ 
peared on American television last 
fall. After further inaction caused for¬ 
eign investors to pull out of the stock, 
reducing the company's share price 
by two-thirds, Komineft leapt into ac¬ 
tion. It secured $125 million in loans 
from the World Bank and EBRD this 
spring to contain the spill, which the 
company reported in mid-October 
had been entirely cleaned up. A po¬ 
tentially devastating crisis to the re¬ 
gion's rivers, the health and livelihood 






Norilsk’s blood-red rivers 




Russia’s worst polluters, Norilsk Nickel, is also a favorite 
^pg'fixreign and domestic investors in the Russian securities market. A 
^^relationship with investors may help the company become less of an 



other 

iintofl® 


in '.* 1 




^brilskproduces about one-fifth of the world's nickel supply. In 1994, 
Nfiifl^ispewed 2.8 million mini on metric tons of sulphur into the at- 
^Josphere, approximately seven times the amount generated by the entire 
US npn-ferrous mp.rals industry. The Canadian nickel company Inco, 
rroduction volumes as Norilsk, produced only 
/485,G00 metric tons of sulphur in 1994. 

Riyera near Norilsk win blood red with toxins and trees are dead or dy- 
iag for miles from repeated sulfuric acid rains. The city of the same name 
ttfaiown as the most polluted in Russia and perhaps the world. 

'Xud% for the 250,000 people of Norilsk, the company's solid fi n a ncials , 
Pwstor- fri^ru-ny management and its global influence has made it something 


i's capital markets. These ties are good for foe environment 


.®fibe No rilsk wiH require significant capital expenditures to bring its produc- 
tl0a processes in Ime with modem environmental concerns. 

Investors are already beginning to exert influence over management. “I 
^jjjkiwign investors would be very concerned if a company Hke Noril- 
fs'rtitinmg the risk of having to pay large fines for enviro nm e n tal in- 
^c&6ns J ’ , said RajivHemrani,an analyst with AIOC Capital, aNew York- 
leased investment firm which has a sizable stake in Norilsk Nickel and other 
. ^ at ^ ari metals <’*vm pani ea- “Big environmental fines would certainly take 
' a ' ra y from dividend payouts ” 

Norilsk's environmental nightmare may actually give it a leg up on the 
^petition. Norilsk recently received a $500million environmental pack- 
*§6 from Norway ? nr? die Russian government for the environmental up- 
nickd processing facility. This will, ironically, help the com- 
' clean-up and modernize its fixed assets at lower costs than those 
by its. Western competitors. 

—By Brad Durham 




of people living along the river, and 
wildlife had been averted. 

Environmental laws in Russia are 
becoming increasingly strict but are 
still ineffectual. While laws have been 
adopted that impose heavy sanctions 
on chronic polluters, including clos¬ 
ing down enterprises, they are en¬ 
forced much like Russian traffic laws. 
According to an oil company execu¬ 
tive, “the size of the fine is inversely 
proportional to the bribes paid to lo¬ 
cal ecology inspectors. The huge 
penalties are rarely, if ever, im¬ 
posed." Still, the threat of huge 
fines that could easily total a 
company’s annual profits have 
forced investors to encourage 
companies to clean up their 
acts. 

Most importantly, Russian 
companies are discovering the 
relationship between a reputa¬ 
tion for efficiency, good manage¬ 
ment and access to capital. 

While capitalism may have 
some adverse environmen¬ 
tal impact, such as freeing 
up more resources for Rus¬ 
sia's cash-strapped timber 
companies to clear-cut 
forests in the Russian Far 



East, the continuing development of 
Russia will take place with deaner tech- 
nology and more responsible environ¬ 
mental standards.® 

Brad Durham is the editor and co¬ 
founder of Russia Portfolio , an Eng¬ 
lish-language PUBLICATION ON THE 
Russian securities market. 


Bankruptcy is Eastern Europe’s greatest conservationist 


Business running ahead of the law 


E \ditors of The WorldPaper conduct 
a monthly dialogue on Apple r s 
eWorld. This month, three envi¬ 
ronmentalists from East Europe 
fielded questions on the progress 
I made cleaning up after commu¬ 
nism, and the role of market forces in 
helping—and hindering—that dean 
up. Marta Kacsynska (Institute for Sus¬ 
tainable Development, Poland), Jan 
Seffer (Daphne Foundation for Applied 
Environmental Research, Slovakia) 
and Slawom ir Janyszek (Polish Society 
for Nature Protection) were visiting the 
US on environmental fel¬ 
lowships sponsored by the 
Quebec-Labrador Founda¬ 
tion. 

Qi Please describe the 
types of pollution most seri¬ 
ous In Poland and Slovakia. 

SlaWEK; For Poland, 
air pollution is the most important. We 
have problems with transboundary 
pollution from East German and the 
Czech Republic and, of course, the 
concentrations of industry in southern 
Poland. The pollution is decreasing 
right now because we have some eco¬ 
nomic problems, and also we're inten¬ 
sively modernizing our industries. 

Jan: In Slovakia, our main problem 
is water pollution, because during so¬ 
cialism a big factory was built in almost 
every mountain valley. Also, Slovakia is 
very dependent on what other coun¬ 
tries do- We share the Danube with 
Austria, Hungary and the Czech Re¬ 
public. Austria puts good pressure on 
us to clean up the Danube, but the 
Czech Republic has our problems. 

Q: Are people really aware of the prob¬ 
lems they’ve been living wfth so long? 

Marta: Yes. We have the so called 
Black Triangle, which is where the 
boundaries of the Czech Republic, 
Poland and Germany all meet. Moun¬ 
tain forests suffer terribly from air pol¬ 
lution and sulfur dioxide. I think peo¬ 
ple are very aware right now, but it 
doesn’t mean they find it easy to cope 
with these problems. 

Q: Who Is really pushing for change, 



the new governments, local citizen 
groups or businesses? 

Jan: The biggest push is caused by 
economic depression, because our 
business doesn’t have enough money 
for improvements. Local citizens 
groups unfortunately have problems 
with social issues—unemployment, in¬ 
flation, etc. So they have other things to 
worry about 

Marta: Non-governmental organi¬ 
zations are making the biggest push in 
Poland. 

Slawek: Our transboundary agree¬ 
ments are supported by 
many grants from different 
countries, organizations 
and governments to de¬ 
crease the pollution, mod¬ 
ernize the factories and 
build septic stations. 

Q: Are things still get¬ 
ting worse? Is there anything to show for 
efforts so far? 

Jan: This economic decline is a 
good way to limit water pollution—a lot 
of factories have been scrapped. 

Marta: That's true Jan. It's one of 
the reasons why pollution is getting 
lower. A lot of effort at the moment is 
concentrated on the “end of the pipe" 
technologies, but there is a trend to¬ 
wards preventing pollution. 

Q: Marta, are the NGOs ran fay for¬ 
eigners or by locals? In other words who 
really Is the force behind efforts to Im¬ 
prove pollution? 

Marta: All of the NGOs are local, 
but still majority of grants, particularly 
for our work come from abroad. 

Jan: Our problem in Slovakia is that 
our civic communities are still very 
weak. The push is coming—from the 
side—from environmental groups. 

Q: Speaking environmentally, did any* 
thing positive come out of communist 
rale? 

Jan: Socialism did give us a system 
of protected areas, and during social¬ 
ism there was no problem with enforc¬ 
ing the rules. 

Slawek: I think that our environ¬ 
mental legislation is quite strong, and 


now the main effort is decentralizing 
decision making. Moreover, our special 
structure of private lands allows us to 
build an ecological network. We don't 
have to search out private lands to buy, 
so we can spend time planning the 
structure of our network. 

Q: Preservation of wilderness areas, 
and thus modest pollution In much of the 
US, is the result of lands owned by the 
government Under socialism—with much 
government ownership—Is there any par¬ 
allel benefit? 

Jan: Slovakia also has good envi¬ 
ronmental laws, but re-privatization of 
the public land is worrying. In Slova¬ 
kia, the public land is in the best envi¬ 
ronmental shape. 

Marta: Now there are more and 
more private lands in Poland and we 
need new tools to protect them. 

Q: What Mod of tools? Is there an en¬ 


vironmental awareness program In 
schools? 

Marta: We learned here about ne¬ 
gotiations with land owners and land 
easements. Our work starts from roots, 
designing legislation and adapting laws 
to new conditions. There is very strong 
environmental education now. 

Q: Is the re-privatization of public 
lands going on without environmental 
strings attached, except for general leg¬ 
islation? 

Jan: I think we have a better chance 
now that there is ownership, and thus 
inheritance: now that people are going 
to get this land, they will care about its 
condition. We can influence them. 
Outside support is vital, because our 
government is still hostile to indepen¬ 
dent organizations, and citizens have 
little money to spare. About 90 percent 
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the painful, postcommunist economic change means that fewer businesses in 
Eastern Europe need toxic waste dumps like this one at Kadncbradka, Hungary 
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CAPITALISM CLEANS OP 


German taxpayers seeing the dirty underside of unification 
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Russian crocodile tears t 


Communists grew sour apples 



By Em ielia Jarvsduk 

W hen the wheels finally came 
off the German-Democratic Re¬ 
public there were no delusions 
in the West about the mess that 
would be found at the scene of 
the accident. 

Communist East Germany 
broke all manner of records: 
nowhere in the world were 
higher quandties of sulfur and 
carbon dioxide emitted per 
head. Four decades of abuse. 


REPORTING 

FROM 


after the most extensive purificadon. 

The extent of the damage was kept 
top secret by law, but the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall cook the lid off that can and 
the score currently stands at 70,000 
highly-suspect industrial properties 
and 10,000 illegal “garbage’' dumps. 

Immediate shutdown of sev¬ 
eral industries and the strict ap¬ 
plication of energy controls 
have so far cut carbon dioxide 
emissions by half. But Germany 


for 


starters, left only 3 percent of the coun¬ 
try’s rivers and streams ecologically in¬ 
tact. Half the running water and a quar¬ 
ter of all still water could no longer be 
used for human consumption—even 


will have to keep its teeth on the bullet, 
warns Federal Environmental Affairs 
Minister Angela MerkeL and set aside 
US$21.4 billion within the next five 
years for removal and clean-up of in¬ 
dustrial scrap, chemical pollution and 


pollution in the coal-mining areas. 

Additional funds will be needed to 
clear deadly ammunition, oil, acid and 
chemicals left to rot on the 27,000 
refuse-riddled sites vacated by the So¬ 
viet military. ‘‘No less than 25 billion 
marks,” will be the cost of cleaning up 
these sites—collectively covering an 
area the size of Delaware—predicts 
Federal Environment Office chief, Frei¬ 
herr von Lersner. Earlier, in anticipa¬ 
tion of the magnitude of the predica¬ 
ment, one soil-cleansing concern 
sought a government allowance cover¬ 
ing 7,000 tons of Red Army-poisoned 
earth a year. It found the government 
more than willing to oblige. Today, it is 
facing a noxious mountain weighing 


f ms 




A bumpy ride: the cost of cleaning up East Germany's communist-era factories continues to mount 
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Win up to $26,000,000.00 in Canadian Lotto 6/49 
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opportunity to find out because now you can play the lottery that’s making so many millionaires in Canada. 
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Lotto 6/48 is the official Canadian version of 
Lotto - the world's most popular farm erf lottery. 
It's called "6/49" because you select any 6 of 
49 pcssfote numbers from 1 to 49. Your num¬ 
bers are entered in the Lotto 6/49 computer 
system and if they match the six winning num¬ 
bers chosen ii the draw - you win the grand 
prize. Or if you have only 3.4 or 5 numbers 
correct, you win one of thousands ol sec¬ 
ondary prizes available. 

Bow can I play? 

Complete the attached entry form and send it 
to CanacSan Overseas Marketing along with 
the necessary payment. We wM enter your 
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where in the world. 
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winner could be you. 
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40,000 tons per year. 

Then comes the up-dating ofwater- 
recycling plants and sewerage systems, 
the painstaking extraction of asbestos 
in buildings. The list is endless. And as 
the sanitation services move in to dis¬ 
tribute the bills, the bottomless pit of 
environmental sins leaves the taxpayer 
in a cold sweat Already a portion of the 
7.5 percent so-called “solidarity levy,” 
tacked on to personal income tax to pay 
off the GDR’s outstanding debt of $35 
billion and finance new investments, 
goes towards the big clean-up; individ¬ 
ual investors taking on a suspect site to 
date have to foot only 10 percent of its 
laundry bill. 

But this special tax alone will never 
make ends meet. All manner of con¬ 
sumer hikes are also needed. The price 
of water has gone up markedly, for ex¬ 
ample. A 7 percent increase was 
slapped on to the price of milk, to com¬ 
pensate formers in the East for switch¬ 
ing to eco-friendly packaging. 

This “sour apple,” as it has been 
dubbed by the grumbling public, ini¬ 
tially may have come as no surprise. 
However, says Berlin market-watcher 
Peter Schraalz, the cost of the East’s 
grand resurrection into a thriving econ¬ 
omy has for outstripped Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s arithmetic of five years 
ago. The time to tell Germans to drink 
less beer in order to pay for an orchard 
of “saurer apfel” may be lurking just 
around the comer—a hot potato for 
any administration. 

If there is an upside to the problem, 
it stems from the old adage that, 
“Where there’s muck there’s brass.” 
Like mushrooms after overnight rain, a 
generation of muck-busters are sweep¬ 
ing to the fore—and in a country with 
such stringent environmental laws as 
Germany they have fertile ground for 
their Green technology. In terms of 
profits, they can look forward to rich 
harvests for years to come. 

For 1995 alone, the turnover of pri¬ 
vate sector cleansing services—num¬ 
bering some 8,500 firms—has ex¬ 
ceeded $50 billion. Water recycling, 
waste destruction, composting and 
pollution removal are all booming. 
Competition, however, is razor-sharp, 
and these “end-of-thc-pipe” technol¬ 
ogy vendors are struggling with shift¬ 
ing market demands. They have been 
particularly hard hit by the worldwide 
economic (lip. 

With a keen eye on today’s demand 
for cco-planning, such companies 
launched the Environment Industry 
Association. Founder member Helmut 


Russians profess a love of nature and are prone to 
scription a of birch tree forests, vast mountains, lakes, bears 'wMf 
boars. But they have been miserable environmental stewards. 

To the top brass of the Soviet Union's command economy, tb«! 
environment was a vast stockpile of fodder to fuel the nation’s dti- 
ve towards industrialization. Any proposal to exploit the nation's! 
natural rescHtrces, provided It met Soviet standards of gargantuan^ 
size, was possible. X 

When Soviet bureaucrats decided they needed more water for' 
the cotton and rice fields of Kazakhstan, they simply siphoned ofg 
the flow of two rivers feeding the Aral Sea, resulting in its evapo¬ 
ration by half and over-irrigation that encrusted land with chlorides^ 
and other chemical compounds that have poisoned thousands of 
residents in the region. A radical decision to reverse the northward 
flow of several Russian rivers south to Central Asia was about to- jfl- 
be Implemented before being foiled by a group of scientists fo t ^ 

1986, one of perestroika’s first victories. . r " 

Nuclear reactors were situated dangerously near meiropoBbut ^ 
areas since, according to Soviet-era industrial logic, people ard 
there and it Is costly to transport energy to the end-user, while Rus- KrfGr-" al ‘ 
sla’s nuclear-powered icebreakers regularly hoist flags indJcatkif. 5 
engine trouble in order to disguise from nosy foreign vessels the jrfl&rL 
spewing of tons of nuclear waste into the Arctic Ocean. 

And well before Chernobyl was CheIyabtnsk-65, 
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producer of ^ Across 

weapons-grade plutonium that exploded in 1957, contaminating a - 


185-mUe spindle of farmland with 40 percent more radioactivity 
than was emitted by Chernobyl. Motorists travelling through this 
stretch of land are still warned by road signs to drive very quickly 


j and not to stop. 
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Kaiser is optimistic; “We have the 
means and we are the leaders.”The or¬ 
ganization has 300 members and en¬ 
visages at least 1,000 by 1996, all lob¬ 
bying for tighter regulations, especially 
on the packaging-recycling front. “I 
can see more than two million people 
being employed in the environmental 
sector by the year 2000. But, of course. 


this won’t work with¬ 
out generous govern¬ 
ment subsidies.” 

The Green/Biind- 
nis 90 coalition par¬ 
ty, currently enjoying 
somewhat heavier 
clout since the last 
nail-biting elections, 
promises govern¬ 
ment funding for the 
long list of anti-pol¬ 
lution assignments 
and forecasts a boom 
for the muck-busters. 
“They’re desperately, 
needed here. And 
elsewhere,” 


lean see more than 


employed in the environ¬ 
mental sector by the year 
2000.8nt of course, this 
woo’nrat without 
generons government 
subsidies 


—By Brad Durham ftrtnBflW® 

—---- 

about a 1,000 soil-pollution Id 

searchers, for instance, and there’s n 
enough in the kitty to pay them,S^o 
we’re overdoing it.” 

EIA’s Helmut Kaiser recognizes!^ 
complainL Conditions, he says, 
now characterized by a greater denting Rugs 
for complete, overall soIiidaidFhw^^ 
s cbemes — joint proj ec ts even—ratfiP 53 ° r 

than partial 

dies. “These wi^\ Hir jcanChar; 
tend to separate (ii 
pros from the anw«fl*kj 
teurs in the industr 
Few firms in th 
field report hig$n 
yields at the mtfeWdi 
meat. But 

players will attonQ^ MrtH - 
to enact gloks 
strategies with hi,^a?) 
local rclevaiif iS ^ rt ? r ‘ in, -‘ 
Think globally, r Ba ^ 
-locally. Envirom riF^ ~ ~ ~ 


jv... 


says 


tal , cleansing ju^ 
can’t be a loser in iljj 


Berlin party spokesman Matthias Tang. 
“The know-how must be exported to 
tone waste-ridden Eastern Europe.” 

Not everybody agrees with the pre¬ 
sent welter of “fix it” firms. Horst 
Sander of the Environmental Section 
of the Federal Association of German 
Industry: “What’s the use of all these 
companies if there’s not enough sub¬ 
sidy money in government and public 
coffers? Too many companies have 
climbed into the act already. We have 


long run,” 
Kaiser,and his surveys foresee the TO 


European market for environment 
technology blossoming from $163 
lion in 1995 to $277 billion in 10 
time. 

It all sounds cozy. But it still lean 
the average German in a cold sweat 
with a twitchy eye on the price of 
beer.® 


EmieliaJakoschek is a reporter 
AST, Berlin’s largest newspaper. 


RUNNING AHEAD 

Conti nurd,from page 1 


of our funding comes from outside 
Slovakia. 

Q: It seems we are talking about two 
Issues: one, how to preserve relatively 
“clean’* environments, much of which was 
owned by the government The second Is 
concerns about already polluted areas. 

Marta: This is typical for our 
countries. We have very polluted areas 
and very beautiful areas as well. 

Q: Regarding already polluted areas, 
Is there a conscious or unconscious pol¬ 
icy to allow environmental standards to 
be lower than tho US and Western Eu¬ 
rope In an effort to attract Industry? 

Marta: I think our standards are 
lower, but it’s not popular in Poland, 
Overall, the laws are the same through¬ 


out the country, so there are no special 
breaks. 

Slawek: But our labor is cheaper, 
wliich makes us attractive. 

Jan: Two thirds of our economy in 
Slovakia is still unprivatized; when 
privatization is complete, the pressure 
on environmental rules wifi be dan¬ 
gerous. Corruption is our biggest dan¬ 
ger. We’re a small country, and every¬ 
body knows everybody. It will be easy 
for business to lobby against our envi¬ 
ronmental rules, which are pretty 
good at the moment. 

Q: Jan, It sounds like you are saying 

that the taws are fine but can often be vi¬ 
olated through corruption? 

Jan: At the momcnt.it is not a prob¬ 
lem, but I think it soon will be. 

Marta: It’s not a matter of corrup¬ 
tion, but of the strength of the business 



community 

Q: Is the business comimurftjftteb; 
guy? If so, who will create new 
meat? How do you And a happy 

Marta: Often business activities 
before the creation of a new law 
activities. For example, projects fornc 
highways in Poland are being annouud 
almost at die same time as the creation 
laws concerning the highways. 

Jan: Chemical industries are 
biggest polluters in Slovakia, and 
are quite profitable compared topth?^ j ^ 
firms. Converting defense industries.;- ' 
anew problem; it is still difficult to ft sj <5 
out what they are doing. Quc.oFihe'^ 41 u_ 
chemical companies established a 5 
called environmental organization 
gave them a little money to tell P*°PtL 
“We arc so green,” but nothing 
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cleaned up.i 
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Mr. Crocker Snow Jr., 
editor-in-chicf of T he 
WorldPaper^ is lucky 
there is no guillotine for 
editors who do not 
know history. It was not 
Charles dc Gaulle who 
made die statement 
“L'etat Pest moiP It was 
Louis XIV. Maybe Mr. 
Crocker Snow Jr. thinks 
it was Madame de 
Gaulle who said; “Let 
them eat cake.” 

Moreover, ifyoti 
want to enlighten your 
leaders on the subject of how flawed 
GNP is as a measure of economic 
progress, please, do not rely on The 
WorldPaper. They scent not to have 
read Prof.John Kenneth Galbraith’s 
Affluent Society or The.Nino Industri¬ 
al State. As for The WorldPapcPs 
statement, “The American media is 
ignorant of foreign cultures and un- 
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La France.” 

2. Both editors have read ProfeB-%. 

J.K. Galbraith’s books, and lupiedX' 
had the pleasure of editing abides H hjjjj d 

has written for The WorldPaper. 
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able to see the big picture,” I agree. 

—Osvaido Coclho, 
Bandung, West Java 
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They would like to hear why 50 
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Galbraith work Invalidates the Sl 
points raised in The WorldPaf**^ * fig* 2a 


edition an the future ofeconomic^ ^ ^ider 


'The editors o/Tlie WorldPaper, 
contacted in Boston, offer only these 
comments: 

1. While Mr. Coclho is correct 
about the origin of the statement 
“L’etat, e’est moi,” Louis XIV was 
not the only French Under with an 
evated opinion of himself jVapoUon 
Bonaparte borrowed this phrase, and 
we beltne that Charles de Gaulle did 
so during a speech in Montreal, 
Canada, He certainly said: “Je suis 


dicators. 

3. Perhaps Marie Antoinette _ 
would have said of us: “Let thaa^ 
crow 
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11:10—Taonrs Rising 
12:00—Ellen 


TUESDAY 

2KK)—Captain Planet 
2 JO—Johnny Quest 
2 JO—Iris-The Happy Pro¬ 
fessor 

3:00—Spirit of Adventure 
3:40—Scientific Eye 
4:10—Okavango 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—You Bet Your Life 
8:00—Oriental Rugs 
8:25—Hawaii Five-O 
9:10—Harry 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Three Sovereigns 1 
For Sarah 

11:15—Feature Film 


cozy. Bu. 1 ; si".' . 
i:anjni«/Jds6- **7 
n r -,'i) the pnft.‘ 22 “ 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00—The Flintstones 
2:30—Speed Racer 
3:00—Feature Film 
4:00—Okavango 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headline 
7:35—Evening Shade 
8:00—Oriental Rugs 
8:25—Hawaii Five-O 
9:10—Horizon 
10:00—-News at Ten 
10:25—AirwolT 
11:20—The SQk Road 
12 JO— Second Thoughts 


THURSDAY 

1:00—Fireman Sam 
1:10—Disney’s Aladdin 
1 JO—The Legends of 
Treasure Island 
2:00—My Secret Identity 
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- ACROSS 

1 Style 
• 5 Thin rtaQ 
-8-Neutral color 
13 Abo* . 

14.. Fishing net 
15 Paddy grain 
IB Volcanic - 
rock: 

•17/Handtesaf" 
: • tools 

19 Encourage 

19 Devoured 

20 Man or, the 

. bench . . 
22 Dependent 


24 Fast ; 

27 Chances 

28 The one 
here 

30 Present time 
32 Pome fruit 
34 Critical 


38 Go down vehicle 

39 Anger 84 Tie 

40 Solt Hat cap 

41 Warning _ DOWN - • 

device 1 Tooth 

42 Loud notes ‘ z Egg-shaped 

43 Inquires 3 Tract of 

44 Serena houses 

46 Long narrow 4 Notable time 


23 Attempts 
29 Emcee 

31 Small 
singing Wrd 

32 Sour 

33 European 


35-Wnic, e.g. 

38 Approached 
37 Increase in 


- - piece 

47 Get in touch 
with 

50 Extend 

53 Game ' 
maitjle 

54 Living room 
piece 


57 iJnsopKsti- • 
cated 

58 Ireland 

59 Objector 
worship 

60 Plunges 
headfirst 

61 Theater box 

62 Road 
shoulder 

63 Snow 


5 Animal 

6 Fissure 

7 Against . 
B Picture In 

words 
9 Hold 
10 Ridge in 
fabric 


11 One-spot 
card 

12 Solar 
14 Avoids 

20 Green 
gemstone 

21 Facility 
23 Without a 

job 

25 Oats 

26 Drench 


34 Scenic 
pubfictract 

37 Answers 

38 Gay song 

40 Bucket 
handle 

41 Mentally 
sound 

44 Pigeon 
coops 


46 Kingdom . 

47 Submitted 

48 Freight 

49 Chirp 

51 Pounded 
fastener 

52 Donate 

54 Kinsman 

55 Lyric poem 

56 On behalf of 
58 Large deer 



k’rossword Puzzle 

Inann Bonn naso 
assn nsnnn nnnn 
Oman □□nan nnDS 
pan nHnnanna 
aaannns nnnnn 
Innas scran nan 
jaanna aanno asn 
iQggp as naa □□□□ 
an t\ sasnin snnnn 
ges anna goes 
nnnnn onnnnsn 
SEsnnamD onn 
Qnnn onnnn nano 
frann dciiiejh noon 
0000 namn bhhd 



Phil Collins in The American Chart Show, Sunday at 11:15 


2:15—NBA 

3:15—The'new leave il to 
Beaver 

3:46—Adventures of the Old 
West 

4JO—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Keeping up Appear¬ 
ances 

8:15—The Album Show 
9:10— Pride and Prejudice 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film 
12:00—Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Little Mermaid 
1:30—Iris -The Happy Pro¬ 
fessor 

1:40—Lift Off 
2:05—See How They Grow 
2:15—Bush School 
2 JO—Wonder Why 
3:00—Feature Fflm 


4 JO—Give Us a Clue 

5:00—French Programs - 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Short Story Cinema 

8:00—Sea Quest 

8:45—America’s Funniest 

People 

9:10—Widows 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Second Chances 
11:45—Classic Movie 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Documentai re 
•La bioniqut'.‘ 
5J0—Serie 

Les compagnons de 
I'aventure 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 


Faut pas river 
< USA, l 'or rouge du 
nouveau monde» 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Documentaire 

*L \arbre d fievre * 
5:30—Sirie f 

Les compagnons de 
I'aventure 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoys special 
•Bonjour \ieflesse.» 

«Alerte au pyrolene » 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Only 
Cuptdo 

5:30—Les compagnons de 


I'aventure 

5 JO—Magazine 

C’est pas sorcier 
6:20—Divertissement 
L’£coIe des fans 
«Mich£le Torr» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 
Ctipido 
5J0—Serie 

Les compagnons de 
i'aventure 

6 JO—Variates 

1 Celine Dion • 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaTa 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Divertissement 
Sophie et Virginie 
5J0—Serie 

Les dames de la cote 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Divertissement 
Sophie ct Virginie 
5:30—Varietfis 

Le monde est h vous 
•Mireille Mathieu* 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archim^de 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Divertissement 
Sophie et Virginie 
5:30—Film 

•Le joueurde violon*. 
de Charlie Van Damme 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 



—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun’s still in 
Aquarius. Study now, while you’re in 
the mood. This situation won’t last 

Aries (March 21-April 19). 
Don’t go out to breakfast. You’d be 
wasting your money. Do not be late 
for work. The supervisor will defi¬ 
nitely notice. ’ 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). A big 
job threatens to wreck your entire 
weekend. Stop arguing with reality! 
Settle down and do it. so you can get 
on to other things! 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). A fas¬ 
cinating friend could bold you intel¬ 
lectually captivated. Don't ignore all 
of your responsibilities, or you'll 
attract attention! 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Meet 
with a partner to discuss impending 
action. If you don’t have any such 
plans, formulate some! 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Don’t 
quarrel with a friend. It’s a waste of 
breath. Get together with a more kin¬ 
dred spirit. You'll have u> wok hard, 
if you want to keep up. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A 
friend’s problems may disrupt your 
life. Try not to be too critical, while 
still defending your space. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Pay- 
bills. You may have more invitations 
than you can possibly accept Do 
your best; your public awaits you! 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). You 
may develop a brilliant scheme, but 
not, have time to execute iL You’ll be 
busy figuring out how to spend your 
money. - 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Race'around and do everything you 
were supposed to have done. Since 
you’re already good looking, you 
can’t fail! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). A 
meeting should go well. Once your 
plan is formulated, the rest will be 
easy. Ask for what you want. If it's a 
raise, you just might get it. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 -Feb. 18). The 
supervisor will be even more obsti- 
nant thnn usual. Comply with regula¬ 
tions, or suffer the consequences. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You 
coaid get a due to die puzzle. Expect 
to get kidded a lot Paaple are just in 
that kind of mood. 


If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Complying with mean¬ 
ingless regulations could lead to a 
fabulous new opportunity. Your 
involvement with a charitable group 
this year will build you* character. 

01996, Tribute Media &emcc* 


Programs are subj'ect to change by JTV 


Bridge 

USE THOSE HIGH CARDS 

By Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 754 
<?Q87 
0 J64 
*7543 

WEST EAST 

* Q10 9 6 2 *K8 

C10 63 (7 J9542 

01097 0K52 

*96 *10 8 2 

SOUTH 

* A J3 
9AE 
0AQ83 
+ AKQJ 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
3NT Pass Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Ten of * 

Mucb of the play of a bridge hand 
centers around entries. If you can move 
Seely from hand to hand, it is easier to 
build tricks. When almost allyourskfe’s 
assets are in one hand, you sometimes 
have to enlist the ted of the enemy if you 
are to bring home your contract. 

The usual range for a standard three- 
no-rrump opening bid is 25-27. 
However, since the hand cannot quite 
guarantee game cm its own. South dect- 


ed to tell Ihe littiest of white lies with the 
opening tel to protect against die possi¬ 
bility of North being broke. 

West led the ten of spades and South 
was more than happy to find three points 
in dummy. Declarer could count eight 
last tricks. Dummy’s queen of hearts 
repteseraed another sure trick but, unfOT- 
tunady, there was no certain entry to the 
cable. 

Since die jack of spades was a posi¬ 
tional stopper, declarer captured East's 
king of spades with the ace, cashed die 
ace and kmg of hearts and led a low dia¬ 
mond lo the jack. That would have been 
the winning line had West held the king 
but, when East produced the monarch, 
the spade return sealed declarer’s fete — 
die defenders collected four spade tricks 
to go with the king of diamonds. 

As Jong as spades are no worse than 
5-2, tbe contract cannot be defeated no 
matter who has the king of diamonds. 
Declarer should allow East’s king of 
spades to win die fins trick. The spade 
continuation is taken with the ace and, 
after clearing the aoe and king of hearts 
and enough chibs to exhaust me defend¬ 
ers of cards in that suit, declarer exits 
with ihe jack of spades. 

West can take three spade tricks to 
complete to book, but then must lead a 
red card. Whether it be a heart or a dia¬ 
mond, declarer scores an extra trick in 
that sitit as the fulfilling trick. 


Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form Tour 
ordinary words. 


Nico outfit 


Have you 
two met? 


CALVO 


MIILT 


TAXHOR 


MYGRIL 


f WHAr SOME 
! BARTENPERS PO. 

- 

Now arrange the circled tellers lo form 

the surprise answer, as suggested by 
the above cartoon. 


Answer here I^X ^T^ AND 
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Words of 
Wisdom 


Power, like alcohol, is best 
when used in moderation. 


The past has no use for 
grief. 

• a • 

Pride is easy 10 spot in oth¬ 
ers, but much more difficult 
to find in oneself. 


Sometimes the person who 
stands out in the crowd is the 
one destined to lead it. 


People who are constantly 
surrounded by friends might 
have difficulty being alone 
with themselves. 

* ■ • 

Given too much freedom, a 
tongue will make you a pris¬ 
oner of your own words. 

0 IW4, Tribune Media Services 


C in ema 


'"VIRTUOSITY ” (Paramount, $99.12): Denzel Washing¬ 
ton gets a formidable foe in this millenium-set thriller, in 
which he plays an ex-cop recruited to stop a rather unique vil¬ 
lain ... a compurer-generated fiend (Russell Crowe) who’s an 
assemblage of200 notorious mass murderers of die past, one 
of whom claimed the lives of the Washington character’s 
wife and child. KeUv Lvnch also is featured. ** (R: AS, P, 
V) 

"HACKERS" (MGM/UA, $97.51): Another of die 
entries in the past year's movie race into cyberspace, this sus¬ 
pense tale centers on a young computer expert (loony Lee 
Miller) with a bad reputation... a situation that makes him the 
ideal fall guy for a villain (Fisher Stevens) who plans to gen¬ 
erate a devastating oil spill via bits and bytes. Angelina Joffe, 
daughter of Jon Voiqht, and Lorraine Bracco co-star. ** 
(PG-13: AS. P, V) 

HELD OVER: SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT" 
(Warner. $ 103.91»: Executive-produced by Goldie Hawn 
and written by Oscar-winner Callie Khouri (“Thelma <£ 
Louise"), director Lasse Hal Is tram’s ("What's Eating 
Gilbert Grape") comedy-drama casts Julia Roberts as a 
small-town lady who finally takes a stand against her hus¬ 
band’s (Dennis Quaidj well-known womanizing. Kyra Sedg¬ 
wick does strong supporting work as her sister. *** (R: AS, 
P) 

'■NATIONAL LAMPOON’S SENIOR TRIP" (New 
Line, 599.12): With the “National Lampoon" imprimatur 
included so prominently in the tide, it shouldn’t take much to 
project how a high-school outing to the nation's capital turns 
out in the case of this comedy. Matt Frew-er (“Max Head- 
room") plays the advisor in charge of the excursion, which 
doesn’t lake long to escape his control; Tommy Chong also 
appears. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

“MERCYMISSION" (Hallmark, 581.00); A true-life sto¬ 
ry of suspense is re-created in this drama, originally made for 
NBC and casting "Quantum Leap" alumnus Scott Bakuia as 
an aviator whose small plane became lost over the Pacific 
Ocean. Robert Loggia plays a commercial-airline pilot who 
rerouted his own, passenger-filled craft to help the other man 
land before the latter’s fuel supply ran ouL *** (Not rated: 

P) 

COMING SOON: "COPYCAT” (Warner, Feb. 20): 
Sigourney Weaver and Holly Hunter play somewhat unlike¬ 
ly partners in tracking a killer who emulates murderers of the 
past (R) 

"TO WONGFOO. THANKS FOR E\-'£R)THING! JULIE 
NEWMAR" (MCA/Universal, Feb. 20): Patrick Swayze, 
Wesley Snipes and John Leguizamo play cross-dressers. 
JPG-13) 

"POCAHONTAS" (Disney, Feb. 2S): The latest animated 
feature, from the Disney studio features Alan Menken-com¬ 
posed Longs and Mel Gibson's voice. (G) 

FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions: N, nudity: P, profanity: V, violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 


Y-our Complimentary Copy 



tOumSM»CULTUR E»ENT ERTAlNMENT 

FEBRUARY I 9 ? 6 


» 



ttuhijL’l a Jttihum: 
Sainui ComaHan^ 


INSIDE Jordan Today’s 
comprehensive guide including 
Hotels, Restaurants, 
Entertainment. Services 4 mere 



February issue 
is now on 

selected newsstand 
For more information 

can 645 380 


The opening of the Family 
Food Centre 

• Mr Fathi Deeb Nimer, General Manager of Al Samah 
Group Co. opened the Family Food Center Supermarket on 6 
February. He 
was accompa¬ 
nied by Mr Wa- 
leed Jam eel 
Fayyad, the Su¬ 
permarket Man¬ 
ager and Mr 
Ziad Abu Tra- 
beh. General 
Manager of Piz¬ 
za inn Restau¬ 
rants in Jordan. 

The ceremony 
was attended by 
the Managers of 
Al Samah Trading Complex. 

Al Samah Group Company is a Jordanian investment compa¬ 
ny rhai was established in 1993. This company includes AJ 
Samah Trading Complex, the International Pizza Inn Restau¬ 
rants and the Family Food Supermarket 
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12THE STAR 



Un scrutin avarice pour la paix 


« 

Supplement en frangais du Star 


• Pour jusdfier la tenue d f elections generates anticipees en Israel, le Premier 
mimstre israitien Shimon Peres (notre photo) a declare qu 'it avail besom d un 
xnouvean mandat pour la pabu* II ne veut pas attendre te mois d octobre et a 
choisi la date du 28 max pour ces Elections. 

La campagne tournera autour de trois thimes principaux: l Elat palestinien 
reclame par Yasser Arafat, i’avenir de Jerusalem et les negociations de paix avec 

la Syrie. . , . . 

Le calendrier oblige en effet le premier mimstre israetien a ootemr la 
confiance de la population avant de s'engager dans ces differentes discussions. 
Si les pourparlers avec la Syrie doiverti reprendre dans une dizaine de jours, les 
negociations avec VOLP sur le devenir des territoires occupis a 1'issue de 
Vautonomie en 1999 doixent avoir lieu au mois de mat 
Dans Timmediat, M.Peres semble vouloir eviter d’aborder la question de 
VeventueUe restitution du plateau du Golan, assurant qu’un referendum serait 
organise aprls les elections en cas d 1 accord de paix avec la Syrie. 


SELON 



Les societes 

qui prerendent etre par- 


fanes ne se rcncontrent 
quc dans Imagination de 
Plutarque et d’Aristoic. ou 
de bien d’autres thforiciens 
nalfs et purs qui ont oublie 
quc les homines sont tous 
paret Is. rc»ng& par le vice 
et la corruption, comme le 
dit Daudet. 

Les Jordaniens sent gy- 
n^reux, sinceres. suscepti- 
bles. amoureux. respec- 
tueux. obdissanis et se dis- 
tinguent de certains 
voisins par le fail que la 
corruption n'a pas encore 
dyvonS louies les couches 
de leur socidtd. 

Mais indiscu table menc, 
la corruption fait partie de 
nos notnbreux dyfauts qui 
entretienneni I'lquilibre 
prfcaire de noire fragile 
soci£t£. 

Les Jordaniens sont de- 
sormais rodds aux refrains 
classiques de la lutte con- 
tre la corruption et les 
dcoutent avec indifference 
et moquerie. II semble tout 
de meme que pour parve- 
nir a lutter de fa$on hon- 
netc contre ce mal. trois £1- 
£ments soient 

indispensables: designer 

des hommes «propres« 
pour dinger et arbitrer en 
sachant que tout dirigeant 
n'ayant jamais £te sounds 
3 f'ipreuve de la corruption 
ne peut etre qualifid 
<fincorruptible, n'dpargner 
personne dans cette lutte 
achamfie. et, enfin, arriver 
a ras surer les gens pour 
qu'ils puissent tdmoicner 
cn toute sdcuriie. 

Nous avons tendance £ 
traiter la corruption 
comme un syndrome et 
non comme une maladie! 

Le mercurochromc sur 
une jambe de hois n’a ja¬ 
mais eu d'effets magiques. 
et vouloir guerir un abces 
par des pansements ne fait 
qu'aggraver I'infeclion: ii 
faut crever I'abces pour 
obicnir la gucrison. 

La nouvclic taciique of- 
ficicllc semble s'adresser ii 
la corruption «5 diodes- 
qui pourrit noire pays. La 
corruption cst une lumeur 
qu'il faut extirper mainlc- 
nant. avoni que les meias- 
tascs nous andamisseni. 

Notre petit pays baigne 
dans unc maladie qui se 
cuerit. mais les vices cn- 
uent dans la composition 
de nos vertus comme le 
poison entre dans la com¬ 
position des re modes. 

Notre sculc armc. notre 
unique traitemenL e'est la 
volontc. La volonte sincere 
den flnir avec ce fleau. 

Les Jordaniens nc sont pas 
dupes. Us saveru bien quc 
route ihcrapie evasive, pre- 
cipit£e. ne peut se concc- 
voir dans une socidtd *en 
porcelaino comme la no¬ 
ire. 

Connaiire les mauvais 
citoyens cst d'une simplici¬ 
ty cn famine: demandez i 
dix personnes dans la rue 
des noms. ils vous rdpdtc- 
rent les m£mcs. 

Prenez un quotidicn 
pare apriis la nomination 
du nouveau gouvernement. 
decoupcz les foirc-parts de 
/dlicitations a dresses a tel 
ou tel minislre el envoyez 
vos inspectcurs: vous trou- 
verez ceux qui altcrcnt la 
morale jordanienne. 

La premiere dupe effi- 
cace dims la lutte contre la 
corruption, si Ton vcul 
franchement lutter contre, 
esl de designer • offirielle- 
ment les corrompus, puis 
de leur Oter toute protec¬ 
tion ct de les laisser voler 
de leure propres ailes. 

Croyez bien qu'ils vien- 
dront rapidement s'ccraser 
aux pieds de ccux qu'ils 
ont toujours pietinds.* 


Suhail Alsweis 


Politique 



Un premier sondage pour juger le gouvernement 


Pour la premiere fois, un sondage est realise juste apres la composition d un nouveau 
gouvernement pour connaitre le sentiment de la population. En Jordanie, le 
sondage n’est apparu qu’en 1993 et reste une pratique peufrequente. 



i® 5 


Apres la nomination du 
nouveau gouvememem par le 
roi, le Centre des dtudes strate- 
giques de ('University de Jor¬ 
danie a effectuy au dybut du 
men's un'sondage. Son objectif: 
connaitre les points de vue des 
citoyens vis-a-vis des rc formes 
annoncyps. ainsi que leurs 
reactions par rapport a ce 
jeune gouvernement et sa ca¬ 
pacity h poursuivre la mission 
de paix commencye par le gou¬ 
vememem precedent. 

L'idcc de realiser un son¬ 
dage a ete concretises pour la 
premiere fois en Jordanie en 
1993 par le Centre des dtudes 
strategiques. Depuis. sept su- 
jets ont die sou mis 5 1'opinion 
publique, dont la condition de 
la femme, la ddmocrade en 
Jordanie. la confdddration jor- 
danopalesdnienne.... 

C'est la premiere fois que 
1’on a recours a un sondage 
juste apres la nomination d'un 
gouveraemenL nil etait inte- 
rcssant pour nous de sonder la 
population jordanienne apres 
les differentes declarations an- 
nonqant +la revolution 
blanche+. Pour savoir com- 
men! la population juge les in¬ 
tentions du gouvernement », 
explique Fares Bazbazat. un 
des responsables du Centre des 
dtudes stnudgiques. *■Notre ob¬ 
jectif est d’imensifier les 
eludes et les reckerches dans 
la societies jordanienne. Nous 
avons initie ce sondage dans 
le but d’ouvrir de nouveaux 
horizons", expose le profes- 
seur Mustafa Hamameh, direc- 


teur des etudes strategiques 5 
rUniversitd de Jordanie. 

-Ce genre de sondage 
reflete iopinion publique et la 
position des citoyens ettvers les 
different: evenements de la so- 
cietc. Cela permei aux deten- 
teurs du pom’oir decisionnaire 
d'appliqiter unc politique adap¬ 
ts*. analyse le professeur 
Mouhammad Masalhah. direc- 
teur de depanement de Scien¬ 
ces Poliiiques ii I'Universitd de 
Jordanie. 


Deux panels 
bien differents 

Le sondage effectuy sur trois 
jours s'esi base sur un dchandl- 
lon national de mille deux cent 
personnes inciuant des families 
de niveaux culture I et social va¬ 
ries. et des yiudiams d'uni- 
versites. 

-// atirait peut-etre fallu se- 
lectionncr VechantiUon natio¬ 
nal pour qu'il soit plus repre- 
sentatif de la population ». 
commentc Mouhammad. Ma¬ 
salhah. qui se montre scepdque 
a rdgard dc la composidon du 
panel interrogy. Selon lui. le 
sondage n'a pas tenu compte 
du point de vue de certaines 
professions, comme celui des 
agriculteurs qui ont une opi¬ 
nion tout a fail diffyrente de 
celle des citadins. En effet la 
majority des gens sondes sont 
d'Amman, h cause de la forte 
density de population dans 
ragglomeration. 

L'autrc dchandllon sondd 
comprehd 501 representants 
des elites de la classe politique 


et economique. «On retrouve 
des membres de differents mi- 
nistires, de VAssemblee. du 
corps juridique ou de plusleurs 
partis poliiiques. En ce qui 
concerns le secteur econo¬ 
mique, on a sondi des syndi- 
cats et cent dirigeants de 
grandes compagnies commer- 
ciales en Jordanie.» explique 
Fares BazbozaL 

Cette myth ode d'yehan- 
tillonnage est calqufie sur celle 
adopiye par le dypanement des 
stadsdques pour le recense- 
mentde!994. 

Les trois questions ont yt£ 
nSdigyes par des professionnels 
du centre. "Nous adopions les 
mimes me diodes de sondage 
que celles utilisies d I'itran- 
gerM, assure Hamameh. 

"II faut avoir confiance en la 
capacite de nos citoyens de 
dormer un jugement objectif et 
construclif. C'est plus delicat 
pour I’ichanlillon spicial des 
501 ddcideurs car on redouts 
que leur opinion ne soil guidie 
que par leurs iruirits person¬ 
nels *. commcnte Mouhammad 
Masalhah. »U faut qu’on ap- 
prenne a analyser el non pas 
settlement dormer un avis sub- 
jectif base sur de seules im¬ 
pressions.» 

11 ne reste done plus qu'k 
laisser le gouvememem agir 
pour permeure aux citoyens. 
cette fois. dc formuler un juge¬ 
ment basd sur des fails et non 
plus sur des intentions.* 







St::: 

Consulate 


yiRaean 

. . 


I Sant-.•• • •• • 

ji'sRep of China 


m- 


Quelques jours seulement apris sa formation, le gouvernement d’Abdel Karim Kabariti peut avoir, grace a ce sondage, 
une notion assez precise de la fagon dont est pergu, au sein de la population, le changement de politique annonce. 


M Arabian. 
WaaHcraofan 
Slut, Consulate . 
UKorun. . 
uAtrici. 


Oroub El Abed 


Recherche 

Les mouvements 
palestiniens a l'etude 

Pour lancer son programme de recherches s f interessant aux 
mouvements palestiniens, le Cermoc a reuni a Amman 
une centaine de chercheurs au cours d’un atelier de travail. 


Trois questions pour deux echantillons 


Trois questions ont £t£ posees entre le 6 et le 10 ffivner & un 
ychantillon national (EN.) de 1200 personnes, composd 
d'autam de femmes quc d'hommes, et h un dchantillon spe¬ 
cial (E.S.) de 501 personnes faisant partie de I'eliie politique 
et eeconomique du pays. Cette ytude a ct£ principalemcnt 
rdalisde par tyiephonc. 

Question 1: Pcnscz-vous quc le nouveau gouvernement 
soil capable d'assumer scs responsabililis dans J’aven/r? 

Question 2:Dans quelle mesure jugez-vous le Premier 
mini&tre capable dc remplir son role? 

Question 3: La composition du nouveau gouvernement 
vous saiisfaii-cllc? 


Les sondes pouvaient manifestcr leur degn: de satisfaction 
scion unc dchelle allant dc -iris'* a «^peu- satisfaits. les jugc- 
ments negulifs ne connaissant cux pas les memes nuances 
puisqu'une seulc possibility dc reponse dtait offerte. 

Void les principaux resultats du sondage fen pourcen- 
tagcl.B 



Quesi 

tion 1 

Question 2 

Question?! 

E.N. 

E.S. 

E.N. 

E.S. 

E.N. 

ER-j 

Tres capable 

38 

'30.1 

51.7 

45^ 


r r* ! 

TrJs satisfait 


- 



32i 

asw*! 

I 

43.2 

4 6.9 

32 

34j5 

.. 

■ • i 

capable 






i 

Moyenneinent 





• 

; i 

satisfait : - 


.. 



-573. 

r43fr\ 

Pea capable 

4.7 

11.4 

5.5 

11.6 


• 1 

Peu satisfait 





73 

$ j 

Pas capable 

4.2 

7.2 

2.7 

4.6 



Pas satisfait - 



- 


4.6 

*. i 





Organise par ic Cen¬ 
tre deludes el dc recherches 
sur le Moycn-Oricni contempo- 
rain tCermoc) avec le soutien 
financier dc ITlnion euro- 
peenne ct dcs services culturels 
dc f'amhassadc de France, un 
colloquy s'est in teres se au de¬ 
but du mois dc Ievricr aux 
mouvements palestiniens. a 
tracers leur territoire national el 
leurs espaces communautaires. 

Cct atelier de travail a donne 
le depan dun nouveau pro¬ 
gramme dc recherche 5 dom Ic 
but est de dessiner un cadre 
general de travail pour les cher¬ 
cheurs engages dans diffe- 
rentes crudes sur les questions 
dc la Palestine ct dcs Palcstini- 
ens. dans les territoires occupes 
ct autonomes ainsi qu'en JonJa- 
nic. 

La premiere joumce de cc 
colloque portait sur I'histo- 
riographic palestinien ne. no- 
tamment le problcmc du deficit 
des analyses sociologiques par 
rapport aux analyses poliiiques. 
La question de la specificity pa- 
lestinicnnc dans Ic contexte re¬ 
gional et international a £te 
aussi abordde. ainsi que les su- 
jets loucham aux mouvements 
palestiniens. aux rctugids. aux 

deplacds. a leur identity... 

La deuxieme partie de cette 
confyrcncc ttait. elle. consa- 
erce Ii dcs experiences de ter¬ 
rain. dcs chercheurs prescntanl 
des travaux notamment sur les 
elites tradiiionnellcs pale&ti- 


niennes. la crise et I’emploi 
chez les Palestiniens a Amman- 
Est ou bien le camp dc refugiys 
ds al-VVahdat vu a travers son 
habitat. 

Trjvjiflant csscnticllcmcnt 
au para van t avec des chercheurs 
franfais et jordaniens. Ic Cer- 
moc collabore aujourdliui avec 
bcaucoup plus dc scicntifiques 
venant cfEurope ou du mondc 
arabc. 

Les chercheurs presents au 
colloque d'Amman xenaient. 
entre aulres. du Maghreb, de 
Palestine, du Ginoda. ou 
d'ltalic. "Un tel colloque nc 
peut etre que fructueux». ex¬ 
plique Hana Jaber. chercheur 
associy au Ccrmoc. "Dcs cher¬ 
cheurs d'horizons in t dice fuels 
varies el dc pays differents sc 
c ommuniquent leur questionne- 
ment ct leur demarche. De ses 
mises en perspective se dega- 
gent les questions palest i- 
mer.nes. leur diversile refletanl 
les multiples experiences poli- 
liques et sociales par lesquclles 
sont passes les Palestiniens de¬ 
puis 1948." 

I’nc des premieres grapes du 
programme de recherches se 
concrctiscra avec la publica¬ 
tion. norma lement ii la fin de 
I'annce. d’un ouvrage collcctif 
en frangais ct cn anglais qui 
rassemblera les interventions 
des chercheurs duram le col- 
loquc d'Amman.* 


C’est la vie 


Mona Kaddouml 





Certaines etudes menees par le 
camps de rffugies palestiniens. 


Cermoc concernent les 


L'agenda frangais d'Amman 

Peinture 

« L'estampe de peintre en France », au Centre 
culturel frangais (CCF). 

Une exposition reunissant les ceuvres de 
quatre artistes : Jean-Charles Blais, Helene 
Delprat, Philippe Favier et Gerard Ga- 
rouste. 

Cinema 

Cycle Louis Malle au CCF : 

«Lacombe Lucien„ lundi 19 a 20h00, et 
'<Viva Maria*, Itindi 26 h 20h00. 


Video 

«Brigittc Bardot en chanson*, de Jean-Louis 
Remilleux et Roland Coutas, le 25 fevrier a 
18h00 au CCF. 

«La verite», un film de Henri Georges 
Clouzot, mardi 27 a 20h00 au CCF. 


Conference 

Mercredi 28 a I8h00, d^couverte du Cen¬ 
tre de Resources du CCF qui rassemble 
de ’ nombreux CD-ROM sur la France, 
proposant, entre autres, une visite vir- 
tuelle du musee du Louvre. 


Musique 

Agnes Bashir la touche-a-tout 

Pianiste eme rite, Agnes Bashir est aussi compositiicZ 
et professeur de musique. Georgienne d'origine, elle a 
sedait la Jordanie depuis son arrivee en 1990. : 


j&stine Prop 
ynories. Dr« 
are from 
‘^Century 1 


Wadelphia 


Vous voulez ecrire en frangais? 

Aiors n’h^sitez-pas & collaborer 
& la redaction du Jourdain, 

Que vous soyez passionn^ d’economie, 
de politique, de fails de soci£t£ ou de 
culture, vos articles nous intdressent. 
Pour tout renseignement, contactez 
Olivier Bras au Star au 645 380. 



La prasGiiGcs dc mu- 

sicicns irakiens venus s’ins- 
taller depuis 1990 favorisc le 
mouvumcnl dc promotion en 
Jordanie de la musique clas- 
sique intcmationalc cn general, 
ct dc la musique occrdcntalc cn 
pa rri cuiicr. 

Parmi cux. Agnes Bashir oc- 
cupc unc place tout a fait parti- 
culidrc. La pianiste n£c a Tbi- 
lissi en Gyorgic. peut cn effet 
etre qualifide dc musicicnne 
compiytc Hi plus d'un ygard. 

Formye cn Russic par les 
plus grands maitres. dont 
I'iilustrc Aram lllitch Khalcha- 
tourian («Ln Danse du Sa¬ 
bre"), Agn&. Bashir est musi- 
cologuc, interprHte ct composi- 
trice. 

Maritfc qu violoniste irakicn 
Krkri Bashir, die a non sculc- 
ment appris ct maitrisy la 
bngue de son ypewx. mais a 
egaiement nhissi a assimiler les 
sonorirds et les inflexions dc 
l'arabc, les ini6gnuit dans des 
compositions d'une grande 

originality. 

Fondafricc de I'dcolc dc bal¬ 
let dc Bagdad. Agnes Bashir v 
a prdsenty unc de ses premiere’s 
oeuvres. "Sindbad*, un ballet 
cn six tableaux produit par Ki- 
kir Bashir. A Amman, die a 
mis cn musique des poCmcs 
d'un dcs plus cclebrcs dcrivains 
enmemporains arabes, Jafcra Ib¬ 
rahim Jabra. ddoHiy fan der¬ 
nier. 

L'inlerpretalion de ccv potniex 
par la soprano Tania Tamuri. 
Nasir a ddju donnd lieu j plu- 
siciirs converts U Amman cl ii 
jyraslt. ou Agnes Bashir inter- 
pretait au piiuio ses propres 
compositions. 

Lit mist cn musique clax- 
sique, « structure ocridcnlale. 
de ces pt^ines arahes esl deja 




Agnes Bashir , ici en compagnie du chef d'orcu xts trtHv' 
hammad Othman Siddiq, est & la fois musicdjjmu, *- 
terprkte et compositrice. ■ 


urte premiere historique. El 
musicalenwm porlant, il s'agit 


d une grande renssite. 

«Ya Layl*, (O Nuit), par e- 
xcmple. est un moreeau au ly- 
risme dramatique superbe, 
coneiliant d'une part un jcu pi- 
omsiique lout it fail rigoureux 
et classiquc. ct d'atitre part, 
une atmosphere orientale v£rit- 
abte. A aucun moment, 
I'audilcur n'a rimpressicm d’un 
assemblage amficiel. le tout 
ayant et£ pensd, « surtout sen- 
o par Agn£s Bashir, comme un 
scul yiyment homogfcne. 


Un« rMlo Inspiration 

L'inspinition chez la musi- 
cienne est reelle. Son excel¬ 
lent connaissance dc La 
langue arabc y comribue 
clairemcnt. 

Entre les cours privys qu’clle 
“o^nc. son poslc au Conserva¬ 
toire national dc musique. la 


Fondation Nour AI 
recitals qu'elle prypcffCiSt®^ j 
vail dc composition eLd.^; 
concerts, notammcnV'l : ^ 3n1 ’ I 
bassade de France, KB&P'l 
shir esl une musiciCrtfltb ■ ^,, ' 
occupye. 

Elle a tout de m& 
temps de s'initier a 1' 
partitions sur ordinate 
fort qui lui permet . 
dc gagner dti temps 
poser. 

Si certains scepti _ 
vent se demander com 
Gfiorpenne rSussit 
ment 3 intygrer Tara 
compositions, il suffit 
eonvaincre, de les n 
cyiebre •Schlherazac, 
colai' Rimsky-Koreakt, 
dont certaines phras 1 
calcs sont aussi ori 
aussi belles que les 
morccaux ycrits par 
Utux.* 

Jean-Claii; 

















Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre..._ 

American Centre library. 

British Council...»_......... 

French Cultural Centre.. 

Goethe Institute.. 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish)-. 
Turkish Cultural Centre .......... 

HayaArts Centre-—.- 

Y.W.C.A__ 

Y.W.M.A___ 

Darat al ftinun L_ 

Alia Art Gallety- 

Baladna An Gallery. 

Nabil Al MashiniTbeaTe_ 

Nabil & His ham's Theatre 


. 661026/7 Concord Cinema. 677420 

— B2fl 101 Plow Cinema.... S092IJ8 

.. 636147/8 • Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

... 637009 

.641993 Sports Clubs 

— 610858 Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

.... 639777 Orthodox Club...S10491 

.... 665195 Royal Automobile Club.815410 

— 641793 .Royal Shooting Club.736572 

.... 664251 Royal Chess Club.673713 

.....643252 Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

.... 639303 Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

.... 657132 Amman Mun. library.-.636111 

--.675571 Univ. of Jordan Library. 843555 

— 625155 R.S.C.N. ..S37931/S37937 


Government Depts. 
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The Prime Ministry. 

,...641211 

Amman Greater Municipality. 

...636111 

686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs 

....666141 

Culture / Jabal Ammon... 

....636391 

Education & Higher Education ... 

Energy & Mineral Resources. 

Finance . 

Foreign Affairs...... 

... 6691S J 
...815615 
... 636321 
...644361 




,...641467 


... 6631 i I 

Justice... 

... 663101 


Labour.— 

Municipalities & Environment — 

. 6981 So 
.. 641393 
.641211 


644466 

Post & Communications ............... 

Public Health _ 

.. 624301 
.665131 

Public Works & Housing .. 

Social Development.. 

.. 668481 
..673191 

Supplies.. 

.602121 


..642311 

Transport.-. 

Water & Irrigation... 

.641461 
.680100 


Youth / University.-.- 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian__ 673246/7 

Austrian.....-.......... 644635 

Bahraini.:_.'664148/9 

Brazilian -.• 642183 

Belgian..:.... 675683 

Bulgarian - 818151 

Canadian -. 666124 

Chilean -- 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen_603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

Goman.6S9351 

Greek- 671331/2 

Hungarian.;...I.—.815614 

Icelandic Consulate_698851 

Indian--_-637262 

Indonesian ... 828911 

Iraqi...:..... 639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan..-. 693101/3 

Lebanese -—.-. 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean _666349 

Norwegian Embassy.. 644932/4 

Omani.i.686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.-..-.677517 

People's Rep. of China ;. 666139 

Philippines .—....._ 645161 

Polish... 637153 

Qatari...682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri.Lanki. Consulate .645312 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..-.-.811194 

Spanish..614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss____ 686416/7 

Syrian...L.....'—- . 641076 

Taiwan... 671530 

Tunisian-- 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

UA.E.’._ 643347/643341 

United Kingdpm.-..- r .lv— 823JJ)G 
United StateS-..-.-:.---l- 826101- 

Yemen ..r v ;.>..J. 640381 

EEC Delegation -—........ 668191 

ESCWA -. 694351/8 

ICRC_;..... 688645 

UNDP/WFP .66817177 

UNRWA.- 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot . 641510 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .-..J 682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Airyemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings...894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .;..641430 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 


Delta Air Lines.. 

.643661 

Egypt Air.. 

Emirates Airlines .. 
Gulf Air. 

..630011 

.643341 

. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines 
Iberia. 

. 622275 

637827/644036 

Iran Air. 

. 622826 

Japan AirLines . 

. 630879 

KLM. 

. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 

676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 


_601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA... 

. 636104 

Olympic. 

630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines 

.. 640200 

P1A ... 

H JJUI 

Polish Airlines . 

.625981 

Qantas . 

641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 

. 678321 

Saudia.. 



Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 
Syrian Air.—. 622147 

US Air. 

TAROM- Romanian... 

... 694801/2 

. 637380 

. 637195 

Trans World Airline ... 

Turkish Airliqef . 

. 623430 

.659102 

Yemeni a Airways. 

— 628175 

-Queen' Alia Airport..... 
RJ Flight Info. 

(08) 53200 
..(08) 53200 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police...... 625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police_787111 

Hospitals 

I Akleh Maternity.642441/2 ' 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Ai-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

Amal Hospital.-.674155 

Army. Marka..891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 
ltalian-AI-Muhajreen-...777T01/3 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani:.... 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital.845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints..121 

Prices complaints_666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390A)] 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


I 



Hotel Suites 

J. Luxury!™ 
it, Comfort ~ 

§ Service V 
M, Location - 

In the of " 
Sweifyieh : - 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 




Open buffet: 

Soup. <sibd. pasta, .spaghetti with 
meat & sauce. 

Garlic bread supreme, all kinds of 
Pizza. Soft drinks and desserts. 


Many Villas & A parte merits 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. SI0520 
Abdoun, Almouhtaseb Center.- 


r +HOSPlTALlTY- X 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 
Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel: 6 6 6 7 05 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-C&ar . 314131; 

Aqaba..314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Inti.312426 

Miramar...314340 


There are certainly so t 
many ways to eqjoy the. 
LITTLE CAESAM ^ 
hum*.!! .• - 

Most welcome to phone . 
Most welcome to come • 





Beautv Institute 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.o-Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


o f 

O R v d\ <l:in fna.-a, 
o v/ci. . ur ' 

c Eti'o;.n msn.'ct, 



Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmisari! 
i el: j ; 




Philadelphia Bock Gallery 

Back in stock 

-Celestme Prophecy 

-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 

-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 

-19th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 

Also 19th century Lithographs 

By David Roberts + Bartlett 






The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlryyah Girls School 
Take away Is available 

Open daily !2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

TeW389e8-v 



c o ; ; i o m 


K T I 3 A D I 


Economic Perspectives 

Jordan ’s authoritative economic 
^ newsletter Published every two weeks. 
a?- © A vailable by subscription only. 

=s * 1 , For a free copy coil Raed at 652-380 





3!-£C3* caa£ 

“ 'iZS e.t 

-552-330 



7th circle. TeL 820099 



UB CKITBI! FOB 8SIGS SURGES ^ 

*ShoesRepair \WzL=- } 

* Darning 

* Engraving 

Upholstery & Capet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique > J £ ■v 


J: ) 




Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 



d 


WS ! 


tlAni 1 n fim 


Wasfi Al- Tal $L 

- Tel: 695180 

Fax: 682525 


CAiftRiAGE^ carriage Rent a Car CARRIAGE carriage 


J-lS ervice o__ 

we offer:- i 

❖ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 

j * Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance - - -- 

i 4* Oil Change •, 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 - 
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Edited by Zeid Nasser 


Arabia On-Line is now sponsored by Sun Microsystems 
and is working with Dallah Al Barakeh to set-up an 
Islamic Information site: 


The power of reach 


ARABIA ON-Line, the Inter¬ 
net service covering Middle 
Eastern culture and general 
information topics, and oper¬ 
ated from inside Jordan, is 
attracting more attention from 
sponsors and advertisers as it 
records phenomenal 
number of visitors. Over 
30,000 Internet users 
from all around the 
world are logging into 
Arabia-On-Line every 
week. 

Accordingly. Sun 
Microsystems, the world 
wide leader in internet 
solutions, has decided to 
sponsor Arabia-On-Line. 

Sun is playing a big 
role in promoting Inter¬ 
net principles and tech¬ 
nologies. it is estimated 
that^SO percent of all 
Internet applications 
were created using Sun 
technology. Archie. 
Gopher, Mosaic and 
WAIS ore four of Sun's 
applications that 

unleashed the Internet's 
popularity. Sun also 
holds a prominent place 
in the Internet Society's 
(ISOQ Internet Engineering 


With the help of Sun software 
bilingual information is pro¬ 
vided maximizing the potential 
audience inside and outside the 
Arab world. 

Arabia-On-Line has also 
been chosen by Dallah Al 



Task Force, the body charged 
with defining the evolving 
internet products. 

Arabia-On-Line shares 
Sun's vision that the Internet 
is fast becoming a business 
medium as well as an educa¬ 
tion and research tool, hence 
Arabia-On-line will be the first 
Internet-based on-line serving 
Arab and international users 
who are interested in the busi¬ 
ness and culture of the Arab 
World. 

. The heart of Arabia-On- 
Line is a graphical representa¬ 
tion of an electronic Arabic 
city divided into buildings for 
business, culture, and enter¬ 
tainment. Users can obtain 
information about the relevant 
fields of interest just by click¬ 
ing one of these buildings. 


Baraka to establish an Islamic 
Banking Information Service 
on the Internet 

Arabian Communications & 
Publishing (ACP) have signed 
an agreement for establishing 
an internet-based information 
site for Dallah Al Barakah. pro¬ 
viding different value-added 
information to internet users 
worldwide about Dallah Al 
Barakah activities and about 
Islamic banking and economy. 

According to this agreement 
ACP will work on developing 
the Barakah site as part of E- 
Arabia. the bean of Arabia- 
On-Line. The site will also be 
accessible directly through its 
own domain name. 

Through the Prayer Times 
service, which will be part of 
the site, users worldwide will 
be able to know the prayer time 
and the Qibla direction, by 


specifying their location in the 
world. The name of the nearest 
Dallah bank will be displayed 
in the site according to the loca¬ 
tion of the user. 

The site will contain differ¬ 
ent Economic and Islamic 
information, such as an index 
of Islamic economy books, 
and a section for questions 
and answers on the Islamic 
Economy based on the annual 
Fatwa meeting that is orga¬ 
nized by Dallah Baraka every 
Ramadan. The site will also 
include a section where visi¬ 
tors can ask questions about 
Islamic economy, to be 
answered by Islamic economy 
experts from Dallah Al 
Baraka. This section will be 
called CyberFatwa. 

A directory of conferences 
and seminars relating Lo the 
Islamic economy win be also 
available at the site. A net¬ 
work of different home pages 
for all Dallah Banks and 
financial institutions will be 
established within the sire 
giving full information about 
the services offered by these 
banks and institutions, and 
their addresses, and contact 
people. Stock prices for each 
country having a Dallah Al 


American Computer Show opens 



Tme tx» ^ 5 «i 
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FOLLOWING ITS official 
opening ceremony today, the 


American Computer Show will 
open its doors to the public 
tomorrow Friday, showcasing 
all the latest American 
information technology 
products available in 
Jordan. 

The American Com¬ 
puter Show, organized 
by the American 
Embassy in Amman, is 
being held at the Phila¬ 
delphia Hotel between 
16 and 17 February. 

This show has turned 
into an annual event that 
is awaited by Jordanian 
computer users" and 
enthusiasts. Into it’s 
fourth year, the Ameri¬ 
can Computer Show has 
proven to be a hit with 
Jordanian distributors of Amer¬ 
ican computer and technology 
products, who claim that it pro¬ 
vides them with the besi expo¬ 
sure and is an important oppor¬ 


tunity to get their products 
across to a professional com¬ 
puter-buying audience. 

Computer and technology 
companies participating in the 



show this year include Special 
Systems Co.. Tantash Informa¬ 
tion Technology Group. Mir¬ 
age Information Systems 
Group, Arabian Office Auto¬ 


mation. Sprint Jordan. Access. 
Judeh Cards Tech, Sinam Inte¬ 
grated Systems and others. As 
a matter of fact, the number of 
participating companies 
makes the show the sec¬ 
ond biggest in the country 
after the Middle East 
Technology Show 

(METS), which is orga¬ 
nized by the Jordan Com¬ 
puter Society. 

The American Show is 
well supported by a num¬ 
ber of sponsors including 
Sprint Jordan. Tantash 
Information Systems 
Group (TISG). BYTE 
Middle East, Mirage 
information Technology 
Group (MIG) . Al Rai 
newspaper, NETS and 
others. Show hours are 
10.00 am to 4:30 pm and 7.00 
pm to 10.00 pm. It’s the main 
event at the moment for the 
Jordanian computer commu¬ 
nity. Don't miss it. ■ 


TT-V MASSES 


Spiders are crawling all 
over the Internet 


Serving the Jordanian market from the Egypt office: 

Microsoft Expands Middle East Operations 


MICROSOFT. THE world’s 
leading software producer 
which launched its Middle East 
subsidiary in 1992. has now 
expanded its organization in 
the region to reflect major 
developments in key markets 
including Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt. 

The Middle East region is 
now divided into three strategic 
groups. Microsoft Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Microsoft Egypt, which 
will also cover Lebanon. Jor¬ 
dan. Palestine and Syria, and 
Microsoft Gulf, covering the 
GCC states apart from Saudi 
Arabia. 

"Microsoft is moving closer 
into its key markets in the Mid¬ 
dle East.” said Charles. Allen. 
General Manager of Microsoft 
Middle East, which will incor¬ 
porate Microsoft Gulf and 
retain central responsibility for 
coordinating Microsoft opera¬ 


tions in the region. 

“With the enormous growth 
we have seen in the Saudi Ara¬ 
bian Market, it became an obvi¬ 
ous move to open our own 
office in Riyadh and now we 
have formally established a sep¬ 
arate entity to handle sales and 
distribution and other customer- 
specific activities in the King¬ 
dom.” said Khaled Awad. 
recently appointed General 
Manager of Microsoft Saudi 
Arabia. 

“In Egypt, Microsoft prod¬ 
ucts are now being produced 
under license by local compa¬ 
nies and the country is growing 
rapidly as a computer-oriented 
society, justifying the creation 
of a separate Cairo operation, 
which wilt also embrace the 
eastern MegliLerranean coun¬ 
tries, including Jordan. Leba¬ 
non. Palestine and Syria." 
according to Abdullah Al Taji, 


country manager for the Egypt 
area. 

Microsoft Gulf is based in 
Dubai and responsible for ser¬ 
vicing Microsoft customers in 
Bahrain, Kuwait. Oman. Qatar 
and the UAE. 

Microsoft Middle East will 
coordinate all Microsoft activi¬ 
ties in the region and will play a 
particularly important role in 
the introduction of Arabic 
Microsoft Windows 95, which 
is on course for delivery in 
June this year. 

“Arabic Windows and Office 
95 will be our major localized 
products this year and the new 
Middle East structure will opti¬ 
mize the success of these roll¬ 
outs,” said Allen. 

"Microsoft Middle East will 
be coordinating the whole 
launch with the country taking 
the new products into their spe¬ 
cific maikets.” he added. ■ 


EVERYWHERE YOU look today in the press, there's some¬ 
thing about the Internet. If you tune into international news, 
you'll realize that the Internet craze is far from over. It looks 
like it’s just begining. Everyday, there’s a new development 
of some sort that pushes the boundaries of computer use and 
human communication a step further. 

As part of the Internet's growing craze, there seems to be a 
vast number of arising 'parallel products'. 

These are mostly software tools that facilitate the use of the 
Internet, which is becoming very necessary for users to be 
able to cut through the massive chunks of information, to get 
to what they are really looking for. 

A type of software called ‘Spiders' or 'Engines' do just 
that. By providing an updated index of what's Available on 
the World-Wide-Web. these useful pieces of intelligent soft¬ 
ware make it easier for the user to identify the sire required to 
visit. 

How do they work? Well, ‘Spiders' perform fast search and: 
find activities all over the World-Wide-Web. exploring the 
new sites and registering them in an index. It's an amazing 
process by which addresses from the World-Wide-Web. 
known as URLs are compiled. At any given point in time, an 
Internet user can log into these engines lo gain quick informa¬ 
tion on the Web sites of interest. Accordingly, the popularity 
of companies providing that software service is increasing, 
giving rise to yet another group of powerful publishing com¬ 
panies of Internet tools such as Yahoo! 

It’s interesting for us in Jordan to think how we can keep 
up with all these developments. For one thing, we still don't 
have full Internet access in Jordan, although it was scheduled 
to have arrived by this time of the year. ’' 5 .' 

Apparently. Sprint are working hard to introduce.the ser¬ 
vice. but cannot pin-point a clear date for its launch. 

For Jordanian users, awaiting Internet connectivity, there 
are two sides to all these developments. On the one hand, we 
will enter a much more organized and better managed cyber¬ 
space that offers advanced usage tools. On the other hand, 
bearing in mind Lhai the concept of ‘navigating the Net' and 
'surfing around for information' are difficult enough, just 
imagine how much else we have to catch up with. ■ 


More power to Windows 95 


Barakah company or bank, will 
be displayed in both Arabic and 
English. 

Arabia-On-Line will provide 
the creative design, technical 
and programming work, and 
maintenance 


of the site. 

Arabia-On- 
Line is the 
largest source 
of Arabic and 
Islamic infor¬ 
mation in the 
Internet: visi¬ 
tors ta E- 
Arabia now 
exceed 30.000 
visitors per 
week of a total 
of 45 million 
Internet users. 


Arabia-on-Line is be availa¬ 
ble through the Internet on the 
World-Wide-Web (WWW). 
Using standard web browsing 
software such as NetScape or 
Mosaic, it can easily be 
accessed. From Arabia-On- 
Line opening screen visitors 
can also surf 
Sun's 



into 
Web Site 
one of the 
most popular 
places on the 
Internet, and 
learn more 
about the lat¬ 
est products 
and services 
that Sun 

offers in the 
field of com¬ 
puter net¬ 

working, 
such as its 


new Netra Internet Server, or 
Java the hot new programming 
language specifically designed 
for handling aspects of pro¬ 
gramming for the Internet. 

Arabia-On-Line is devel¬ 
oped and owned by Arabian 
Media Concepts an electronic 
publishing division of Arabian 
Communications and Publish¬ 
ing (publishers of BYTE Mid¬ 
dle East and Al Taqniyah Wal 
A'amal magazines), that cur¬ 
rently is venturing into Internet 
publishing to complement its 
services and provide solutions 
for this new medium. 

For more information, you 
can contact Arabian Media 
Concepts at telephone 650444 
or fax 650888. Also, if you 
have Internet access, why not 
pay a visit to Arabia-On-Line 
at address: http://Arabia.com 
on the World-Wide-Web. ■ 


Clearance PC 
& peripheral 
sale at TISG 


THERE’S : A chance for 
computer .buyers to get' a. 
good' deal from Tantash 
Information Systems 
(TISG) this month, as the 
company has announced a 
clearance sale :on all its 
used, computers'iaod 
peripherals^ - •. ..■' - 
!*fw^an oppor&nlt/’to- 
gel 386,486 and even Pen¬ 
tium PCs at a bargain 
price. - . ■ 

For more information, 
contact Mr Dia Abdo af 
TISG on telephone num¬ 
ber 689252. ■ 


AFTER THE massive propa¬ 
ganda that accompanied the 
launch of Windows 95 lost 
year, it looks like the real 
power of this operating system 
is about to be unleashed with 
new, more powerful proces¬ 
sors to arrive. 

Power-hungry users will be 
pleased to know that both 32- 
bit and 16-bit applications 
should perform much better 
under Windows 95 in the near 
future, due to the introduction 
of the new Pentium from Intel. 



the 6 x 86 from Cyrix and the KexGen improved Nx5S6. 

On anoiher note. Windows 95 is still not replacing Win¬ 
dows 3.1 on the desktops of most Arab users. The reason is 
simple, there is still no Arabic version of Windows 95. Mov¬ 
ing to the new system would mean the loss of Arabic 
functionality. ... 

Microsoft has announced that we can expect to see Arabic 
Windows 95 by the middle of this year. 

If its launch coincides with the new processors, the next 
part of 1996 will be a treat for power users in the Middle East. 

For now, it makes sense to hold your horses before upgrad¬ 
ing your PC system. With the many developments in proces¬ 
sor speeds, there will be a decline in prices of current 
120MHz and I33MHz systems. ■ 


ShopFest in Dubai promises 

to be a big bang 


EVENTS TAKING place dur¬ 
ing the upcoming six week 
Dubai Shopping Festival 
(DSR ‘96— beginning Febru¬ 
ary 15 are set to establish 
Dubai as the leading family 
and leisure destination in the 
region. 

"Great shopping bargains is 
the theme of the Dubai Shop¬ 
ping Festival, but no festival is 
complete without a wide range 
of entertainment and incen¬ 
tives." said Mohamcd Alab- 
bar. DSF Supreme Committee 
member and Director General 
of the Economic Department. 
“Visitors have to have some 
diversion from the shopping 
too. and an extensive array of 
the entertainment-to-comc is 
just that." he added. Alabbar 
stated that the calendar of 
events was just a sample of 
some of the activities taking 
place, and more contracts for 
additional entertainment were 
being finalized, and that the 
calendar would he updated 
shortly. 

Over the last three months 
the Dubai Shopping Festival 
Organizing Committee has 
been gearing up to stage some 
of the most exciting entertain¬ 
ment to hit the city of Dubai. 

Kicking off the ambitious 
calendar from February 20 to 
23, is the 'Orbit Festival'— 
presented and sponsored 
exclusively by Orbit Satellite 
Television and Radio Net¬ 
work. featuring 15 of the Mid¬ 
dle East's most famous stars 
including. George Wassouf. 
Latifa. Mohamad Bouloushi. 
Rabab. Raghcb Alameh. 
Abdallah Rashad. Nawal Al 
Zoghbi. Kazem ■ El-Saher. 
Loutfi Bushnaq. Wacl Kfouri. 
Najwa Karam, Warda, Mus¬ 
tafa Qamar and Mohamad 
Mazem. as well as an ensem¬ 
ble of singers from around the 
GCC. 

At the new Dubai Interna¬ 
tiona! Congress Center, a 
ranee of performances are 
scheduled. To name a few. 
Caracal la —the world famous 



Lehanesc production— 
presenting Alissa and Andalu¬ 
sia from February 28 to March 
2: Julian Lloyd Weber or. 
March 4th and’5th: on March 
6 lh and 7th, the Moscow State 
Philharmonic Orchestra with 

Vladimar Ponton conducting: 
on March 9. Jagit Singh is fea¬ 
tured: on March 17th and i 8 th 
the latest in classical pop 
comes to town with Vanessa 
Mae. Other performances by 
the St Petersburg Ballet and 
Zakir Hussein will take place 
in March and contracts are still 
being signed with other per¬ 
formers which will be 
announced soon. 

Emirate International 
Forum. Mcrril Lynch Interna¬ 
tional and the Dubai Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
wi)| inaugurate the first ‘Retail 
Seminar'—a one day event on 
12 March—which will focus 
on global retailing perspectives 
and the retail industry in the 
Gulf. 

One event which ujll he of 
great interest to local and visit¬ 
ing shoppers will be the 'Car¬ 


pet Exhibition'. This will fea¬ 
ture the largest amount of car¬ 
pets ever seen under one roof, 
and will be held from 15 Feb¬ 
ruary to 15 June at the Dubai 
Customs Bonded Warehouses 
adjacent to Al Makioum 
Bridge. 

Sports events during the 
ShopFcst—including some 
already established events, 
such as the Dubai Desert Clas¬ 
sic PGA golf tournament and 
the Dubai Open ATP Tennis 
tournament—a newcomer to 
the Dubai sports scene—the 
Duba: World Cup (the richest 
horse race in the world! will be 
taking place. 

A more extensive sports cal¬ 
endar for the masses will 
include traditional events like 
canoeing and bull fighting and 
a tug-of-war. and an 

array nf team sports such 3 S 
beach volley ball, field hockey, 
and cricket matches. Individual 
.•porting compel it ions far 
skate-boarding. shooting, 
karate, parachute jumping and 
a triathlon. The events will 


take place throughout the city 
on main roads and the Dubai 
Creek Park 

Dubai Municipality has also 
done its share in organizing 
events An International Folk¬ 
lore Week—featuring I? 
countries will include tradi¬ 
tional fotklonc dances, popular 
fashion shows and handicrafts 
exhibitions will be taking place 
at the Creek Park from 29 Feb¬ 
ruary to the end of March. In 
addition. 30 of Walt Disney's 
cartoon characters will visit 
with the public from 19-21 
February at Mumzar Park. 
Other ‘pork’ features will 
include a Children’s Week at 
Creek Park, a Flowers and Gar¬ 
den Exhibnion at Mamma 
Market, a Classic Cars show, 
and miniature train tours 
around the city 
The Festival souk, already 
under construction, will be a 
focal point for visitors to begin 
their day Sponsored by die 
Duicn Group and managed by 
the the Department of Civil 
Aviation and leased by Dubai 
World Trade Center, the souk 


will be located on 
both sides of Dubai 
Creek, and will fea¬ 
ture more than 200 
shops selling 
antiques and handi¬ 
crafts. The souk 
will also include 
food courts, stages 
where street per¬ 
formers can enter¬ 
tain crowds, and 
information and 
ticket centers from 
where visitors can 
purchase a ticket 
for the Lexus 
GS300 draw. The 
draw will sec one 
car given away 
every day of the 
Festival. 

Local gold mer¬ 
chants in Dubai 
have jointly ini¬ 
tiated a raffle lo 
give away one kilo 
ol gold a day for 43 


days Shoppers buying a mini¬ 
mum of Dhs 500 worth of jew¬ 
elry from any participating 
gold merchant will he entitled 
to a free raffle ticket for the 
daily draw. 

The Dubai Educational 
Zone, together with school 
children and the local Boy 
Scouts chapter, will be parad¬ 
ing through the city on March 
2, 9 and 16. on Beniyas and 
Diyaf.ih streets: The school 
children wilt be performing a 
*pasL present and future' Pano¬ 
rama dance at the Opening 
Ceremony of the Festival 

The official Opening Cere¬ 
mony itself, will take place on 
the third day of Bid holidays. 
The ceremony will be one of 
the highlights of (he Festival 
and will feature national songs 
and dances performed by over 
30d school girls as well as fire- 
works and a laser show A min¬ 
iature traditional village, 
clowns and performers at the 
Creek Park jnd a daily fire¬ 
works display that will be seen 
from many points across the 
city, arc set to go.B 


The Arah-American University of Jenin: 

From vision to reality 


By E. Yaghi 

Star Staff Writer 

OUT OF the harsh reality of Occupation was 
bom (he vision of establishing an Arab- 
Amcrican university on Palestinian soiL 
This is now becoming a reality and plans arc 
materializing to establish the most innova¬ 
tive university in the Middle Easr Basel 
Arcf. manager to the President of the Arah- 
Amcrican University of Jenin, told The Star 
that there arc plans not only for a university, 
but a university city. The intention is p> hire 
22*00 staff members, plus another 2.5000 
employees to fill positions in the surrounding 
area for banks, hotels, factories and plants. 
In addition, there will be 50ft to 800 job 
opportunities in the line of construction 
every year for a period of five years. 

Within (his university city, and on the 
same site as the campus a school will be built 
to cater for the 
needs of the chit- 


point. The Faculty of Arts will award 
degrees in both Arabic and English litera¬ 
ture. Eight hundred faculty members will 
be employed during the first year. Their ser¬ 
vices will provide for the university as well 
the libraiy and the school. 

There will also be a Computer Center, a 
Language Centre and an Extended Ftiuca- 
tional Centre. The Computer Centre will 
offer the latest in computer courses and 
technology, and the Language Centre will 
provide courses in Arabic. English, and 
Hebrew. On completion of courses in these 
three languages, credits earned can then be 
used as pan of University requirements 
towards a degree. The Extended Educa¬ 
tional Center will include curricula and staff 
inherited from the California Slate Univer¬ 
sity. “Experts and faculty will be sent from 
California to build up this particular eenier 
and also the Com- 


dren of faculty 
members. The 
first of five phases 
will cover a sci¬ 
ence building and 
a literature depart 
merit for 
school as well as 
library and dormi¬ 
tories. "Phase one 


Mr 


Out of the harsh reality 
of Occupation was bom 
! h ; the vision of establishing 
an Arab American 


dl^n io ^ university on Palestinian 
soil. This is now 


grade and then 
the next year, 
grades 7-12 will 
be added." Mr 
Aref said. 

The latest technol¬ 
ogy will be 

employed in 
means of teaching 
at the school, 
including the use 
of the internet, 
modems and CD 
ROMs. 

The universnv 


becoming a reality and 
plans are materializing 
to establish the most 
innovative university in 
the Middle East. 


itself, which will be established in conjunc¬ 
tion with the California Slate University. i 5 
registered as a private share holding limited 
company with an initial capital of JD 12.5 
million. 

"Hopefully, our capital wifi reach 70 mil¬ 
lion by the 5lh academic vear which will be 
scholastic year 2001/2002“ Mr Arcf told 
The Slur 


purer Centre.” 

Arcf said. 

This endeavor alscv - 
envisions an 

exchange of stu¬ 
dents and faculty 
members so that tire 
university can slim- . 
ulate a constant 
exchange of people 
and ideas, and 
expose Americans 
to Arab culture and 
vice versa. 

Mr Aref empha¬ 
sized that ‘The most 
important thing is 
the registration of 
this university as a 
private company so 
nobody can object 
to its existence. The - 
idea of the univer¬ 
sity was okayed by 
PNA President Yas¬ 
ser Arafat." He fur¬ 
ther added ' that, 
Shares will be offi¬ 


cially sold and registered.” 

Tlic ground-breaking ceremony will lake - 
place in March. “Hopefully. PNA President 
Arafat, the Chancellor of the California 
State University and also the President. Dr ' 
Marbclanc Hughs will be prcscnL Wc also 
mtend to invite former president Jimrov 


The Arab-American University of Jcmn 
will have two main faculties, one [ w science 
and the other for literature. 


•iv a starting 


■Hie Arab American University of Jenin 
w»u have three liaison offices whose 
branches will he located in Amman. Jenin 
and in California.® 
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